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^iwKOii>sv&*, aXX* owe F/KX'ta\enroff*Bv&*\ 

Persecuted, but not forsaken : 
Thrown down, but not destroyed. 

2 CoR. IV. 9I 



£1 yap Yis o^wf oj^vfOjui^ tte^atsi 

/ ; I' : i/ri hfot ^c^f^ ^.oairas, 

: .]./ *.'**•"• * '•PiND. Pyth. iy. 468. 
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See'st thou^ 'the forest's Rwde, yon stately Oak ? 

Soon it may stand, of fruit and foliage bare. 

It's honours lopp'd by the fell woodman's stroke, 

A mangled trunk in the tempestuous air. 

Yet, shorne of strength, — ^yet, spoilM of gay attire, 
Th0 wood e'en then a native worth' <KspIays : 

A formless remnant on the wintry fire. 

An Oak still proves it's vigour by the blaze. 
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PREFACE. 

x' ROM the memorials of Dion, or Dio,. 

Chrysostom, which have been transmitted to 
our times by himself, by Photius, Philostratus, 
or others, and investigated by Fabricius in that 
immense and inestimable repository of ancient 
literature, the Bibliotheca GracUy lib. iv. cap. 10. 
we collect, that our author was*'the sbA. 6f one 
Pasicrates, that his griajidfigffbter -wlas 'honoured 
vrith the title and privilegxjs ^a'R'tp^an citizen 
by the reigning emperoiir of Jii%'cffrf4,*that he 
was born at Prusa in Bi^hj[ritffp.v',but •afterwards, 
like a man of sense and spirit, who e&timates a 
country by the liberality and benevolence of 
It's manners and institutions, quitted the place 
of his nativity, where he rose to political dis- 
tinctions as a magistrate, rather than submit to 
the tyrannical government then exercised in that 
province : imitating Pythagoras, the most illus- 
trious philosopher of antiquity, in this respect % 
who retired to Italy from the arbitrary domina- ^ 
tion of Polycrates : a circumstance, which 
Ovid seems to have thought too striking and 
important to be left unnoiiced in his most beau- 
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tiful and interesting narrative of that extraor- 
dinary man, no less distinguished by the hu- 
manity of his disposition and the purity of his 
life, than the sublimity and subtlety of his 
genius : 

Vir fuit hie orfu Samius ; sed fugerat un& 

£t Samon et dominos, odioque tyrannidis exsul 

Spoute erat. Ovid. Metam. xv. 60. 

In Samos horn^ his native' Isle he lefl 

To her despotic rulers : Freedom's charms 

Coelestial sweeten'd exile to the Sage. 

Our author Dio was familiarly acquainted 
with y^gollorvus. of .Tvana and Euphrates of 
Tyre,' 'during the *f^j%rtp ^i Nero and Vespasian. 
When heJar/ive<f;^t:rapnhbod, he travelled into 
JEgypf^ and '.ptllef countries for the improve- 
ment of KiLurSd^^tinding by a survey of their 
curiosities, and by conversation with their in- 
habitants. On his return to Rome, his free- 
dom of speech (that unpardonable offence to al^ 
TYRANTS, and the true touchstone of politi- 
cal VIRTUE in every community) in conjunc- 
tion with his friendship for a man of honour, 
whom Domitlan had put to death, endangered 
his life with that despotic monster, and drove 
him into banishment, about the year nhiety- 
four of the Christian aera, with no other com- 
panions of his exile besides Plato's dialogue on 
the Immortality of the Soul, and a single or*- 
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tion of Demosthenes. From the manner in 
which he mentions the Getae, Mysians, and 
Thracians, in several passages of his works, he 
seems to have penetrated during this pilgrimage 
to the veiy extremities of the Roman empire. 
He was recalled from banishment by Nerva, 
and was caressed by that emperour, but. more 
particularly by Trajan, who conspicuously dis- 
played his esteem and affection, by admitting 
our philosopher to- accompany him on extraor- 
dinary occasions, when he rode in his triumphal 
chariot through the city. That magnanimous 
prince, the sovereign of the world, did not think 
himself disgraced by being seen in the proces- 
sion of imperial Rome with a man of letters 
3itting by his side. 

Dio's character, as a moral prseceptor, an 
eloquent writer, and a ^graceful speaker, was 
in high estimation with his contemporaries and 
his successors in the same rhetorical department 
He acquired the additional name of Cocceianus 
from his patron Cocceius, and of Chrysostom, 
or goldeii mouthed, from the elegance and purity 
of his compositions : a name, which has occa- 
sioned a frequent confusion of our Di'o Chrysos^ 
tarn, the heathen pl^ilosopher, with John Chry^ 
sostonty the Christian preacher, so denominated 
for the same solid and splendid excellences of 
his style. In person our author is reasonably 



viii PREFACE. 

presumed, from various circumstances of praise 
and censure on these topics in his orations, to 
have been slender, and of inferiour stature. 
He was married, brought up children, and 
lived to a good old-age. 
I 

A second volume of translations, certainly not 
less valuable than the present^ froni the same 
author, is deferred, till an experiment have been 
made on the public taste ; but that volume will 
immediately follow it's precursor, if demanded 
by encouragement and approbation. 

Jolui James Beiske^s edition of the original is 
the only copy of Dzo Chrysostom in my posses- 
sion. It was published at Ijeipsic, in 1784-, 
without a Latin version, in two volumes 8vo. 
after the death of the commentator, by his 
learned widow, Ernestina Christina Beiske, with 
a short preface by herself. 

Dorchester Gaol, 
Ftb. 15, ISOO. 
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LT is said, that Alexander, while yet a youthj 
maintained a debate with his father Philip (on 
some occasion) concerning Homer, with a 
display of extraordinary spirit and magnanimity. 
The subject of this conversation turned chiefly 
upon kingly government, and took place dur- 
ing a military expedition, in which he accom- 
panied his father, who yielded with reluctance 
to the enterprising ardour of his son : as the 
young hounds of generous breed disdain to 
be left at home by the pack, frequently burst- 
ing their cords to join their companions in 
the chace; and accordingly sometimes con- 
found the sport by their eagerness and inexpe- 
rience, opening, and starting the game, at an 
improper season ; and sometimes even seize 
it by springing forwards before the rest. In- 
deed Something of this sort happened at first 
to Alexander also : for he was the cause both 
of the battle and victory at Chaeronea, whilst 
his father stood hesitating at the magnitude and 
danger of that enterprise* 

^ See the notes at the encL 
B 
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However, on their return from that expedi- 
tion, they were engaged in a sacrifice to the 
Muses at Dium, a city of Pieria, and were ce- 
lebrating a sort of Olympic games, which are 
said to be a very ancient institution among the 
Macedonians ; when Philip arrested his atten- 
tion to this question : Whence is it, my son ! . 
that you are so vehemently smitten with an ad- 
miration of Homer, as to be incessantly occu- 
pied with him alone, to the neglect of all other 
poets, whose wisdom entitles them to a share 
in your regards? Because, said 'Alexander, 
every kind of poetry, fether ! seems to me no 
more suitable to a king, than every kind of dress. 
Other poetry, methinks ! is either convivial songs, 
or love-verses, or encomiums of victorious 
champions and their steeds, or elegies on the 
dead ; some partakes of a Itidicrous or satirical 
complexion, as that of the coriric writers [b) 
and the Parian bard ; some also may not unfitly 
be called popular, consistin-g of admonitory 
maxims for the general conduct of mankind ; 
as the sentences of Phocylides and Theognis : 
but what benefit can accrue, from such poetry 
to one like me. 

Who burns to stretch, his sway o'er all njaakmd (c) ? 

"Whereas 1 perceive- Homer's poetry alone to 
be truly generous, and dignified, and kingly; 
worthy of peculiar estimation from a man, who 
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premeditates sovereignty over the whole human 
f^e; or who will be at least, in the language 
«f Ihit poet, a shepherd of the people in reality 
to* a most populous and distinguished empire. 
Besides, Would it not be absurd and inconsist- 
ent for a king to use no horse but the best, and 
yet to employ himself, like a man of leisure. In 
reading poets of inferior dignity and worth? 
Not merely so, said he ; but I assure you, fa- 
ther ! that I not only dislike every other poet,* 
but hear every measure, except the heroic num- 
bers of Homer, with impatience and disgust. 

These magnanimoiis sentiments, which dis- 
covered an elevation of mind above all vulgar 
and mean conceptions, and a competition with 
lieroes and with demi-gods, imprest on Philip 
the feelings of respectful admiration : with a 
view, however, to a farther excitation of his 
ideas. Do you regard Hesiod fhen, said he, as 
a poet of little vallie ? No, truly, replies Alex* 
ander; but of all possible value, except to 
kings, and, perhaps,, generals. To wh(Mn then ? 
Shepherds, says Alexander, with a ^ile, and 
smiths, atid husbandmen {d) : fbr he calls shep* 
herds the favourites of the Muses, and pre- 
scribes very knowingly to srhithe the proper 
construction of a wain, and tt> husbandmen the 
management of their vintage. Well now, sad^ 
Philip, are not these things useful fOxbaokind? 

b2 
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Not ta irs, father 1 at kast; he answered ; nor 
to the Macedonians of the present day, as 
they were to their ancestors,, herdsmen and 
farmers, in subjection to the Illyrians and Tri- 
balli. But, rejoins Philip, do not eveii these 
verses of Hesiod please you, which prescribe 
the seasons of seed-time and harvest in num- 
bers* of such sonorous majesty ? 

When rise the Pleiad train on heaven's high brow, 
fai forth your sickle ; when they sink, your plough. 

Nay, said Alexander, but I am much more 
pleased with the agricultural poetry of Homer. 
But where, replied Philip, does Homer treat of 
agriculture ? ' You mean, perhaps, those fanci- 
ful representations of ploughmen, and reapers, 
and vintagers, in the Shield ? Not so, said 
Alexander; but rather the following descrip- 
tion (<?):. . / 

As sweating leapeH in some wealthy field, 
Kang'd in two bands, their crooked weapons wield. 
Bear down the furrows, 'till their labours meet j 
Thick fall the heapy harvests at tlieir feet : 
So Greece and Troy the field of war divide, 
a And fiiUing ranks are strew'd on every aide t 
None stoopt a thought to base inglorious flight ; 
But horse to horse, and man to man, tliey fight. 

\ Yet Homer with all this fine poetry, Philfp 
saidi was worsted by Hesiod. Or have yoxi 
not heard of that inscription at Helicon upon 
Ac tripod i/) ? 
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Hesiod presents this tripod to the Nine ; 

Victor in song a'er Homer the divine, . - ^ 

' No wonder, replied Alexander, if he were- 
worsted ; for that trial of skill was not' contested 
before kings, but hi the presence of rustic and 
vulgar judges, or rather before men of pleasure 
and effeminacy: for which usage Homer re-- 
venged himself on the Euboeans in his poetry; 
In what way? inquired Philip, with surprise/ 
By describing them alone of all the Greeks, 
'^ith their hair cut in a most uncomely style, 
and dangling from behind, like the delicate' 
children of our own times (gf). You know, 
Alexander ! Philip then said, with a smile, we 
must not interfere with the discretion of master-' 
ly authors in verse or prose ; since they are in-' 
vested with full authority to say what they 
please concerning us (A). Not altogether so : 
for Stesichorus did himself no good by his false- 
hoods against 'Helen (z). However, fether!^ 
Hesiod himself seems to me conscious to the^ 
, inferiority of his, own powers in comparison 
with Homer. How so? Because, when Ho- 
mer had given us a catalogue of heroes, he 
presents us with a list of women (A:), and cele-» 
brates, as it were, a collection of ladies in their 
apartment (/). , thus yielding to Homer the pri* 
vilege of extolling men. 

Then Philip put this question to his son : 
B 3 
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he i^puld never have attached Ph<3Bnix to Achil- 
les as his iqstructor iii oratory ; who says, that 
Peleus se»t hiiji to be an example to his spn(o). 

By acts and eloquence, of words and deeds. 

He' has exhibited the noblest and most king: 
like of his other heroes also, Digmed (p), Ulys- 
ses, and Nestor, as no less emulous of this 
accomplishment : and says accordingly of Nes^ 
tor, in the beginning of his poem (9), 

Words flow'd, than honey sweeter, from his tongue : 

SO that even Againemnon prayed for ten such 
counsellors as Nestor, in preference to ten 
youthful heroes like Ajax and Achilles ; as th<? 
means of a speedier termination to the siege of 
Troy (r): He has'sho^n, moreover, the great 
utility of eloquenpe in another plape. When 
the Greeks were at length wearied of the 
expedition from the tediousness of. the war^ 
and the difficulties of the siege, and in part, 
to doubt, from the pestilence, which had 
^ized them, in addition to the quarrel of their 
princes; and, at this juncture, a certain de* 
inagogue presented himself before them, and 
threw the assembly into confusion ; the multi- 
tude rusht to the ships, went on board, and 
were disposed to an immediate departure : lor 
po man was able to restrain them, nor coul4 
Agamemnon devise any expedient in this ciper* 
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-gency (j) : XJJyssiss alone had the address to 
divert them from their purposes and, by his 
harangues with those of Nestor, finally per- 
suaded them to stay. This exploit, therefore, 
was ananifestly an achievement of those orators: 
and we might produce many other specimens 
jEilso to the same effect. 

Besides, Hesiod too, no less than Homer, is 
manifestly of opinion, that true rhetoric as 
.well as philosophy are accomplishments adapt- 
/sd to a king, from what he says of Calliope (<): 

She with her presence deigns those kings to bless. 
Whom the nipe daughters of great Jove caress; 
The heaven-bom monarchs^ vfhom that genial power 
Approved and fbster'd in their natal hour. 

However, to make epic poems, father 1 or 
^compositions in prose, as you write epistles, 
with extraordinary credit to yourself, I am told, 
is a talent not altogether requisite for king^ 
except perhaps those who have youth and lei*^ 
sure : as, they say, you also, when at Thebes (u), 
went through a complete course of study upoa 
language. Nor, on the other hand, is a pro- 
iFound application to philosophy adviseable for 
kings, but rather an unsophisticated and simple 
cultivation, by a practical display of benevolent 
and gentle and just deportment, with an eleva- 
tion and manliness of character -, and especially 
by a pre-eminent delight in acts of kindness and 



10 KINGLY GOVERNMENT, 

beneficence, which constitutes the closest, ap* 
proximation of human nature to the divine (©). 
Yet kings should listen vv^ith pleasure to philoso- 
phical instruction in it's season, as in no wise 
contradictory, but consonant, to Aeir mode6 
of Hfe. I would not, however, advise a king, 
of a soul generous, and worthy his exalted rank; 
to suffer his mind to be delighted by every spe- 
cies of poetry, but hf the most honourable and 
dignified alone j such as Homer's is acknow- 
ledged to be, and the corresponding portion^ 
of Hesiod's works : with any other poet of 
similar excellence to these. For neither, con- 
tinued he, should I choofie to learn on every 
kind of musical instrument, but the harp only 
or the lyre, for the hymns and services of the 
Gods, and the praises of virtuous men : nor 
would it be decorous for kings to chant the 
love-verses of Sappho and Atiacreon ; but per- 
chance, if occasion should demand, the lyric 
Lanzas of Stesichorus {w) or Pindar. Yet, per- 
4dventwe, Homer alone is sufficient even for 
joll this. 

Do you think then, says Philip, any parts of 
Homer's poetry adapted to the lyre? Alex- 
ander, upon this, cast a glance on Philip widi 
the fierce aspect of a lion, and. Much of Ho- 
mer's poetry, said he, in my opinion, father ! 
might very sijitably be accompanied by tht 
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trampet; not with thoflc notes, however, of 
that iQstniment, which tlictate a retreat, but 
with the sounds that rouze to battle : nor must 
this poetry be chanted ' by a company of virgin 
choristers, but by the chorus of a phalanx un- 
der arms 3 a bsmd^ much better accommodated 
to his epic strains, than to the verses of Tyrtaeus 
among the Spartans. 

Here Philip commended his reinarks, as ho- 
nourable to himself, and worthy of his admir- 
ed poet. In fact, continues Alexander, Homer 
himself establishes the propriety of mj sentf- 
m^nt^. Accordingly, he introduces Achillea, 
during hii secession from the war, in the camp 
of the Graecians (;r), not singing the ditties of 
eiFeminftcy and love, though under the influ- 
ence, at that time, of a strong passion for Bri- 
seis ; but playing on die lyre : and not a lyre, 
which he hdd purchased, or brought with him 
from his father's house ; but one selected from 
the spoils, when h^ stormed Thebe$, and slew 
Eetion, the f*ther4n*law of Hector : 

With this he soothes his angulsh'd soul, and sings 
The feats of herots to the sounding strings. 

JBy which the poet would insinuate, that a 
gefiWDU^ and kingly spirit should never lose 
sight of virtue and illustrious achievements, 
even fkt his meals or in his music j but should 
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be occupied, incessantly in perfortnirig some 
great and admirable exploit himself, or in re- 
cording . the exploits of characters congenial 
with, his own. Now. Alexander intended by 
this remark to discover his own disposition to 
his father : for he was indeed fond of Homer, 
but, as to Achilles, that prince was not only 
an object of his admiration^ but of jealojisy, as 
the hero of Homer's j^oem : like children of 
ambitious spirit, jealous -of any companion more 
caressed than they by their superiors. But he 
was not accustomed to think enviably of Aga- 
memnon-, fix)m the hpjpes of governing a people 
piuch more numerous than his : nor did he feel 
much attachment to other poets. He would, 
however, occasionally mention Stesichorus and 
Pindar; the former, because an imitator of 
Homer, and for his poem on the taking of 
Troy, executed in a style not unworthy of that 
master: Pindatr, for the splendour of his diction, 
and a panegyric on his ancestor and name-sake 
Alexander, sumamed the friend of the Grse- 
cians; to whom that ode was written, which 
begins with this verse : 

Thou, who from happy Greeks deriv'st thy name ! 

From the same predilection for this poet, aft- 
erwards also, when Thebes was razed to the 
ground, he left only the house of Pindar stand- 
ing, with orders for the following inscription t* 
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be fixed upon it : " Bum not this house of Pin- 
dar, the votary of the Muses!" Nor did he 
,ever fail in his acknowledgements of particular 
obligation to the writers of any respectable 
compositions in his praise : so excessive was his 
love of fame ! 

' Apparently then, said Philip (for I listen to 
your conversation, my son ! with extreme plea- 
sure), you must disapprove a palace for the 
king's residence, adorned with the expensive 
decorations of gold, and ivory, and composi- 
tions of precious metal ? Certainly, father ! I 
would have these palaces decorated rather 
with the spoils and arms of enemies: and I 
would conciliate the favour of the Gods by sus- 
pending similar ornaments in their temples ; as 
Hector, when he challenged the bravest of the 
Greeks, promised, if victorious, to restore the 
body of his antagonist to his friends, but his ar- 
mour, says he, will I strip off (^f). 

And hang> as trophies, in Apollo's fane. 

For, universally, this ornament of temples is 
preferable to emeralds, to the Sardine stone, 
and the onyx. Sardanapalus, with this furni- 
ture in his palace, enjoyed a residence con- 
formable to his character ; because such objects 
will riot be studiously pursued by a real sove- 
reign i mere play-things for a simple girl, or a 
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licentious woman ! Upon this principle^ he 
said, I admire and covet less the sumptuous 
magnificence of the Athenians in their city and 
temples, than the glorious achievements of their 
progenitors : and I should deem the dagger of 
Mardonius, or the bucklers of those Spartans, 
taken prisoners in Pylos {z), much more vene- 
rable and estimable as a consecrated offering to 
the Gods, than the portico of the citadel (a), 
and the temple of Olympian Jupiter (6), on 
which more than ten thousand talents were ex- 
pended. But, interrupted Philip, on this ground 
you must be sparing in your praise of Homer : 
for he has adorned the royal mansion of Alci- 
nous, a Greek and rsknder, in a finished style, 
not only with gardens and waters^ as a most 
delightful dwelling, but with images of gold(c). 
Nay, has he not dotie still more with the resi- 
dence of Menelaus, though a soldier and newly 
returned from the Wars, when be represents 
it, not merely as a Persian or Median palace, 
but almost a match in luxurious splendour to 
the superb mansions of Semiramis, Xerxes, and 

like as tbe dazzling sah's mecldian rays. 
Or Phosbe^ beaming with her fullest blaze : 
Such glistening glories on the gazer's sight 
Burst from the palace in a flood of light: 

whereas, according to your taste at least, his 
Trojan spoils would have diffused a more be- 
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coming radiance than those ornaments of gold 
and silver. 

After some pause, By rac, however, rejoined 
Alexander, Homer shall not go away unde- 
fended: since he probably intended to ada{^ 
the palace of Menelaus to the character of that 
prince, whom alone of all the Greeks he has 
called « a delicate wanriour" (rf). For no cir- 
cumstances of Homer's poetry, even in any 
other instance, are unmeaning and unappropri^ , 
ate ; but the very dress and house and diet of 
the individual are frequently adjusted to his 
character. With no other view the royal man- 
sion of the Phaeacians is elegantly accommodat- 
ed with groves, and luscious fruits, and foun- 
tains of perennial water. Nay, stUl more is 
this decorum mftintained with Calypso {c), m, 
goddess of elegance and beauty, and benevo- 
lent to man ; of a retired life, in an island se- 
questered from the world : for he describes this 
island as perfumed throughout by the fragrance 
of the sweetest odours; as sheltered by the 
close umbrage of; blooming tuees,. with a beaa<- 
tifuUy spreading vine, bending beaeath it's 
bunches, and mantling round her grotto: Im 
the front, soft meadows, with a profusion of the 
gayest verdure > afKl« in the middfe^ 2aur 
aprings of pure and transparent wader^ cfiiFusing^ 
their refreshment on every side oS the smooth. 



16 KINGLY GOVERNMENT; 

and level ground. Now all these objects af*? 
eminently calculated fof inspiring love and plea- 
sure, in conformity to the manners of that god- 
dess. As for the hall of Menelaus, Homer re- 
presents it to abound with gold and costly or- 
naments, like a mansion of the Asiatic mon- 
archs. Indeed, this prince was no remote 
descendant of Tantalus and Pelops(/) : whence 
also, I presume, the chorus in Euripides thus 
express themselves in allusion to that circum- 
stance {g) : 

See Menelaus now appear. 
With gaj attire and stately pace : 

Sumptuous monarch ! worthy heir 
Of the rich Tantalian race. 

He has bestowed, however, no such decora- 
tions on the habitation of Ulysses; but de- 
scribes it only as secure, agreeably to the man- 
ners of a cautious man (A) : 

Walls, battlements, strong doors, on every side 
Protect the court, and force and fraud deride. 

Besides, we must fconsider some portions of the 
poem, in the light of admonitions and exhorta- 
tions I some, as simple narrative 5 some, as re- 
proof and ridicule. 

Now in what relates to the articles of sleep, 
to the bed-room, and the daily sustenance of 
life. Homer can furnish a discipline suited to 
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th« formation of heroes and of monarchs ; so 
tha^t from him probably. Lycurgus derived those 
frugal convivialities, which he instituted among 
the Spartans: for this legislator is 'reported to 
have been an encomiast of Homer, and the 
first who introduced from Crete, or Ionia, liis 
poems into Greece. Accordingly, Homer fur- 
nishes Diomcd with accommodations of a very 
hardy nature [i), the hide of a weather-beaten 
ox for his bed, and a circle of upright spears 
for his curtain , not, however, by way of orna- 
ment, but for jr / [;{ r.iid convenient use. He 
regales also his heroes oaa ix^^Ai, a:ul \]vz flesh 
of oxen; with reference to strength, not luxury. 
Thus, he tells us, Agamemnon, the supreme 
and most wealthy of the princes, always sacri- 
ficed an entire ox, for the entertainment of all 
the generals at his table (A) ; and graciously 
presepts Ajax with the whole chine, after his 
victory over Hector. But the bard never in- 
troduces them 33 eating fish (/), though their 
station was on the banks of a sea, which he 
.Upiforpily distinguishes by the. appellation of 
Jhe fi^ Hellespont : and this accurate observa 
tiop was made by Plato. Nor does he regale 
the suitors themselves on fish, even in .the lux- 
.urious banquets of these highly delicate and 
. self-jndulgent sensualists . 

Besides, \k^t X am .aot mistaken in my 
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conception of his cjesign to point out the pro-^ 
per food of man, and it's uses, is a point de-^ 
monstrable with the Utmost clearness : for he 
calls the meal, which he apprbves, a strength^ 
sufficing meal [m). Now this peculiarity can 
have no otKfer view than that of signifying what 
sort of diet should be studied by men of virtue : 
for he could be no stranger to every species of 
expensive luxury ; because those very people, 
who are occupied even to infatuation in thesfe 
enjoyments, the Persians, and Syrians, with 
Italians arid lonians of Greek extraction, keep 
far behind the profusion and delicacies of Ho- 
mer's banquets. 

Then said Philip: Does he not, however, 
array his heroes in the most beautiful apparel ? 
Certainly he does, replied Alexander ; but not 
in effeminate and particoloured cloathing : 
Agamemnon only has he adorned with a pur- 
ple robe, and Ulysses with one costly cloak, 
-which he brought from home [n) : and this, . 
under a just persuasion, that a meah appekr- 
ance, like the appearance of private and ordi- 
naiy persons, misbecomes a general, whose 
very dress and armour shpuld confer upon him 
a superiority of eminence and majesty ; Unde- 
based at the same time by an effeminacy and 
puerility of decoration. Accordingly, that Ca- 
rian, who had bedizened himself with golden 
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trinkets for the war, he insults in the most 
pointed language of derision (o) : 

Who, trick'd with goldj in gay fantastic pride 

Went to the combat like a glittering bride.— 

Fool that he was I by fierce Achilles slain. 

The river swept him to the briny main. 

There, whelm'd with waves, the gaudy warriour lies : 

The valiant victor seiz'd the golden prize. 

A just ridicule oh his finery and folly, for 
holding out, as it were, an allurement to his 
enemies for his own destruction ! Homer then, 
we see, has no praise in store for golden oma-^ 
ments, especially in battle ; nor yet for rings and 
collars, golden trappings and golden bridles; 
to which the Persians, as fame reports, are 
studiously addicted : for want, no doubt, of so 
critical a censor in military equipments, as 
Homer was. 

By such institutes of discipline he has exhi- 
bited the rulers, good ; and the people, orderly. 
His common soldiers march on to battle with a 
silent awe of their commanders 3 but the bar- 
barians, with much tumult and irregularity, 
like cranes (p) : because a reverential obedience 
from soldiers to their generals most conduces 
to safety and victory in the times of danger ; 
whilst the fearless of their leaders are the first 
to fear their enemy. After victory also silence 
pr({vails in the Grsecian camp ; but among the 

€ 2 



iO KINGLY GOVERKMENT. 

Trojans, on the most trivial success, through 
the whole night {q). 

The flute, the pipe resounds, and din of men : 

as if a temperate or insolent enjoyment of suc- 
cess were, in his opinion, an adequate criterion 
of Vice and Virtue. 

Upon the whole, father ! we have in Homer 
according to my judgement, a most complete 
reformer of human manners ; and that king, 
who endeavours to model his conduct by this 
preceptor, will attain the perfection of prospe- 
rity and virtue. Two qualities are clearly pro- 
pounded by him, as excellencies of the most 
princely character. Fortitude and Justice, where 
he says of Agamemnon (r) : 

A righteous sovereign, 'and a warrionr brave : 

an epitome of all other virtues. 

Nor should a king surpass others merely in 
what is masculine and dignified : he should not 
listen to performers on the flute and harp, or 
the chanters of effeminate and wanton songs ; 
nor approve the mischievous competitions of a 
depraved eloquence, whose object is the grati- 
fication of a most imlettcred sottishness: but 
his first and principal aim. should be, the re- 
moval and dismission of all such propensities 
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to the greatest possible distance from his own 
affections, and next, from the community, 
which he governs j to suppress farces of intem- 
perate buffoonery, and the licentious authors of 
such ribaldry, whether in verse or prose; all 
lewd dances, with the meretricious gestures of 
the women who perform them ; the squeaking 
disorderly measures of musical exhibitions, with 
all thQ fantastic and multifarious eccentricities 
of dissolute and frittered sounds. The ode 
alone will he sing himself, and approve in 
other? : the ode, which is perfectly accordant 
to the God of War, of notes strong and thrill- 
ing ; not communicative of pleasurable and in- 
dolent sensations to the hearer, but of inextri- 
cable alarm and perturbation: such notes as 
Mars himself produced (.9), 

When with shrill shout he urged his Trojans on. 

Achilles also, with his unassisted voice, and 
unseen by the Trojans, put them to the rout ; 
and crusht twelve men to death with their own 
chariots and armour {t). 

To the ode may be added also the song of 
Victory, such as Achilles commanded the 
Greeks to celebrate, whilst the body of Hector 
was conveying to the ships, in conjunction 
with himself, the leader of the band (w); 
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Meanwhile, ye sons of Greece, in triumph briftg 
The corpse of Hector, and your Paeans sing. 
Be this the song, slow-moving tow'rd the shore : 
" Hector is dead, and Ilion is no more !'* 

We may admit also the animating war-song, 
such as the Spartan march, well adapted to the 
polity and institutions of Lycurgus : 

Genuine sons of Sparta bold ! 
Firm and full your bucklers hold : 
With intrepid step advance ; 
Poise and point the vengeful lance. 
Life dcspi.-;e, and dare to fall : 
Glory and your country call ! 

Dances too may be indulged, of a spirit con- 
genial with these songs; not those of a tripping 
pnd indecent step, but sedate and chaste, in 
majestic measures, performed as a first-fruit of- 
fering to the Gods, and an appendage of militaiy 
discipline. That warlike dance, for example, 
under arms ; in which the poet has made Mp- 
riones excell, where a certain Trojan is intro- 
duced as thus addressing him (v) : 

Swift as thou art, the raging hero cries. 
And skiird in dancing to dispute the prize. 
My spear, the destin'd passage had it found^ 
Had fix*d thy active vigour to the ground. 

Or can you suppose this son of Molus, and a 
man numbered among the most illustrious of 
the Greeks, to have been eminent in any. other 
than that military dance, first practised by the 
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•Curetes (zv), and peculiar to the Cretans? of a 
sharp and rapid movement, for the purpose of 
eluding and escaping with agility Ae \veapon 
of an enemy. 

In consistency with the same exceptions, it 
follows also, that a monarch should not pray in 
similar petitions to those of ordinary men ; nor 
invoke the deities with a supplication like this 
of the Ionic bard, Anacreon ; 

Sovereign, alKsubduing Love ! 
Azure lymphs of Ocean's grove (jt) 
Sporting in Tvhose train are seen. 
With Beauty's rosy-blobming Queen, 
O'er the mountains as they go 
With a light fantastic toe : 
See thy prostrate suppliant bend \ 
Deign a gracious ear to lend, 
Cleubulus by thy counsel move : 
Warm his breast with mutual love. 

Nor again those ejaculations and addresses of 
the Athenians, less adapted to the condition of 
kings^ than the promotion of joviality in con- 
vivial fraternities : 

I wjsh to an ivory lyre I was moulded. 
That beautiful youtlis might bear me! 

I wish in a necklace of gold I w^s folded. 
That a delicate maiden might wear me ! 

How abundantly preferable is that prayer, 
which Homer has assigned to the sovereign oF 
all the Greeks [y] ! 

c 4 
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Most glorious, mighty Jove ! supreme alon^ ! 
•Who in the gloom of heaven hastfix'd thy throne! 
E'er yonder Sun sink in his western bed ; 
E'er shadowy Night her dusky mantle spread ; 
Grant me to lay in dust yon hostile spires. 
And Priam's dome involve in wasting fires : 
Through Hector's corslet may this sword descend ! 
May from his breast this arm that corslet rend ! 
Round their dead lord with many a ruthful wound 
May his gored troops in anguish gnaw the ground ! 

Other precepts and specimens of discipline 
might be produced in great variety, of a kingly 
and heroic character, from Homer's poetry ; of 
which at this time, perhaps, a minute detail 
were tedious. I must remark, however, with 
what clearness and decision he insists on the 
absolute necessity of all preeminent accom- 
plishments in sovereigns : particularly by the ex- 
ample of Agamemnon, when his poem first 
exhibits the army in array (z), and specifies all 
the generals, and the number of the ships. 
There, we see, no room left for competition to 
any other hero with a king as supreme in ma-, 
jesty, as a bull surpasses the herd in strength 
and size {a) : 

Like some proud bull that round the pasture leads 
His subject herds, the monarch oftlie meads; 
The king of kings, majestically tall. 
Towers o'er liis armies, and outstrips them all. 

But this similitude must not be accepted in a 
.superficial sense, as a mere encomiastic decla- 
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ration ^of the monarch's strength : for then he 
would have seen the popriety of comparing 
him rather with a lion : bat as a signification of 
gentle nature and a provident consideration of 
his subjects. For the excellence of the bull is 
not confined to a noble generosity of spirit, nor 
does he exert his force for seifish purposes, as 
the lion, and boar and eagle (ft), in pursuit of 
other animals, with strength conferred upon 
them for the sustentation of their being ; so a$ 
to form a model rather of arbitrary despotism 
than kingly government : whilst the bull, to 
my apprehension, is evidently holden forth to 
kings, as a pattern for their conduct. He takes 
in peace the food, which is easily attainable, 
and presents itself before him, without extor- 
tion and injustice. The necessary materials of 
his support are supplied to him, as to kings in 
affluence and prosperity, with an unfailing ex- 
uberaiice; and he rules his species with a bene- 
volent, if I may be indulged in t!iis e^cpression, 
aiwi a pmvidential sway : sometimes, conduct- 
ing to their pasturage, and sometimes, when a 
Wiid beast appears, disdaining flight, engaging 
in the front of die whole herd, succouring the 
weak, and exerting all his prudence and solici- 
tude to preserve their main body from those 
wild and formidable ravagers : as a ruler and a 
monarch in reality, worthy of that highest and 
most honourable station among men, would 
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exert his own powers on a similar emergency. 
Nay, if another herd encroach upon them, he 
struggles for victory with the leader, to evince 
his own superiority and the superiority of his 
herd. Moreover, to abstain from hostility with 
men, and yet, with powers that qualify for 
sovereignty and preeminence over the irrational 
creation, to admit the controul of higher na- 
tures; and with strength and spirit and fero- 
city, tjiat disdain subordination, to acquiesce 
in the guidance of rationality and intelligence ; 
such docility how can we hesitate to regard, 
as a precept and document for a judicious so- 
vereign ? as an admonition, to repose his title 
to supremacy on a superiority of accomplish- 
ments to his fellow-men, which is the just and 
natural investiture of monarchy: to preserve the 
m^ss of his subjects by provident consultations 
for their welfare, and, if- occasion require, by 
lighting in their defence, and preserving them 
from savage and lawless t)nrants : to contend 
with the monarchs of other nations for the 
prize of virtue, and to extend a dominion, if it 
be possible, over other nations, without limit, 
for the promotion of their happiness ; but under 
a dutiful submission to the Gods, as careful 
shepherds, and an honourable deference to 
those better and more happy natures, from a 
conviction of their uncontroulable and supreme 
authority ; exhibiting himself as the first and 
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most precious property of the first and greatest 
Sovereign, and, in the next degree, his sub- 
jects (c). 

As prudent shepherds, whenever a bull of 
wild and ferocious temper rul^s with praetema- 
tural licentiousness, despising and abusing his 
own herd, and recedes himself before a plot- 
ting enemy, whilst he exposes the feeble mul- 
titude in the front of danger ; and, without rea- 
son for severity, indulges an audacious inso- 
lence, at one time bellowing in an accent shrill 
and menacing, at another, goring with his 
pointed horns an unopposing subject, from an 
ostentatious display of strength on the feeble 
&nd pacific, not suffering the general herd to 
pasture in tranquillity through alarm and ap- 
prehension of him : in a case like this, the 
owners and the herdsmen have usually removed 
the leader from his authority and place, as an 
unfit and inexpedient conductor of the herd ; 
but him, who is gentle to the heifers in his 
train, spirited and fearless to beasts of prey, 
respectable and dignified, with ability to secure 
and direct the herd, compliant and obedient to 
the herdsmen ; — him, I say, they leave unmo- 
lested in his station even to extreme old-age, 
though his vigour and his activity be no more : 
^exactly in the same manner, the Deities also 
and Jove, the great King of Icings, in his capa- 
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city of guardian and common father to men 
and Gods, whatever ruler among mankind be- 
comes violent, unjust and lawless, not exerting 
his superiour strength against enemies, but 
against friends and subjects ; insatiable of plea- 
sures, ufisatisfied with wealth, prompt of su- 
spicion, implacable in resentment, quick to ca- 
lumnies, unpersuadable by reasons, crafty, in- 
sidious, mean, self-willed, an aggrandiser of 
the vicious, envying the good, not susceptible of 
instruction, regarding no man as sufficiently 
respectable to be his friend, and friendless in 
reality : — such a king Jove displaces and dis- 
cards with disgrace and contumely; as dero- 
gatory to the royal dignity, nor worthy to par- 
ticipate with himself the honour and the name 
of Sovereign. Upon these principles, I pre- 
sume, proceeded his treatment of Phalaris, 
Apollodorus (rf), ^nd many others of the same 
character with them : whereas, the manly and 
philanthropic prince, well-disposed to his sub- 
jects, anxiously contending for the palm of 
excellence with the most meritorious of man- 
kind, a reformer of injustice, an assistant of 
the feeble, a reverential votary of A^irtue , — He 
conducts, for the most part, to a good old 
age (e) : as we collect from the instances of 
Cyrus, and Deioces the Mcdc, Agathyrsus the 
Scythian, and Leucon, with many of tlic Spar- 
tan kings, and several of the earlier /E;j\ ptian> 
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monarchs {/). If, however, the irresistible ur- 
gency of fate should accelerate their dissolution. 
He at least vouchsafes them a good memorial 
and an eternity of benediction from the whole 
human race : as he immortalised Hercules, said 
Alexander in conclusion; Hercules, our pro- 
genitor, and reputed the son of Jupiter for his 
eminence in virtue. 

Philip was delighted with this discourse. It 
is not, says he, for nothing, that we set so high 
a value upon Aristotle, and have indulged him 
with the reestablishment of Stagira, his native 
city. For the man certainly deserves both great 
and many favours, if he instill, whether by his 
expositions of Homer's poetry, or through anj 
other vehicle of instruction, such precepts 
into you on the subject of kingly govern- 
ment (^). 



DIOGENES, 



ON ARBITRARY GOVERNMENT. 



W HEN Diogenes of Sinope fled from his 
native country into Greece (tz), he lived some- 
times at Corinth, and sometimes at Athens, in 
imitation, as he jocularly said, of the Persian 
king ; for he also during winter resided at Ba- 
bylon, atSusa, or among the Bactrians, in the 
most temperate latitudes of Asia; but spent 
his summer at Ecbatana in Media, where the 
atmosphere is always cool, and of a tempera- 
ture in the warmest months like that of Babylon 
in the coldest. After this example our philo- 
sopher accommodated his residence to the 
change of seasons : for Attica has no mountains 
of any magnitude, nor is pervaded, like Thes- 
«aly and Peloponnesus, by runnmg streams j 
with a light atmosphere and loomy soil, so that 
rain seldom falls, and the waters are absorbed ? 
and the whole country is almost encompass- 
ed by the sea; whence indeed it derived it*s 
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name {b) : whilst Athens itself lies low, with d 
southern aspect ;^ as appears by the necessity of 
a southern wind to waft a vessel from Sunium 
into the Piraeus (r). To this cause the' mildness 
of the winter there must bd attributed. But 
the summer-heats in Corinth, as the city is em- 
bosomed in the sea^ are mitigated by pleasant 
breezes, which ate almost constantly blow-* 
ing there from every quarter of the sky : and 
the mountain, on which the citadel is builded, 
with an inclination towards Lechaeum {d) and 
the North, throws it's shadow oil the city. Nor 
could Ecbatana and Babylon contend with the 
beauty of these Graician cities, or the Persian 
palaces with the more commodious structures 
of the gymnasium at Corinth (e), the temple (/) 
and the portico at Athens. In magnitude they 
were superiour, though the circumference of 
Athens, including the Piraeus and the inter- 
vening walls, equals two hundred stadia, and 
was once completely stocked with inhabitants 5 
which amounts to half the size of Babylon, even 
if the vast dimensions of that city may be cre- 
dited. With respect to the beauty of the har- 
bours, the statues and paintings, the gold and 
silver and brass, the coin, the utensils and fur- 
niture of the houses, the abundant superiority 
of the Graecian cities was incontestable : for his 
part, however, he minded these things but 
little. 
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The distance of these cities made a long 
journey for Diogenes on his removals ; so that 
he past a considerable portion of his summers 
and his winters on the road : otherwise, after 
lodging at the half-way in Megara, on the next 
day he could easily reach Athens, through Eleu- 
sis, if he chose, or through Salamis, by a shorter 
road, but more dreary stages : so that, on the 
whole, he enjoyed greater advantages and a 
truer luxury, than the Persian monarch, from 
the superiour accommodations of his residence ! 
With such a vein of pleasantry was this sub- 
ject treated by our philosopher. 

It was his practice, however, to convict the 
mistaken sentiments of those people, who re- 
garded with admiration the riches and reputed 
happiness of the Persian emperour ; by shew- 
ing, that part of his enjoyments were frivolous, 
and part within the reach of the poorest man 
alive: and, with respect to himself, that he 
was by no means negligent, as some simpletons 
supposed, of his bodily comforts and condition ; 
who fancied forsooth, because he was exposed 
.to the open air, to .cold, ^nd thirst, that he 
had no concern about his health and iife; 
whereas, with all these hardships, he enjoye4 
better health and lived more comfortably, thartv. 
those, who were constantly cramming them-\ 
selves with victuals, staid perpetually in the 
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house, and could not endure the least exposure 
to cold and heat. A more pleasurable per- 
ception of warmth resulted from his discipline, 
a keener relibh for his food, and more delight 
in the genial seasons of the year. Hence he 
was regaled, on the approach of summer, by 
the mild relaxation of tht atmosphere ; and 
saw it*s departure without regret, as a deliver- 
ance from excessive heat. By accompanying 
the seasons also in their revolution, and ty a 
gradual experiment of their operation, the trans- 
ition to their several excesses was attended by 
no sensations of uneasiness. To fire^ or shade, 
or shelter, he seldom had recourse, because he 
anticipated their uses by antecedent discipline : 
not as the generality of men, because they 
abound in fuel and in cloaths, and hare houses 
for their dwellings, run instantly from the air, 
and incapacitate their bodies from supporting 
the severity of winter : and in consequence of 
enjoying a roomy house in summer, with as 
much wine as they choose to drink, pass 
through life unexposed to the sun, atwi unac- 
quainted with the genuine thirst of nature. By 
an abstinence from all bodily labour and occvi- 
pation, they contract a delicacy truly feminine^ 
whilst flieir souls are overladen with surfeiting 
atid somnolence : and to rectify these inconve- 
niences, they devise the additional expedients 
of baths and pernicious viands {g). In the 



34 AftBlTRAlly GOVERNMENT* 

course of a single day, they want cool ventila- 
tion and warm cloathing, stove and fire : and, 
what is the most absurd extravagance of all, 
they covet both thirst and hunger (A), From 
a most intemperate licentiousness, they antici- 
pate the spontaneous impulse of natural inclina- 
tion, and seek out utiamiable and disgusting" 
sensualities. 

But Diogenes uniformly suffered hunger and 
thirst to precede his meal, and esteemed them 
as the most suitable and pungent sauce. Hence 
he regaled with keener relish on simple flour, 
than others on the most costly bread ; and found 
a sweeter taste in running water, than others - 
in the luscious wines of Thasus. He laught 
heartily at those, who past by a spring, when 
they were thirsty, and enquired where they 
could buy at any rate some Lesbian or Chiaa 
wine (0 : and used to say, that such men were 
much more senseless than the beasts, who 
never went by a fountain or pure rivulet, when 
.they were thirsty, nor, when hungry, abstained 
from the tenderest leaves and herbage fitted to 
assuage their appetite. As f<^4iis dwelling, 
he found the most elegant and wholesome 
houses in every city set open to him, the tem- 
ples and the schools for gymnastic exercises ; 
and one garment Was sufficient for him both m 
summer and in winter, as he had accustomed 



ARBITRARY GOVERNMENT. 55 

irfmself to endure all the changes of the wea- 
ther. His feet he never covered; not per- 
ceiving more delicacy in them than in the eyes 
and face. But these parts, though the ten- 
derest by nature, supported the cold without 
any difficulty, because they were constantly 
exposed, from an impossibility in men of walk- 
ing with bandages about their eyes, as about 
their feet. ^ 

He compared rich men to new-born infants, 
always in want of swaddling cloaths {k) : and 
was accustomed in a variety of ways tq ridicule 
fantastical and senseless people for their enor- 
mous prodigality in the purchase of unprofita- 
ble and frivolous indulgences, whilst real en- 
joyments were attainable at no expence, and 
accessible to all. But he lavisht the most un- 
sparing contemptuous ridicule on the sophists^ 
for affecting a most solemn gravity, and arro- 
gating a character for wisdom superiour to the 
rest of men. 

It was also a common saying with him, that 
men from their effeminacy led a more wretched 
life than even the brute creation; which, by 
taking water for their drink, vegetables foy 
their food ; by contipuing, for the greater part 
of the year, paked, unsheltered, and without 
th? use pf fire ; liv?d out the allotted term (fi 

p2 
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nature, if no violence assailed them, in strength 
and uninterrupted health, in no want of phy- 
sicians and their medicines : whereas men, 
with all their anxiety and love of life, with all 
their multifarious contrivances for the procras- 
tination of dissolution, were never able for the ' 
most part to reach old age, but past their lives 
surrounded by distempers of nameless multipli- 
city ; whilst the Earth itself was insufficient for 
the supply of physic, and Steel and Fire were 
called to her aid. Nor could the skill even of 
Chiron (/), of yEsculapius and his disciples, 
with predictions of the soothsayer and purga- 
tions of the priests, avail for their relief, amidst 
such intemperance of licentiousness and vice. 
Under a pretence also of uniting in societies for 
mutual defence from ravagers without, they 
became ravagers theirselves, and practisers of 
every enormity ; as if they had formed com- 
jtiunities for this purpose only: and with this re- 
ference, he presumed. Mythology represented 
Jupiter chastising Prometheus, for the disco- 
very of fire, and it's communication to man- 
kind, as the primary occasion and incentive to 
a life of eifeminacy and voluptuousness: be- 
cause it was not possible for Jupiter to hate 
mankind (m), or grudge them the enjoyment of 
any blessing. 

In reply to those, who alleged the imprac- 
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ticability to man of a life resembling that t^f • 
other animals, from the tenderness and naked- 
ness of their flesh, with no covering of hair, 
like the generality of beasts, with no feathers, 
no envelopment of strong and rigid skin 3 he 
was accustomed to attribute their extreme ten- 
derness to their own mismanagement, in shun- 
ning for the most part both sun and cold. That 
no difficulty could be reasonably alleged from 
the bareness of the human body, he used to 
demonstrate by the example of frogs, and a 
variety of other creatures, much tenderer and 
barer than ourselves : some of which were able 
not only to endure the atmosphere, but pass 
their winters even in the coldest water. He 
would remark also, that the eyes and. face, of 
men themselves required no covering (w). 

He maintained universally, that no animal 
was born in a place, where he could not live : 
else, how could the first men have been pre- 
served, without fire, without habitations, with- 
out cloathing, with no food but the spontane- 
ous produce of unassisted nature ? The mis- 
chievous ingenuity of succeeding generations 
devised contrivances of great variety, but of 
little benefit : for men did not employ their sa- 
gacity an the promotion of fortitude and justice, 
but of pleasure. In this pursuit, they created 
-for themselves a life of uneasiness and labour; 
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and, with a semblance of comfort and pre-, 
servation, destroyed their lives in the most 
virretched manner by a superabundance of soli^t 
citude and care. Of this preposterous ihfatu^ 
ation l^rometheus was a proper emblem ; whom 
the poets fable to be nailed on a rock^^ with aii 
eagle preying upon his liver [o). 

Under these convictions, all articles of great 
expencc, of vexatious and operose provision, 
he disallowed, and demonstrated their perni- 
cious effects upon the user j yet forbade none 
of those bodily conveniences, which may be 
procured without difficulty and molestationj^ 
whether to alleviate cold or hunger or other 
craving appetites, but manifested by his own 
practice a preference to healthy situations ber 
fore sickly, and to such as were more tolerable 
than others through all the vicisitudes of Sea- 
sons. Nor was he less attentive to a plentiful 
supply of wholesome food, and a moderate por-. 
tion of apparel : but kept himself aloof fronx 
public business, from law-suits, from animosi* 
ties, from wars and political conspiracies. The 
life of the Gods was the principal model of hh 
practice : for Homer characterizes them a^ 
liviMg at their ease {p) j with reference to the 
laborious and troublesome condition of man-i 
kind. Wild animals alsp, he said. Conducted 
themselves like him ; as storks (y) quitted il\^ 
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excess of summer heat for a temperate at- 
i^osphere, and continued there during the 
pleasantness of the season ; then retreated in 
flocks before the face of winter. Cranes too 
migrate against the seed time, bearing the cold 
but indifferently well; and for the sake of sus- 
tenance. As for stags and hares, they de- 
scended in the winter from their mountains into 
the plains and valleys, withdrawing themselves 
to stations pleasant and sheltered from the 
winds ; but, during the heats, they retire into 
the woods and the northernmost extremities of 
the country. 

When he saw the rest of mankind harassing 
themselves all their lives, full of insidious con- 
trivances against each other, in the midst of 
ten thousand evils, never able to enjoy tran- 
quillity, not even on their sacred festivals, in 
which a general suspension of private hostili- 
ties is proclaimed; when he saw them doing 
and suffering all these mischiefs for no other 
purpose than to live, and labouring under ex- 
treme solicitude, lest what are called necessa- 
ries should ever fail them; and contriving 
with additional anxiety, how to leave an abun- 
dance of riches to their children : it was to. him 
a subject of perpetual astonishment, how he, 
the only individual of all mankind exempt from 
these ve;^atious' occupations and disquietudes^ 

P 4r 
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^should pass through the world, without attract- 
ing the kft$t attention to his distinguished hap- 
piness. 

In thi^ view of the subject, he no longer con- 
descended to compare himself with the Persian 
monarch : thf re was too great an interval be- 
tween them- That most wretched of human 
beings was apprehending poverty in the midst 
of so much wealth; was alarmed at diseases, 
but unable to abstain from what produced 
them; wa3 horribly afraid of death, with su- 
spicions that all were plotting against his life, 
even his children and his brothers. Hence he 
took np pleasure in his meals, whilst the most 
palatable dishes were set before him; nor 
could wine distill upon his senses a temporary 
oblivion of his torments. Not a single dajr 
qpuld he pass in comfort, and without enduring 
the most terrible sensations: when sober, in- 
toxication washis wish, that he might be res- 
cued (xom his uneasiness; when intoxicated, 
he gave himself up for lost, from his inability 
10 ward off violence. If awake, he courted 
sleep> as a forgetfulness of fear ; if asleep, he 
started up with sudden^horrour from the mur- 
derer in his dream (r). As for his golden plane- 
tree, and tl\e buildings of Semiramis, and the 
walls of Babylon, they could fiurnish no allevia- 
tion of his distress. What, moreover, was the 
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very summit of absurdity, whilst unarmed me^ 
were a terrour to him, he trusted his life to the 
fidelity of a military guard ; and all, who came 
into his presence, were searched for weapons, 
though he lived surrounded by the weapons of 
his soldiery: so that he fled from unarmed to 
armed men, and again from the armed to 
the unarmed;. for he was defended from the 
populace by his body-guard 5 and from his 
body-guard, by eunuchs. Thus, without con* 
fidence and without refuge, there was no man, 
with whom he could pass a single da^ disen* 
gaged from terrour. His meat and drink were 
^ cause of perpetual suspicion, so that previous 
tasters were employed ; as scouts are sent be- 
fore in a road infested by an enemy. Nay, 
even on his dearest relatives could he not re- 
pa#e with comfort and security ) neither on 
wife, nor children. Yet, though royalty wa« 
accompanied by such vexations and infelicities, 
he had neither inclination nor power to dismiss 
the incumbrance from him , whereas all other 
calamities of men admit some consolation in 
the prospect of a temporary respite. The pri- 
soner expects his liberty at some future period j 
to an exile there is always a possibility of re- 
turn to his native country ; the sick entertain 
hopes of recovery to the last moment of their 
lives ; but for this monarch no means of deli- 
verance can be found. They too, whom For- 
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tune has afflicted by the death of friends, well 
know, that Time will at length mitigate their 
sorrow ; but his disquietudes qrowd upon him 
with perpetual engrease. 

Nor IS it easy for a tyrant to attain old-age ; 
because the generality of his subjects have 
either been ill-treiated by him, or hold him in 
contempt, whilst his infirmities disable him 
from self-defence. Now all these calamities 
are more calculated in their nature to alarm 
under expectation, than afflict in experiment ; 
whether poverty, or exile, or imprisonment^ 
or disgrace. As for death itself, if a man be 
able to annihilate the apprehension of it, no* 
thing formidable is left : but .this apprehension 
is so distressing, as to have induced many men 
to anticipate the catastrophe (s). Thus, in' i^ 
storm at sea, some have laid violent hands upon 
themselves, without staying for the sinking of 
the vessel j and some by their own sword have 
prevented the sword of any enemy, though 
this, they well knew, was in itself the extre^- 
mity of suffering, Put this species of disquie-. 
tude is perpetually haunting tyrants, by day and 
by night. A condemned criminal sees before 
him an appointed hour, that will terminate his 
sufferings ; but their time of dissolution is un- 
certain, whether it will shortly come, or whe-. 
th^r U be already present } nor i§ X\\q ?m^Uest 



ARBItlitAltY 60V£ltNM£i;rT. 4S 

Interval exempted from this fear» but an equal 
necessity of apprehension is upon them, at theilr 
meals, and at their sacrifices to the Gods. If 
at any time they should relax in pleasure, and 
indulge their love even with their greatest 
favourite. Death is ever uppermost in their 
thoughts, as intended for them, perhaps, by the 
fondest object of their affection ; this distress- 
ing fear pursues them to their banquet and 
their bed. On this account, a tyrant, I should 
suppose, would deem that his most happy 
moment, in which he feels the stroke of th^ 
assassin, as a deliverance from his severest 
torment. But, which is the strongest circum-* 
stance of all, other men are sensible, that their 
Incurable calamities can be but of short dura- 
tion, unless self-destruction be made impossl* 
blej whilst tyrants, though environed by the 
greatest evils, mistakenly suppose themselves 
in the possession of the greatest bliss, as the 
objects of admiration from mankind. Such ig* 
porant infatuation has God associated with that 
popdition for it's everlasting torment! 

Moreover, to men in prosperity life is pre- 
ferable, and death for the same reason is more 
unwelcome ; as the unfortunate, on the other 
hand, support life with greater uneasiness, and 
hold themselves in constant readiness for their 
dep?urture; but tyrants in bpth thes? cases »r« 
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jinhappicr than other men ; for they live more 
unpleasantly than those, who are ever so soli- 
citous to die, and yet fear death, as if their 
condition in this life were supremely happy. 
When those pleasures also, which arc enjoyed 
but seldom, produce the most exquisite de- 
light {/), but by frequent use become distaste- 
ful ; when miseries again are rendered insup- 
portable by perpetual continuance : both these 
conditions of pleasure and of misery are unin- 
terruptedly present to the tyrant; uneasiness 
without cessation, and pleasure withouj per- 
ception of enjoyment. The rich are dreaded 
by him for their power ; the poor, for their de- 
sire of riches. 

To kings alone no gratitude is paid for the 
favours, which they confer, because such fa- 
vours are thought inadequate ; and those, who 
fail in the attainment of their requests, are con- 
verted into most bitter enemies : not to men- 
tion, that men in proportion to their opulence 
are objects of envy, however justly that opu- 
lence may have been acquired : tyrants of 
course excite envy above all mankind. Add to 
this the necessity of gratifying all around him, 
if he mean to shun instantaneous destruction : 
but all cannot easily be gratified, without rob- 
bing others : these are converted into enemies, 
while the objects of his favour are suspected. 



ARBITRARY GOVERNMENT. 45 

and eager to abandon him. Thus, what is di- 
stant, he fears for that very reason ; and what 
is near, because it is about his person. From 
the remote, he is expecting war ; from those at 
hand, conspiracy. Peace he regards as inex- 
pedient, because it gives leisure to his subjects; 
and war, because they are necessarily burthened 
with, supplies, and harassed by military hard- 
ships. Thus, in war, his affections are set on 
peace; and, when peace is accomplished, he im- 
mediately employs himself in contriving war. 

In a state of public plenty, tyrants dread the 
insolence of the common people ; in a time of 
scarcity, their resentment. They see no safety 
for themselves, whether abroad or at home, in 
public or in the palace ; neither can they fre- 
quent any place with confidence : all are beset 
with plot and treachery. 

Every monarch of this kind is always rumi- 
nating on the assassinations and conspiracies 
against tyrants, through the whole series o( 
former ages : all which he supposes to be pre- 
paring for himself, and thus lives in a perpetual 
apprehension of enduring all those deaths of his 
predecessors. He looks round, and turns him- 
self on all sides, with unremitting hoiTour, and 
is guarding every moment against the blow, 
which he believes ready to fall upon him from 
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all quarters. Yet shame and fear prevent thdsft 
precautions,, which he deems requisite for his 
pteservation j as an appearance of apprehensioif 
in a tyrant generates conspiracies from a con- 
tempt of his timidity* His life^ accordingly, 
resembles that of a prisoner in a narrow cell^ 
with swords suspended over him, and fixed 
round him, in contact with his skin. These 
swords, however, not only environ the body of 
ft tyrant, but his soul likewise; so that Tantalus 
in the infernal regions, who is represented with 
a large stone hanging over him, lives more at 
case than he i because free from the fear of 
death : whereas a tyrant suffers in life the tor- 
ment of Tantalus, who is dead already. 

Such tyrants indeed^ as domineer over a 
single city, or a small territory, may escape 
possibly from their dominion, and live whither- 
soever they choose to go: no man, however, 
loves a tyrant, but hates, and suspects him, 
and is ready to surrender him to his injured 
subjects : but to them, whose sovereignty ex- 
tends over many cities and nations, and an im- 
measurable tract of country, like the Persian 
monarchy though they may acquire at length 
a conviction of their miseries, and some in- 
dulgent God may draw the veil of ignorance 
from their understandings, escape is utterly 
impracticable. Nay, h^ would not expect to 
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five securely, though hi» body were changed 
into brass ot steel ; but even then, to be cut in 
pieces, or molten in the furnace (h). 

If meii converse with him under no restrainti 
he is angry, and alarmed by this freedom: if 
they cringe and crouch before him, that servi- 
lity of homage excites suspicion. Liberal in- 
tercourse is regarded as an insult ; humility, as 
a stratagem. From reproach he feels much 
jAotc uneasiness than others ; because a ^rant 
truly is reviled ! and praise communicates no 
pleasure, as the suspicious offspring of insin- 
cerity. Of those most valuable and honourable 
acquisitions he is wholly destitute, good-will 
and friendship. From no man can he hope for 
kindness : for a keeper will sooner contract an 
affection for the ferocious lion, than servants 
and courtiers for a tyrant. 

In the mean time, I, concludes Diogenes, 
go whither I please by night, and by day pass 
alone, if need be, even through a camp with- 
out a flag of truce, and the midst of assassin- 
robbers : there is no enemy to molest me upon 
my journeys. If all the gold, and all the silver, 
and all the brass, should disappear, not the 
slightest inconvenience will accrue to me: and, 
if every house were laid prostrate by an earth- 
quake, as once in Sparta ; if all sheep should 
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4}e destroyed, and occasion an universal scarpity 
of apparel ; if^ not- only in Attica, but through 
Bocotia and Peloponnesus and Thessaly, a fa- 
mine should prevail, as ih former ages; my com- 
forts and accommodations would remain unim- 
paired. How can I become more naked, or 
more houseless, than at present ? I find suffi- 
cient sustenance in apples, millet, barley, tares, 
the cheapest of all grains, beach-nuts on the 
hearth, and the fruit of the cornel-tree, with 
which Homer makes Circe regale the compani- 
ons of Ulysses (r) ; a food, capable of support- 
ing even beasts of the greatest magnitude {zv). 
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As Diogenes was once passing from Corinth 
to Athens, he met an acquaintance on the 
I'oad, and enquired whither he was going ; not 
like the generality of men, w^ho ask such ques- 
tions, and shew by their manner at the same 
time an entire indifference to the welfare of 
their friends, walking away as soon as they re- 
ceive an answer; but, as physicians enquire 
into the modes of life pursued by their patients, 
with a view to counsel themj enjoining some 
things, and forbidding others. So Diogenes en- 
quired of his friend, how he did; who replied i 
I am on my way to Delphos, O ! Diogenes ; 
to consult the God. My intention was to go 
.by Boeotia; but the servant, which I brought 
with me, has run away ; so that I am now on 
the road to Corinth, with an expectation of 
meeting with him there. So then, said Dio- 
genes, with his customary purpose of instruct 
tion ; you are going, most ridiculous mcnrtal ! 

K 
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fo bold intercourse^ with a God, who were un-^ 
al^le to maintain your intercourse with a slave. 
Can you expect^ then, wkb this inability of 
address, k&s difficulty and danger in your pro- 
jected communication^ than in your former? 
And with what view are you searching for the 
lad ? Was he not wbrthless ? To the last de- 
gree, replied the nxan : for,, without any injury 
from me, or rather after receiving many kind- 
nesses, he thought ill o£ me ; had be thougt)t 
wellj he would ac^ have: le£t nae ;: lioubtless^ 
Diogenes! from a '<iepraved dispositioii. So 
then> continued Diogen/es,. lie tl^ought ill of 
you, nnd jran. away^* tjiat you might not. treat 
him hawhly : and will you seekimn, when you 
thinfc him worthless ? For it ts plain^ that you 
are ex|msmg yourself volai^tanly to Ms ill-treat- 
ment^ Are not vicious men hurtfeil to those,. wfe> 
entertain andemploy them, whetherthey. be Phry* 
gians {a) qt Athenians^ whether slaves, or fnee i 
Now no man looks afitei: a good^or-nothing dog,, 
if he run away ; but even drives him out, if he 
return : yet^ shoi^ld he get rid of a worthless fel- 
low> he cannot rest .contented^ but must give 
himself infinite, trouble by writing to friends^- 
taking jouruie.s, and spending money, to reco- 
ver bim. ^ow which, do you suppose, have 
©ccaiioned mor^ mischief? vicious dogs, or vL- 
eiotts men? Undoubtedly we are told of a. 
wngl«- qj^an, Actgeon, whp was destroyed by 
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Ylddili^Sgs^nih ftiad<; but ho tongtte can enu- 
»«rite th* hitolfitudesj Ih^ have been destroy- 
«d*by vicieus men, bo'lA of private individuals, of 
kifl|;fdi aftd of wKofe'cAthniunities : sdiire by db- 
itfcBtic ^drvaftts, sbMe bf soldiers axid lifegiikrds, 
somfe by fictitious friends ; and Some, e^en by 
sons, and brothers-, and Jwrives. Ought not, 
ihferGfore, the deliverance froni a Worthless rfian 
to be esfefeihed by every one, to tvhom it hap- 
pend, k Very lucfative adventure? And must 
we s^ek hini, Bhd pursue him? as foolishly, as 
if W^ shotild strive to recall into our bodids a 
disejise, from wRich we had been delivered. 

Tho ttiih replSed': Y6ur observations ate per- 
fectly just, Dib^^Se^ : but it i^ no easy niatter 
tuti^itHin dhdVdftfrelof ilivefige fof an ihjury' 
littflfited {bj. Thy servanf ; #ifhout ariy ill usage' 
on my part, has run away, as you see : he warf 
put to no servile labour in the house, like the 
re^t; but WaS well-fed, and had ho employ- 
ment) Except to attend on me, wheh I wen< 
From home. Observe, said Diogenes, how 
y6u pretend to have done him no injury, when 
ydu have injured him. as- much as possible, by 
niaifttaining him at home in idleness and igno- 
' ration. Want of employment, and inactivity, 
riiin fdoli^h pfcople more than every thing be- 
sides. He perceived, doubtless, that you were 
ipoiKng him* j^nd ran away very propferly to 
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procure some employment, and to prevent him- 
self from growing worse and worse by sleeping 
and eating and living lazily. Do you consider 
that man as a small offender, who makes another 
more useless and corrupt ^ Or ought not he to 
be run away from, as the mqst insidious and dan- 
gerous enemy among all mankind ? What now, 
said he, will you do, if you happen to have no 
other shoes, and those, which you are wearing^ 
squeeze and cut your feet ? Will you not take 
them off as speedily as possible, and go un- 
shod ? Or, if they should come loose of their 
own accord, would you tie them on again, 
and pinch your foot ? Well then, just as the 
unshod walk more at ease, dian they, who 
are shod uncomfortably ; so viany people j^rith- 
out servants experience less restraint and vexa- 
tion, than others who maintain niunbers in their 
house. 

Do you not observe the xicb, what troubles 
they derive upon themselves from this source ? 
Some waiting on their servants in sickness, and 
requiring physicians with other attendants to 
continue by their side (for slaves in general 
neglect themselves, and pay no attention to 
their own disorders ; partly from a supine in- 
sensibility, partly from a reflection, that their 
masters will be greater losers than their selves, if 
th.e w orst should happen) : some flogging them 
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daily, others chaining them, and others pursu- 
' ing the runaways. Neither can they leave home 
with comfort, lior whenever their inclination 
prohipt^ them ; n6r, if they stay at home, <:an 
they live in peace : and, what is the most laugh- 
able of all, they are sometimes more in want of 
people to wait upon them, than the poor, and 
sucli as have no servant : exactly like some in- 
sects, which, as you must have noticed, with 
a multitude of feet proceed with the slowest 
^motion of all their species. 

Are you not aware, that Nature has furnished 
every man with a body fitted for it*s own ser? 
vices ? with feet for walking, hands for work- 
ing and supporting the other members, eyes for 
seeing, and ears for hearing. The belly also 
hath she fashioned of moderate dimensions ; 
nor is more food requisite to a man than what 
he is enabled to furnish for himself: and this 
supply constitutes the just measure of suffici- 
ency, propriety, and health. As, therefore, 
that hand is proportionably weaker, which has 
more fingers than their usual numSer, and we 
deem a person defective in his make, when a su- 
prfnumerary finger is growing to his hand, 
which renders him incapable of using the rest 
in a proper manner : so, when many feet and 
many hands and many bellies are accumulated 
on a man, certainly he gains no additional 
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Strength or additional capaqitj for . such ac- 
quirement^, a^ are the ^ijitab^e acquirements 
of his n^iturci but loses . sofgje portipp ,of ^lU 
||sefulnes§^ and dexterity. Ypw nowj, proceeds 
pWenes, jbfiYe^ maintenaijce. t<^:, seek fgy 
one m^n onJyi before, for two.: myf% if^s^c^- 
ness int9rY9i)e^j(j9u haye .opj?. pfiti^ixt op^yJ.Q 
a,tten^^ fhei}| Yf^n, were n^essk^ted to ;nurj5e 
|lim al^p in j^js iJJ»e&s.., /V\^hpp ypu are ^ fe?9?© 
upw, yo^^r^ linger no apgr^eheu^iou of ;b^ing 
plundered by him; nor,, nyhen you sleeg^ gra 
you haunted by the fear of assassination from 
your servant. 



> 



All these things you should consjder, H^cJ 
you a wife at that time,, she would give herself 
no trouble to wait upon you, yrhilst she ^aw ^ 
servant maintained for tl^at purpose ; ajgd^ sh^ 
inust have, g^ven you uneasiness by this opporr 
tunity of ^elf-indulg/ence,. and by occasional 
altercations with that servant ;. qow she will b^ 
freer herself from molestation, apd mor^ assidu? 
bus in her attendance upon yqu. . 

Besides, among servants, children are cor- 
rupted from their very infancy, g ontractingf :ha- 
bits of laziness and a domineering; temper, 
whilst they have . servants tp wait upon thgip^ 
and inferiours to despise : but,; when, children 
?Lre unattended, they thrive in mjinliness. an4 



^rength, and leafWfrom the earliest pferiofl « 
dutiful cbnsideratlon^o^ thfii* fathers'.- - ' 

Nay, Diogenes-! buf^^l^am a podr^ms^: arid, 
if T find it ine^xfptedient' to -beep, t&i^ serVaiit, J 
can make money by parting withihitti;. Are 
you ni>t' tileiv ashaniecik^ > i^\i^ Diog^i^M : tilcst 
for imjiosing updn tte'^p^TchaMr by^ selling himf 
a worthless servant V bc?^ii^ ykm iiiUst conceal 
the truth, or nobody will buy him : in the next 
place, if^inmaa put^ d^ a^lMdto0minod%r as a 
coat: 0v ^* pWfce oftfuriikiirei a:distcwq>ci-cd of 
uffs^rvieijfibkf iDeadtp tlje'-'hargaiii is' viftid, and 
the wfansft: dire vttMVi^' oti hisi hands: xa& that 
you wil^ reteive no bibuttfit from^ suci^\^' sale; 
' Ori graJQting that yoa cajdethcpurchafier, and 
he never d^t^ts the badt qualities of! ytMV ser- 
vant) ate you not afmid^i that the moH^y: may 
produce soint mi^hief? Perhaps^ yonrwiU 
purchase with it a still worse servant,. if, yoU 
light upon a keener chapman than yourself: 
or, perhaps, ycAi will eiscpend it in: sosbething 
else, tHat, will bring a calainity upbntyou; For 
money- is not in alpinst^flce^ advantageous td 
it's posse^sbr ; but ore^ti^'more mischbfd and 
more -Mi^ei^es to min; sespeciaJly- where Good- 
Sense IS wanting, tMlfh fto^^erty herself. Will 
you nW then exert all your effbrts fibr' the at* 
tainment of that quality, which will enable you 
to mak**a beneficial application of alV cinitift- 
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gencies, and will transfuse utility and honour into 
every action of your.life ? Or will you rather, in 
preference to Wisdom, occupy yourself about the 
pursuit pf money, or land, or slaves, or yoaks 
pfoxen, or ships, or houses? to which you will 
enslave yourself J which will produce great un- 
easiness and much unprofitable labour ; which 
will engross your thoughts through life, and 
terminate in fruitless vanity* 

Do you not see how these wild animals and 
birds before you lead lives more free from trou- 
ble than mankind, enjoy more pleasure, more 
tminterrupted health, superiour strength, and 
a longevity commensurate to the utmost capa- 
cities of their nature ? Yet they are destitute 
of servants and the intelligent rationality of 
man : all their other infelicities, however, are 
compensated by this single unparalleled advan-^ 
tage, a want of property, 
■.':.•* 

I think now, Diogenes ! of letting my ser- 
vant go, unless accident should bring him in 
my way,*^Yes verily! rejoins Diogenes: as 
much W tP ^ay s I shall take no pains to look 
after a borne th^t bites or kicks : but, if I 
should meet: with Wm atcidentally, I will put 
piyself in his way to be kicked and bitten ! 

x3»^» tp^.a^^ndgn th&t subject, why will you 
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not allow me to consult the God ?— -*Did I then 
forbid you to consuk hifn> if you be able ? I 
gave no such prohibition : I stated only, the 
difficulty, or rather the impossibility, of using 
either God or man, or even one's self, without 
a proper knowledge of Uie subject ; for this 
attempt, not regulated by knowledge, is the 
most noxious enterprise imaginable. Do you 
think now, that a man^ xuvacquainted with a 
horse, could use one properly ? — By no means.— 
If, however, he should resolutely determine on 
a trial, mischief, I presume, will be a more 
probable consequence, than good ? — Most cer« 
tainly.^— Again : can one, unversed in the use 
of dogs, be supposed able to employ them pro* 
perly? Is hot the advantage, derivable from 
any thing, it's proper use? — ^So it appears to 
me.*--*No man, therefore, can be said to use 
that, which injures him ? — Most assuredly.— 
He, consequently, who attempts to use dogs 
without a knowledge of their properties, will 
be injured by them (c) ? — Most probably .-i-He 
will accordingly have no use of them : for use 
cannot consist with injur)\ Nor is this the 
case with dogs and horses only, but with oxen 
and birds : nay, what may surprise you more, 
an unskilful person can use not so much as an 
ass, or sheep. Or are you not sensible, that, 
whilst some have reaped benefit, others have 
raflTered loss, from the occupations of tending 
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sheep, atnd^ driving^-^ses ?i— I am,— Is ft not, 
therefore, a^nefce^sary 0€l4l8^1lence f*r the un- 
sKilfuK to fee mjured/' arid the skttfiil to- be* pro- 
fited, hf the maiiagemen^ of as6es5 antf swine, 
and geesci ^nd eve*y 'other anima*?-^ confess 
it. — ^What-? Musi we riot extend thisot^serva- 
tton to' alf sorts of ini^Iemenft ? Could a 
itranget tortuskuseahfarp? Or, if hertiade 
ihe attempt*, woirid hef not expose^ himself to 
rixticulrj^ &nd> iiraddkloti to the failure ef his 
purpose,' spoil the-haa^,- and- destroy it'st<!)toes? 
Suppose iagain-, that anoW^r^ should' Vdirfure to 
lise a ftnte, \\»Ko ha^' never pmctiijed that in- 
strumenti* ' arid should' C6me • f6rWat4- to- play 
upon^ the" stager will he not suffer for his pre- 
sumption by- a pelting fronl the audience, and 
a broken. flute ? — If One, w))oi$ no pilot, should 
undertake the manligfeftiitnt of the hdm^ will 
he not- quickly ov^rse*^ the vessel, to his own 
destruction, and the destruction of' the passen- 
gers?' Is the use, moreover, of a spear, or 
shield,' adviseable to the cowardly and unex* 
perienced*?^ Or will Ihfey-not throw away, by 
^6 attempt at using them, both their armour 
and their Hves ? ' ' . 

I entirely assent J Diogenes! to 'ewry-^owe of 
your conclusions v but the sun is setting on the 
multiplicity of your successive questions. WetW 
said he s and which is better? To see the sun? 
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gfidoTlmi' whilst we Hsteii to salutary counsdl; 
.or t^pfooeed oa our way in vainl Goncndly 
^penl^ih^, !a poQvideat diceatiQa<:»f affkiFsi Is dSB- 
Ik^^t^ virhere ^^mtnce is jwanting ; and the mi& 
<i^f wjil proMe pK)p»Ftk>Qat&. 10 the magnitude 
<)fftHe ctotem. X)oes the use c^ an ^s and a 
horse aj^ttarto you exactly sisailari ?»-^How 
f hould it ?*7ri-Of m^n and Qod P^r^It would he 
untecommg/tp assert this, Diogenes 1-rr-Can 
^ny maainakeAise of another^ if he be ignorant 
of hibiseif ^^How is that possible i he rephed. 
f^r-Jde .^iXi iiho is ignorant of man, cannot 
use ineh:?jTti.|ie cannot .-r-Nor, I presume, can 
43ne, whcK.does not know himself, use himself) 
Fds you have heard undoubtedly of that ^en* 
tcnce at Dleiphojs, know thyself {d).-^! have; 
*-rAnid does* not the God manifestly dictate this 
maxim to all mankind, because unacquainted 
with themsek^es ?— It seems so.— You of course 
are among this number ^•^Doubtless.^-^vesr 
you then, h appears^ are ignorant of yourself? 
*-;-I must! confess it--^But, . as you are ignorant 
ofyouisetf, you are ignorant of man^ nor can 
u&e man« of whom you are ignoraji^t : and yet; 
though uaaMe to use man, yoiv are) atten\pting 
£lod ; whohx we allow to be altogether more 
exce%nt| a^dof more difficult use, than man, 

But do you fancy now, that Apollo employs 
the Attic, or the. Doric, mode of speech ? O? 
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that th6 Gods havethe same dialect with men * 
For in reality their dialects differ so entirely, 
that the river Xanthus in Troy is called by men 
Scamander; the bird Chalcis, Cumindis; and 
a certain place "in the front of the city, v^rhich 
the Trojans named Batieia, is styled by the 
Gods the tomb of Murrina(^). Hence also 
the cracks became obscure, and have already 
deceived many. Homer, perhaps, might have 
gone to Delphos with safety to consult Apollo, 
as he Was in possession of a glossary, which ex«- 
plained the language of the divinity; if in 
reality he did know all their terms, and had not 
a mere smattering of a few : as a man, who is 
acquainted with two or three words in the Per- 
sian, Median, or Assyrian language, easily im- 
poses on the ignorant. But are not you fearful 
of misconceiving the intention of the God ? As 
Laius, we are told, came to Delphos, and re- 
quested, the God to give him children, llie 
oracle advised him not to desire children ; and 
even to destroy any that might be bom. So 
senseless, however, was Laius, as to disobey 
both these injunctions : he had a child, and he 
brought it up. The consequences were, his own 
death, and the ruin of his family ; because he 
was unable to use properly the god Apollo : 
otherwise, after hearing such an oracle, he 
would never have exposed CEdipus ; nor would 
CEdipus, if educated at home, ever have slain 
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Laius, whom he must then have known to be 
his father (f). 

You must have heard also the story of Croe- 
sus the Lydian ; who supposed himself to be 
most exactly conformable to the God^ when he. 
CTosst the river Alys, lost his empire, was put 
in chains, and on the point of being roasted 
alive in a fire. Now can you deem yourself 
more intelligent than Croesus, so opulent a man, 
and the sovereign of so many people ; who had 
. kept company with Solon and a great variety of 
other sages ? 

You have seen undoubtedly Orestes yourself 
in tragedies accusing Apollo, and complaining 
of the God in his frantic fits, for advising him to 
kill his mother. Can you imagine, however, 
that this God enjoins any harsh or shameful 
action on those, who consult his oracle ? But, 
as I observed, men, unacquainted with the 
proper use of the God, presume to act under 
their ignorance, and then accuse hiih' instead of 
their own folly. 

You, therefore, if you can be persuaded by 
me, will conduct yourself with caution; and 
first endeavour to gain tl^e^ knowledge of your* 
self. When this knowledge is attained, eon* 
suit the God, if you please ; but, in my judge-. 



menii you will Want nb oracle, if jroii arn?e at 
a due degree of understanding (^). Fat con-- 
sider : if he should order you to write and read 
properly^ when y6u wer6 ignorant of your tet- 
ters, you would not be able i but^ if you knew 
your letters^ you could bbth write a6d read as 
you ought to do, Without anly injuncticTn from 
the God.; In the sanie manner, Were he to ad-* 
vise any othe^ undertakings 6f which yoix bad 
acquired no knowledge,, you coulti nbt put hi« 
advice into Execution. Nor will you be able^ 
therefore^ to live properly without a knowledge 
of this requisite, though you should trouble 
Apollo every day with your visits, and he should 
devote his time to you alone : but, with under-' 
standing, you will know of yourself what ought 
to be done, and the mode of doing it; . CEdi-'. 
pus indeed never went to Delphos> but he con- 
sulted the prophet Tiresias (A), and through 
his directions brought upon himself great eala^ 
mities from his own ignorance: for he thus 
learnt his connection with his mother; and, 
when it was his wisdom to conceal the matter^ 
or make such marriages lawful among the The- 
bans, he publicly proclaimed it ; and then la- 
mented with most hideous and indignant out- 
cry, that " he was the father and brother of the 
** same children, the husband and son of the 
*^ same wif^ !" whereas our domestic fowls, 
and dogsy and a^ses, see nothing horrible ift 



thk prac^ej nor /et the Beftsians^ tboagh 
esteeiBed th^ nH>st respebtaMe people in ^ 
Ask. After ihUp he p«t out his own ejres, 
and Wandered about .ma state of l^K»ttaeBs$ a» 
if hi^ had not wandered enough alreadjr With 
his eyes open. 

You then, Diogenes ! I perceive, regard CEdi 
pus as the most inconsiderately stupid of all 
human beings ; yet the Greeks think him, not 
a fortunate man indeed, but of preeminent sa 
gacity : for he alone was able to solve the rid- 
dle of the Sphinx (k). Upon this Diogenes 
animadverted with a faugh : Did he then solve 
the riddle ? The Sphinx directed him to find 
out 7nan : but he neither told nor knew what 
man is ; and supposed the question to be solved 
by a mere suggestion of the term ?tia7i. As if 
any one, who was asked the character of So- 
crates, should think that the mere name Socrates 
constituted an adequate answer to the question. 
Now I have heard one assert, that Sphinx 
means Ignorance : but this ignorance has been 
the ruin of the Bo&otians both in ancient and 
modern times, and has debarred always this most 
sottish nation of mankind fr<xn knowledge (/), 
Others have arrived at some slight apprehen- 
sion of their own stupidity : but (Edipus, from- 
a conceit of his superiour wisdom from baf-^ 
fling the subtleties of the Sphinx, and from the 
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admiration of the Thebans^ propoitionatefy ^g-^ 
gravated his own destruction. For ignorant 
peopie» under a strong persuasion of their wis- 
dom, are much the most wretched of mankind : 
and in this class m^ust the sophists of our days 
be ranked (m). 
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Jl hat many men should become voluntary' 
objects to Pleasure is by no means unac- 
countable ; her bewitching blahdishwents en*' 
gage theif allegiance : but acquiescence in a' 
slavish subjection to Grief is totally irrationar 
and strange. Under the pain and angiiish of 
torture the most severe, we continue witii her 5' 
noi^' admit that Reason, who would sfet us free,; 
and rescue us from our torments. Yet, what* 
is more abject than a man in sorrow? What' 
spectacle so degrading? For this affection ap- 
patently reaches even to the body, by contract- 
ing it^ and rendering it a gloomy and unsightly 
object. Then, not only to abandon ourselves 
to thx^ corrupter of the intellect, but to super- 
induce an exhibition of external devices also, 
blgck apparel, wringings of the hands, and 
*sittiligs in the dust, so that the mind itself is 
compelled in lovat measure by these ' contriv- 
ances never to relinquish it^s uneasiness, but to 
be constantly btoodixig on it's sufferings, under 
a persuasion, that n6 deliverance can be effect- 
ed, ^ince some fresh occasion of sorrow is per- 

F 
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petually presented to their eyes: — is not this 
the excess of folly ? For either the death of a 
relation, the sickness of some domestic or of 
ourselves, loss of reputation or of fortune, dis- 
appointment of purpose, immoderate engage- 
ments, danger, a thousand other incommodi- 
ties, occur in life ; some of which, as if from 
i^ecQssity^ ^re always present* la short, if they 
experience a ^cpspn wholly freQ froili. every dis- 
quietude, stiU the- expectation of misfortune, 
and a knowledge, of it's possible, arrival at any. 
time," takes (asX hold ou' *thc minds of men so 
unhg.ppily.di^posed : on which account, we must ; 
np.t eoii&(;xe. ourselves to a. specific consolation ^ 
fof. every 4 separate affliction ^ because the u^i-^ 
fQrm,,wrptehedness of human life . [a) rcndcra 
this ftH inapractigaj^le task:, l^utvve must pluck - 
the pq.35ion frpqvour souls ^ and, under a most 
rejsolute dcterminatiioiiv tJ^cU.Gjfief is -wholly ij>, 
ejjcuseablej in a,iiiau ~of . undcrs^tanding, wc 
njust live. l-vcnccForvv^rd in. a. stcite of freedom 
from. h^r .tyranny, .and a fearless disregard of all 
cnjbarrassmenti^. 

^In reality uoncj 0|f these Ihings are formid— > 
able J .but- are^ i^aade ^so. by crroncpuJi persua- 
sions (6), and our.inxbecility. V. ](4'iW tliis cause, . 
the generality. of mejn ;dVi^\ capstaiU-h- recalling to 
memory ^n y, cala^iity , .which has Jt^-fal len thcm> "• 
thoudi the recollection be, attoiviod. bv.uneasi- 
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hess : like children, who arc eager to meddle 
with fire, after suffering severely from it ; and, 
if not prevented, will certainly meddle with it 
again. But, as they, who go forth to the battle 
naked, under an expectation of eluding the 
Weapons directed at them, will derive no bene- 
fit from their agility, through the impossibility 
of guarding against every weapon in their way; 
and will perceive the necessity of a strong 
breast-plate, and a complete suit of armour, to 
fepell the weapons, which may strike upon 
them : so the man-, who steps forwards into life, 
will find himself incapable of evading and pre- 
venting every blow of those ten thousand in 
succession, which Fortune will level at his 
head, and must feel the expediency of a firm 
and hardy mind, invulnerable, if possible, and 
unmoved by calamity ; or at least not easily af- 
fected, and impressible to the slightest blow : 
so certainly are frequent stabs, and a multipli- 
city of wounds, the inevitable portion of mor- 
tality ! Thus also, if they, if^ose feet are ten- 
der and unworn, walk without shoes, no way 
will be found so smooth, as to conduct them 
without pain and bruises ; but the least rough- 
ness will incommode them : whilst such, as are 
accustomed to go unshod, will find no incon- 
venience even in the most rugged road. 

Since then our infelicities are so numerous, 
F 2 
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what should be our view, but, with an unavoid- 
able, perception of misfortime and a tranquil ac- 
quiescence under it, to keep ourselves from the 
most ignominious degradation of humsmity, a 
lazy importunity of petition to the Gods^ that 
this or the other event may not befall us ? A con- 
duct not less irrational, than-if an unsheltered 
traveller in the rain should pray to escape 
every single drop which was falling ©n hinji. 
Now the untowardnesses of Fortune surpass the 
drops, of- any shower in number.— 0:f, what 
should you think of that mariner, who, instead 
of attending to the helm, and receiving with 
propriety the course of incidents, should pray, 
that no wave might strike upon the vessel (c) ? 

Come now, vain mortal 1 if all things else go 
well with thee, what security hast thou of liv- 
ipg till. the morrow, without being suddenly 
snatched away from all this appearance of ent^ 
joyment and felicity (d) ? In all reason then, the 
foremost subject of your grief and apprehension 
should be. The incertitude of human things. 
But, if you take this also into youf considera- 
tion, that the term of life is momentary and al- 
most nothing; that the most prosperous and 
happy have been surprised by deaths and that 
the same termination is fixed for yourself^ 
though your life should be extended to extreme 
old-age: you will soon acknowledge the ex- 
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cessive frivolity, the outrageous foolishness, 
of regarding any possible circumstance, as for- 
midable, as important, or worthy of admira- 
tion ; this one excepted- The enjoyment of a 
single day at least without sorrow, without ^fear, 
and similar tormenting. passions. 

Jason, the fable tells us, made use of a cei> 
tain efficacy, wHich Medea communicatedi to 
him ; and was thus protected from the dragon. 
And the bulls with flames issuing from their 
nostrils. We also must procure this efficacy 
from the same Medea, who is the emblem of 
Tirue Wisdom; and despise in future all the 
contingencies of mortality. Otherwise, each 
event will prove fire unto us, and a sleepless 
dragon. Every man supposes his own misfor- 
tune to be the most dreadful and lamentable of 
all others ; as he thinks his own burthen to be 
^e heaviest. But this only proves the weak- 
ness and inefficiency of his body: a stronger 
man, and more exercised by^borious exertion, 
would carry the same load wnh ease (e). 
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LOST men think those topics only suitaWc 
(pt discussion, on which no determinate opini- 
ons have been framed, that the hearer may re- 
ceive such information as is calculated to re- 
move his ignorance ; but subjects of settled ^nd 
unanimous persuasion they deem it superfluous 
to treat- I too, had I observed in ourselves a 
persevering adherence to just sentiments, and a 
regularity of correspondent practice, should 
have spared myself the unnecessary trouble of 
enforcing with earnestness plain and acknow- 
ledged truths. But, when I discover .the 
sources of our uneasiness to be derived less from 
^n ignoranjce of good and evil, than fropn a 
violation of mpr^l principles and a deviation 
from our convictions j great utility must arise, 
in my opinion, from a frequent refreshment of 
the memory by the ^prds of exhortation ; that 
we may conform our conduct to propriety, and 
substefntiatp t}ie truth by action. Thus we 
ffiight pbserve both the physician and master 
fijf tl^c vessel frequently repeating the same hv 
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junctions to those, who have already heard 
• them, in consequence of neglect and heedless- 
ness : and so in life, a repetition of instruction 
on the same subject is of service ; because the 
generality of men are acquainted with their 
duty, but perform it not. For the primary ob- 
ject, even with the sick, is not a knowledge of 
the remedy, but of it's proper application; this 
alone can restore their health : nor in other in- 
stances is a perception of what is beneficial to 
life, and what is hurtful, the end of duty, but 
an exemption from essential errors in our choice 
and practice. As we see those, who have no 
disorder In their eyes, unable to keep their 
hands from that organ, though sensible of the 
pain, which such a restless propensity occa- 
sions ; exactly in the same manner, on this 
subject of morality, with the most clear and 
certain knowledge, men generally fall into 
tliosc very habits, which they condemn (a). 

Who, for example, does not know Intem- 
perance to be a great evil to the possessor? 
Yet we see intemperate people in abundance. 
Idleness too, we are all sensible, not only fails 
in supplying 'the necessities of life, but dissi- 
pates moreover all our substance : notwith- 
standing this, more idle people may be found, 
than such as are willing to be industrious. 
For these reasons, I apprehend, it is incumbent' 

F 4 



72 QK IMM0I>£RATE DESIRES. 

0D those of juster sentiments to be incessantly 
urgent on such topics ; that men may be con- 
verted and compelled (6), if possible, to a more 
virtuous depprtqient : and, in imitation of the 
conductor in the Mysteries, who forewarns the 
candidates for initiation more than once of 
their duty, it is. expedient for the moral teacher 
to pronounce frequent, or rather unceasing, 
lessons of admonition, like solemn proclama- 
tions of the Hierophant. An inflammation of 
the body does not yield to the first fomentations 
of the physician ; but, after frequent applica- 
tion, it supples and subsides : and we shall 
have cause to congratulate our exertions, if 
repeated prescriptions of right reason assuage 
the vicious inflammation in our souls. 

Now I may assert, with respect to immode- 
rate DESIRES, that all men are aware of their 
inexpediency, their injustice, and instrumentali- 
ty to the greatest mischiefs, yet still persevere 
to foster them ; nor will endure a fair and gene- 
ral equality. Yet we may perceive, that idle- 
ness, and intemperance, and universally every 
other vice, are hurtful to those who practise 
them; and all, addicted to such excesses, are 
properly chastised by admonition and reproof; 
they are not, however, objects of detestation, nor 
regarded as the common enemies of man : but 
Immaderate Desire, whilst it proves the greatest 
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possible calamity to the victim of this passion, 
lexcitesalso the feelings of uneasiness in others:, 
he receives no pity, nw is deemed worthy of 
admonition. All men banish him from their 
society, and regard him as an enemy. 

Now, if any one be desirous of apprehend* 
in^ the magnitude of this depravity, let him re- 
flect on his own sensations towards those, who 
attempt a rapacious depredation upon himself : 
for thus he may conjecture the feelings of 
others with respect to him, when guilty of the 
same injustice. Euripides, inferiour to none 
qf the poets in reputation, introduces Jocasta. 
as exhqrting her son Eteocks, to relinquish his 
unjust encroachments upon his brother's right^^ 
by such arguments as these (c): 

' Why wilt thou> Son! this worst of Daemons court, 
Injustice ? All extortion she : forbear. 
What houses and what cities has she found 
Bate, in bliss, but sunk In ruin left ! 
j^nd still you madden for her. Man's first gootf 
h ffiild Equality: this« friend. to friend. 
To comrades comrades, state to state, unites : 
This is the rule supreme, and law, of men. 
But ever to the greater is the less 
Swoen foe, with malice deep, which Nature prompts* 

I have quoted the verses, because precepts, 
elegantly delivered, are adopted for use by 
men of understanding : and in this passage aU 
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the concomitants of immoderate desire are 
found concentrated : it's unsuitableness to the 
welfare of private and public life, and, in fact, 
it's aptitude to subvert and destroy the prospe- 
rity both of families and communities; then, 
that a respect for Equality is the law enacted 
for mankind -, that the same principle cements 
public friendships, and promotes universal 
peace among individuals; that animosities, po- 
litical dissensions, and foreign wars, spring 
from no other source than immoderate desire, 
by which others are defrauded of their proper 
portion. AVhat is bound upon us by stronger 
ties, than the love of life ; and what possession 
is estimated universally at so high a value (rf) ? 
Yet even this will men sacrifice to a lust of gain. 
Nay, some have overturned under it's influence 
their native country from it's foundations, , 

After this, the same poet proceeds to tell 
us {e)y that no desire of usurpation prevails 
among coelestial existences; which are pre- 
served accordingly from corruption and decay, 
whilst they maintain with regularity and de- 
corum their respective stations; Night, and 
Day, and' the revolving Seasons : .for^ with- 
out this uniformity of procedure, their conser- 
vation w«?re impossible. If then a neglect of 
moderation ensure destruction to things, which 
are divine ; what may huinan things be ^up- ^ 
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posed t6 sufFer from this ruinous distemper? 
The poet instances also in the rrieasures and 
ruks of daily accommodation in society, as in^ 
.ventions for the establishment of justice, and 
the; prevention of fraudulent advantages, be- 
twixt man and man. Hesiod goes so far as to 
affirm the half to be more than the whole (f) ; 
with a view, I imagine, to the injuries and 
losses ultimately flowing from injustice. For 
what king, or potentate, or republic, ever ati- 
tempted to transgress the boundaries of equity 
for the gratification of exorbitant desire, with- 
out losing all the prosperity, w^ich they en- 
joyed, involving themselves in e;^cessive and 
inextricable calamities, and leaving to future 
generations a conspicuous example of sottish- 
pess and depravity ? Or who, on the contrary, 
ever consented tp suffer loss, and acquiesceil 
patiently in a diminution of his rights, but 
greater acquisitions, spontaneous and without 
his labour, redounded in the end, with a per- 
nianent duration of his felicity, and a most se- 
cure enjoyment of those blessings, which the 
liberality of Fortune had lavished on him {§) ? 
Did not, for example, those children of Jocasta, 
who quarrelled on the principle of encroaching 
selfishness ; one, from an eagerness of sole do- 
ininion ; the other, from a determination to re- 
cover his share by every possible exertion ;-— did 
oot they, the children pf the same parents, slay 
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each other, and hring grievous disasters on the 
respective espousers of their cause ? The Ar- 
give chiefs on that expedition were ^ughtered 
in the battlfi ; the Thebans, their antagonists^ 
wire soon after discomfited by Theseus, for 
refusing the sepulture of the dead. 

Moreover, from the intempetate appetites of 
a single man, who rapaciously bore off Helen 
and the property of Menelaus, the inhabitants 
of the greatest city throughout Asia virere un- 
done, with their children and therr wires: suf- 
fering so severe a vengeance for the retention 
only of a single woman, and substance of little 
value ! 

Xerxes also, the lord of a whole continent, 
from a desire of adding Greece to his domini- 
ons, shamefully lost all that power, which he 
had assembled ; so vast a navy and so many * 
myriads of men ! and with difficulty saved even 
his own life by flight. Afterwards, when the 
crtast of his native empire, and his maritime 
cities were ravaged by the Greeks, he submit^ 
ted from painful necessity to this disgrace. 

Polycrates, we are told (A), was the happiest 
of mankind, while his dominion was confined 
to Samos ; but, after he crost the sfea, from a 
desire of meddling with the kingdom of another 
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ftnd plundering it's wealth, he was not indulged 
with so much as an easy death, miserably pe- 
rishing by empalement in the hands of a bar* 
barian commander. 

These examples I have adduced for Qitr ad* 
monition, both from remote antiquity and sue*. 
ceeding ages, from poets and historians^ H U 
worth while to contemplate also the pr^^nsitjr 
of Apollo to recompense immoderate deaires 
Virith their proper chastisement. 

When the Lacedaemonians enquired of his 
oracle, whether he intended to indulge them 
with the conquest of Arcadia ; he not only re- 
jected their application, but upbraided in Ae 
harshness of reproach their inordinate ambition: 

Arcadia you request. I give It not 

He also connected a punishment with their at* 
tempt, and foretold the consequences; but in a. 
manner so little understood by this heedless peo- 
ple, that they marcht against Tegea, and ran into 
disasters ofniniversal notoriety. Yet evidently, 
when the God denied Arcadia, he could not 
intend to give them even Tegea, the fortress 
and principal city of that district. But extra- 
vagant desires stop the very ears of men, and 
render them deaf even to the most audible in- 
struction. 
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On another occasion, th(^ oracle directed thd 
Athenians, who consulted it concerning- the 
island Sicily, to enclose Sicily within their city: 
meaning a certain eminence in their neighbour- 
hood. They, however, inattentive to what lay 
before them and under their very eyes, were so 
infatuated with a lust of empire, as to imagine 
the God capable of directing them to enclose? 
with one wall the city Athens and an island 
at the distance of about ten thousand stadia ? * 
Under this delusion, they fitted out an expedi^ 
tion thither -, and not only completely failed in 
their attempt on Sicily, but were deprived also 
of Attica itself, and saw their own city under 
the dominion of their enemies. Nor will any 
scarcity be found of similar examples, with in-' 
clination for the search. 

Now most men esteem bodily strength at 
blessing : yet they, who arc robiist, and powef^ 
ful, and bulky to excess, would prefer a medi- 
ocrity of vigour and dimensions ; because, I 
presume, all beyond this is troublesome un- 
wieldiness : and, in like manner, ricfhes in mo- 
deration have their utility, produce no vexa- 
tions, and furnish the conveniences of life with- 
out solicitude and without deficiency; but a 
superabundance of wealth creates those anxie- 
ties and sorrows, which overbalance all it's 
pleasures and advantages, nor fails to terminate 
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In dissatis^ction and repentance. Nay, some 
from no other source have become destitute at 
length even of commoa necessaries, under the 
pressure of abject poverty. 

But, if any element of Nature in our consti- 
tution should be desitous of extending it's in- 
fluence, how could we continue in texistence 
even for. the shortest period ? I mean,- if tlie 
blood, for. example, or the warm spirit {/), 
should become intense or multiplied in undue 
proportion ; are we not sensible, that violent 
and dangerous distempers must ensue? I9 
musical instruments, if any single note be 
^trained beyond it's pitch, is not their whole 
harmony destroyed ? It is also a frequent subject 
of extreme wonder to my sj)cculations, what 
we should have done, if the Gods had not cir- 
cumscribed the term of human life within it's 
present limits. Certainly, like beings fitted up 
for a perpetual existence, we should have oc- 
cupied ourselves with incessant contentions for 
superiority of wealth and power. As a man, 
who knows, that the voyage, which he is un- 
dertaking, cannot consume more than two or 
three days at most, would be thought absurd 
for laying in .the provisions of a year: ouglit 
not he, on the same principle, who. cannot- 
reasonably expect a longer term than seventy 
y^ears (/r), to be regarded as insane, for storing 
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liimself with the accommodations of a thou« 
sand ? In fact^ many lay up such an immense 
stock, as would sink the ship instantaneously^ • 
should they undertake d voyage: and this is 
the conduct, in reality, of multitudes. 

Again : if a man should invite ten or fifteen 
people to an entertainment; and, when no- 
thing was requisite but a competent provision 
for that number, should prepare victuals for 
five hundred or a thousand people; must he 
not be deemed a downright madman ? But we 
ourselves are entitled to no other name ; whilst, 
with bodily necessities few in number, (for 
what do we require beyond cloaths, and food, 
and habitation (/) ?) we are constantly on the 
stretch to provide accommodations sufficient for 
an army in it's encampment. Nor verily without 
reason : for the generality have indeed an army 
of Desires to maintain within themselves. No 
one, however, wishes for a garment beyond the 
dimensions of his body, because troublesome to 
.manage ; yet will he covet wealth greater than 
his necessities; not aware, that this excess is 
more cumbersome than the former. Croesus {m), 
king of Lydia, hit on a very good contrivance, 
in my opinion, for exposing to ridicule the in- 
satiable avarice of mankind ; when he brought 
a number of men into his treasury, and gave' 
them leave to furnish themselves with as much 



gold as they could carry about their bodies. 
Many not only stufft their bosoms full, but 
fastened ingots to their hair, and held them in 
their teeth; so as to move along with great 
difficulty, and excite infinite merriment by theif 
aukward postures and waddling gait: exactly 
as some men walk through life, incurring 
every species of excessive indecorum and con- 
temptuous ridicule from an indulgence of im« 

MODfiRATB DESIRES4 
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JL TlAVE frequently commended your man^ 
ners, as the manners of a virtuous person, and 
one deserving a priority of rank even among 
the most eminent in virtue ; but your character 
never excited my admiration so entirely as at 
the present moment. In the very prime of 
youth, with influence inferiour to no man, with 
an ample fortune, and amidst every opportu- 
nity of luxurious indulgency by day and night, 
to be inflamed with such an ardent thirst of 
knowledge, to be so ambitious of excellence in 
oratory, as to decline even no labour in this 
pursuit; most decisively evinces to my mind 
the energy of a noble soul, and is characteristic 
not only of honourable ambition,, but a philoso- 
phic spirit. Thus the most respectable of the 
ancients were accustomed to pride themselves 
on their indefatigable enquiries after know- 
ledge, not only in the vigour of youth, but in 
the declension of old age [a). I applaud the 
soundness of your judgement, which esteems 



CUiTlVATlON OP lETTERS* 8S 

An intimate knowledge, and a practical effi« 
ciency^ of eloquence, suitable qualifications for 
a public character. These accomplishments are 
most usefully instrumental both in procuring 
affection, power, and respect, to their possess- 
or, and in securing him from disparagement and 
contempt. For what inspires a man with more 
confidence in a time of danger, than a consci-* 
ousness of his talents as an orator? Who is 
more effectual in laying prostrate and chastising 
the injurious and arrogant ? Who more capa<» 
We of repressing intemperate desires ? Whose 
admonitions do we receive with more submis* 
sive patience, than those of the monitor, by 
whose eloquence we are enraptured ? Accord* 
ingly, we may observe in communities a due 
share of honour given to such as expend their 
riches for the public service, or in decorations 
of the city; but plenary commendations are 
seen to be lavished only on men of eloquence, 
as the primary authors of all political enjoy- 
ments (b). For which reason also those poets 
of the earliest antiquity, who received the gift 
of poetry firom the Gods (c), speak neither oi 
the strong, nor beautiful, as contemplated by 
mankind in the character of Divinities, but of 
the eloquent alone {d). 

However, I both praise and admire you fw 
your conviction of these truths, and your dili- 

o 2 
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gence in the exemplification of them by your 
own conduct : nor am I sensible of a trivial 
obligation to you on my own account, for 
esteeming me useful in corroborating this con- 
viction and confirming that conduct. For until 
this moment, like one of the ancients, who spake 
of himself as prophet enough for his own pur- 
pose, I too thought my own literature, scanty 
as it is, sufficient for my own character and 
views: but you encourage me to a superiour 
confidence and self-complacency, by deeming 
me capable of serviceable co-operation to one 
of your years and extraordinary proficiency in 
learning. I may possibly be able to assist you, 
as a child sometimes, or a hoary shepherd, may 
point out a shorter by-road, or a beaten path, 
to a vigorous and youthful traveller, which he 
did not know. But, that I may not expatiate 
in too tedious a preamble, I shall now attempt 
the execution of your injunctions. 

For a young man, just entering on his ora- 
torical exercitations, a different sort of appli- 
cation is required : but you have enjoyed many 
t>pportunities of practical improvement, are 
'ia)nnected with public occupations, nor re- 
quire the formidable energies of judicial oratory, 
but that species only, which becomes and ac- 
complishes a statesman. 
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In the first place, then, laborious and pain-* 
ful study, you may assure yourself, is not ne- , 
cessary for you : this exceedingly contributes 
to the advancement of one, absolutely devoted 
to a complete cultivation of this object, but 
would only create both irksomeness and disgust 
to an occasional practitioner. As fatiguing 
exercise serves only to debilitate those, who are 
unaccustomed to violent exertions of the body, 
and a moderate motion of the limbs is more 
beneficial, than the straining contentions of the 
gymjiastic school : so your views in cultivating 
eloquence demand rather an intermixture of 
pleasant recreation, than a course of toilsome 
and exhausting efforts. 

Of the poets, I would recommend an occa^ 
sional and perfunctory attention to the come- 
dies of Menander, and to Euripides the trage- 
dian ; not, however, to peruse these authors 
yourself in the customary manner, but to em- 
ploy a reader, who shall recite them with a 
melodious voice, if possible ; at least with na 
unpleasing accent, in all the vivacity of thea^ 
trical exhibition : because your perception of 
their beauties will be keener, when exempt 
from the personal fiatigue of reading. Nor let 
the critics censure me for this preference of 
Menander to all the authors of ancient co'» 
xnedy {^)> and of Euripides to the old trag^e<ii-* 
g3 
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ftas : for physicians arc not accustomed to pre- 
scribe the most costly, but the most salutary, 
diet to their patients (f). Now it would be 
found ^a task ofdifEculty to enumerate all the 
'utilities of these poets. The characters of Me* 
nander, for a representation of whatever is moral 
jEod graceful in human conduct, far exceed all 
the delineations, vigorous and impressive as 
they confessedly are, of the old comedians: 
and the engaging hilarity, the persuasive sim- 
plicity, of Euripides, if less striking than that 
energy and stateliness of tragic pomp, which 
dignify iEschylus and Sophocles, are altogether 
more useful to the statesman {g). His skill also 
is consummate, as a delineator of the manners 
and the passions ; and he mingjes sententious 
precepts in his poetry of universally beneficial 
application ; such as, we might expect from a 
genius tutored in the discipline of philosophy. 

As to Homer, he is' both the midst and the. 
kst and the first (A) to every student, in child- 
Iftood, in youth, and in old age ; supplying 
from his stores all that any mind is capable of 
receiving. 

With respect to lyric, ekgiac, iambic, and 
dithyrambic (/) poetry, they are very CvStimablc 
to one, who abounds in leisure : but, where 
activity is the object, and a combination of po» 
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Ihkal experience with nutritious study> bo o^ 
portunities will anse for ciiitivating ao intimacy 
with that class of poets. 

Qa many accounts an earnest and diligent 
attention to the historians is incumbent on a 
3tatesinan. Independent of their style, a know^ 
tedge of facts, of calamitous and prosperous 
events, such as have befallen both men and 
cities, not only from a rational train of causes, 
but from unaccountable improbabilities, h ex* 
^emely necessary to one engi^ged by choice in 
ac political career: because, in proportion to 
his acquaintance with pa^t transactions, will he 
execute his own enterprises with dexterity, 
and, as far as circumstances may admit, with 
«fEcacy and success ; nor will he suffer immo^ 
derate elation from prosperity, or ignominious 
dejection from miscarriage, under a presenti- 
ment of conviction, that his most fortunate 
-achievements might have issued in calamity. 
•Herodotus you will read, if you can procure 
him (A), at your ease, with no tumultuary fcen- 
^ations: because, the negligent facility and 
sweetness of his elocution suggest a tacit su- 
•spicion of a fabulous invention, rather than of 
historic narrative. 

# 

Thucydides ranks, in my estimation, among 
the foremost in this class, and. Theopompub 

G 4 



8* CULtlVATjOlT OP LfitrftRS* 

with the next in order: for his style has a pe*, 
culiarity of complexion exactly consonant to 
the character pf history, nor does he want 
either vigour or copiousness of expression ; and 
his negligence in the choice of words is not so 
censurable as to cause disgust. Ephorus has 
delivered indeed a most ample variety of factS:^ 
but the supine carelessness of bis composition 
is ill calculated for your purpose, 

ft 

Of the orators, who is not acquainted with 

Ihose, who are generally esteemed most emi* 
nent in this department ? Demosthenes, in the 
txervous vigour of his elocution, the astonish^- 
ing energy of his sentiment, and his exuberance 
of phrase, ha^ far surpassed the merits of his 
competitors ; as Lysias excells them in concise^- 
ness and simplicity, in condensation of thought, 
andean artificial concealment of his oratoric 
powers. Yet would I not advise a particular 
attention to orators of this description, but ra^ 
ther to Hyperides and iEschines: their ener- 
gies are more simple, their arrangements more 
easily apprehended, and the beauty of their 
phraseology is in no respect inferiour to that of 
JLy§ias ail4 Demosthenes, I would recomr 
mend also an acquaintance with Lycurgus, less 
vehement thap the rest,. and depicting the un-% 
aiFect^d sipnplicity of his own matmers in tho 
pw^ 9Qlo\iring of ^i§ ?ompo§itiQn, 
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. It is my judgement also, (but exact critics 
if^ill censure this advice) that you ought not to 
be wholly unacquainted with more modem 
writers, and such as were almost our content 
jporaries; I mean, Antipater, Theodorus, Plu* 
tion, Conon, and the rest of that description : 
because their talents may be serviceable to us 
even in th^s respect, that we are not fettered 
by ^he same slavish veneration for them, as for 
the ancients. Our ability of discovering their 
defects inspires confidence in the perusal of 
their performances ; and comparison is more 
agreeable^ when accompanied by a presump- 
tion, that we shall not always be degraded by 
the result, but m^y claim an occasional supe- 
riority, on competition. 

I will now turn my attention to the philoso* 
phers of the Socratic school -, whom I affirm to 
be most essentially requisite to every man, who 
aspires at excellence in composition. As, in 
diet, po fish without salt is palatable to the 
taste ; so c^n no language^ in my opinion, be 
acceptable to the ear, untempered by the graces 
of Socratic diction* 

Among these I esteem Xcnophon as alone 
sufficient of ?ill the ancients for the accomplish- 
ments of a political man, whether a military 
l?pmp[ifm<3ier> a city magistrate, or ^ puWijg- 
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orator > whether one in a senatorial capacity, 
^ho is desirous not only to be distinguished as 
a speaker, but, as a citizen of rank and dignir 
ty, to express himself confonnably to such a 
character in his judicial functions. Xenophou, 
to my fancy, is the -most excellent and bene* 
ficial in this view of all the Socratic writers; 
His thoughts are simple, perspicuous, and uni- 
versally intelligible : the complexion of his style 
is sweet and graceful, and, with an extraoiv 
dinary proportion of these qualities, impressive 
also 3 thus swaying the mind not only by the 
energetic vigour of his elocution, but by a spe- 
cies of irresistible enchantment. If you can 
-persuade yourself, therefore, to peruse his ex- 
pedition into Persia (/) with all. possible mi- 
nuteness and closeness of attention, you will 
•find every form of oratory, which you shall at 
any time be able to employ, comprised in this 
work : a work, well calculated for a rule and 
standard to every student, who will consent to 
<iirect and model his compositions by this ex- 
amplar of incomparable excellence. 

If it become expedient for a statesman to 
encourage his fellow-citizens in a crisis of ex- 
treme dejection, many specimens of propriety 
in this respect are exhibited in that history.: if 
to exhort and instigate, no man, acquainted 
with the Grascian language, could fail to be 
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iDUsed by the exhortative harangues of Xeno- 
phon. My own mind at least is all emotiori, 
and a tear will inadvertently trickle down my 
cheek, whilst I am absorbed in such a nar«- 
lative of such a writer* 

If the occasion demand that an audience, 
high-spirited and presumptuous, be addressed 
in a speech conducted with dexterity and pru- 
•dence^ guarded from passionate emotion at any 
symptoms of indignation, no less than from an 
indecorous servility of sentiment and a cringing 
humiliation to their insolence; here also Xeno- 
|dion is OUT model. 

How secret communications must be con* 
ducted by a speaker with generals apart from 
the soldiery at large, and with soldiers detached 
ft>om their commanders, in a style of dignified 
authority ; how an enemy may be deceived to 
his ruin, and friends illuded for their benefit ; 
how truth may be disclosed with unoffending 
confidence to a rash and tumultuous assembly -, 
•how to impair the credit of superiours, to de- 
fect the stratagems of tyrants, — and to disclose 
the mutual artifices and impositions of mankind; 
— ^tbis history abundantly furnishes all suitable 
instruction- That commixture of eloquence 
^nd feet, not from secondary rumour and in- 
ventive fancy, but from the transactions and 
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the speeches of the man himself, breathes 
through the whole body of the volume a most 
persuasive influence, and especially with refe- 
rence to thoser.topics,. which I have just speci- 
fied in detail. You will never regret> assure 
yourself from me, an incessant devotion to this 
writer J but> whether you stretch out your 
band (m) in the senate or among the people, 
Xenophon cannot fail of recurring to your 
thoughts, if you have cultivated his acquaint- 
ance with zeal and emulation. 

Exercise in composition I shall not advise, 
except very sparingly; and. recommend rather 
dictation to a scribe. For, in the first place, 
dictation bears a closer affinity to public speak- 
ing, and is performed with less trouble ; then, 
though the practice of composition may pro- 
duce more vigour, dictation is the parent of 
ease and fluency. Nor, when you do write, 
should you employ yourself in the fictitious ar- 
guments of scholastic exercises, but on such 
works as have delighted you in the. perusal, 
particularly those of Xenophon : and your em^- 
ployment should be, either a confutation of a, 
speech, or a diversified discussion of the same 
topic. It will prove also a beneficial exercise 
to review repeatedly, if your memory be good, 
the same passages of a favourite Avritcr : thu^ 
jro^ will become habituated to the cbjiract^r of 
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Acir style and the accuracy of their sentiments. 
I do not mean, however, that you should take 
a whole chapter as it lies, like boys at school; 
but treasure up in your, mind some very favour- 
ite and admired passage. 

Had I been addressing myself to a young 
man, I should have enlarged on this subject j 
but for you these few observations are sufficient! 
because, if but a small portion of them be 
adopted, you must reap no little bcne6t front 
my directions ; if, on the other hand, you re- 
ceive my admonitions with reluctance and exe* 
cute them with uneasiness, they are not abso- 
lutely essential to the circumstances of your 
condition. But I grow tedious in my counsel : 
you, however, are the cause -, your persuasions 
and invitations allured me to this address : yet, 
perhaps, as the skilful wrestler, by yielding 
spontaneously to his weak antagonist, induces 
a conceit of superiour strength ; you also may 
have incited me to advise you upon subjects, 
with which you are better acquainted than my- 
self. To me, if your opinion coincide, a per- 
sonal interview would be more acceptable; 
that we might mutually assist each other in our 
researches through ancient literature, and con- 
verse on the subjects of our enquiries. As 
painters and statuaries are not contented with 
a bare description of lines and coloiirs, but re- 
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commend an ocular inspection, whilst they are 
occupied in their respective art$ ; and, as the 
gymnastic teacher wishes to associate the ex*> 
periment of his own practice with his precepts 
to the pupil : so, in these admonitions on literary 
topics, a superiour utility results from an actual 
performance of the monitor. With respect to 
myself at least, I would not hesitate even to 
read (n) an author in your hearing, could I 
contribute to your improvement ; actuated as I 
feel, by my peculiar affection for you, my admi- 
ration of your literary ardour, and by a grateful 
s^nse. of your respectful attention to myself. 



ON RETIREMENT 



W HAT is it after all, that we mean by re- 
tirement? And of what description are the 
men, who may properly be said to go mto re* 
tirement ? Can we apply this term to such as 
abandon the employments and duties of their 
station? As, for example, if am Athenian, 
when the Lacedaemonians had made an imip* 
tion into Attica, or Philip, or any other enemy, 
was marching thither, should retreat to Mcga- 
ra, or iEgina, from the dangers of the warj 
could such a man be said to go into retirement^ 
Or, if tl\e possessor of considerable wealth 
should relinquish his residence in the city, tp 
shun his portion of expence in the discharge of 
public offices ? Or, if one eminently skilled iq 
the cure of distempers, when his friends and 
connexions were diseased, through a. dislike of 
the vexations and interruptions attendant on 
his profession, should desert them in their ex- 
tremity, and remove his habitation to another 
place ? Or, lastly, if the man, who must liavc 
submitted to take his chance of nominatioij tQ 
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fill in rotation the magistracies of the city, aftd 
of watching by night on some confidential 
duty, should refuse his services j and, for the 
sole purpose of escaping the trouble of all these 
occupations, and the reproof and interference of* 
those, who might disturb him in his convivial 
€njoymet^ts,his sleep, and his sensualities, should 
remove himself to some distant situation : can ft 
character like this be said to go into retirement? 
Nay, rather, it is undeniably apparent, that alf, 
who thus conduct themselves, must be con- 
sidered as fugitives and deserters only ^ and no 
possible excuse can be devised, nor indulgence 
given, to indolence of this nature, and such 
abandonment of duty. 

Or shall a secession from useless occupations 
fimd impertinent engagements, with a view to 
deliverance from troublesome intruders, be dig- 
nified with the title of retirement ? But retire- 
ment is not effected by a simple transfer of re- 
sidence from one city to another, or a mere 
change of place ; because more embarrass- 
ments will pursue us, whithersoever we may 
go J and will continue to interrupt the execution 
of our purposes. In all possible situations, we 
shall be encountered by intemperate drinkers^ 
by gamblers, by men incessantly engaged in 
some useless or pernicious calling^ by trifling 
or corrupting conversation, by despicable syco-^ 
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|))iants of some great man: because silly peo- 
j)le have no dominion over their own determi- 
nations) but are easily whirled about in the vor* 
tex of every frivolous pretence and every de- 
praved Associate : so that the generality of hu- 
man beings resemble spendthrifts ; for, as these 
can give no account of their expenses, though 
large sums have disappeared, most men are 
equally unable to account for their expenditure 
of time, for the days and months and years of 
their existence* Yet the lapses of life and the 
consumption of time are indeed of no trivial 
value to mankind, nor of less account, in my 
judgement, than their money. If, however, 
but a small coin be lost, what a sensible un- 
easiness is occasioned ! and how few can sup- 
port a greater loss with any degree of patience 
and sequaniihity ! Not that such vexation and 
disquietude originate in the proper motive, a 
resentment of their own carelessness and neg-- 
ligence; but in the mere privation of the 
money : whereas, if one day be squandered in 
it's passage, and a second, and a third, no 
man regards it* In one case, they can enter 
into a calculation, how their whole substance 
will insensibly waste away and be consumed, 
if care and thought be wanting : but, in the 
other, they are incapable of this simple com- 
putation ; How their entire lives, without a 
watchful precaution against the random profu- 
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sion of each day, will imperceptibly glide off, 

and be lost for ever ! 

It is not the place then, nor simple emigra- 
tion, which rescues life from an ignominioM 
destruction of our time ; no secession to Corinth 
or to Thebes j but a firm determination of Re- 
tirement. Both at Thebes and Me^ara, and 
every other part of Greece or Italy, in which 
we may choose to live, indolence and supine- 
ness are always in our power ; nor will pretexts 
be wanting, if inclination fail not, of stupid 
impertinences to destroy large portions of our 
time, wherever our residence may be fixed. 
The best, therefore, and most beneficial retire- 
ment of them all is, a retirement to ourselves, 
and an attendance on the proper offices of life ; 
whether we live in Babylon or at Athens, in 
crowded camps, or a contracted island, unin- 
habited by man. Retirements and solitudes of 
that customary kind have a partial tendency 
indeed to promote a disengaged tranquillity and 
a suitable discharge of duty; as a repeated 
change of couch produces sometimes a transient 
refreshment to a sick person, but no eiFcctual 
relief, nor the removal of his distemper. 

Moreover, we may sec instances of men fuir 
^ling without hindrance the business of life in 
the nudst of tumult and a crowd ; as the ma$ic«l 
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jperformcr and the musical mstructor^ Ivho often 
hAt€ their school in the public street^ each un^ 
4jiverted firom his instrument and his object by 
the thnuig and noise of passengers: the dancei" 
nlio, and the dancing-master^ pursue their re-^ 
spective purposes^ without regarding the num*" 
bers in tile theatre that are fighting and strip* 
ping for the battle^ or are otherwise employed : 
nor less the harper and the painter ; and> what 
is the most strange of all^ even schoolmasters 
continue sitting in the street with their scholars^ 
without perceiving any obstruction to the 
teacher or the learner from the bustling multi"* 
tudes about them. Nay^ I have seen myselfj 
in passing through the race«ground (a), num<* 
bets of men engaged in their various employ- ^ 
meiltss one^ playing on the pipe; another^ 
dancing; a conjurer, exhibiting bis tricks; one^ 
reading poetry; another, singing; another^ 
perusing a piece of history or a tale : yet none 
of these different performers were a hindrance 
to the rest from attending severally to the exe- 
cution of their respective dutieSi 

But, an objedtor will say, none of these em- 
ployments so collect and compose the soul, as 
to superinduce a contempt of all other objects ; 
whereas literature, it should seem, and philo- 
sophy^ which eminently produce this effect, 
require much solitude and secretion from the 

h2 
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world, l^ike sick people^ who are upal^I^ C9 
slepp without a profound silenp e in their pH^irif 
ber, the votaries of letters ^1^, mlf^ .'«y?ry 
tongue be still, with no object^ to diveft their 
sight, no noises to n)ole$t their nr, b^cooiff 
incapable of ^concentriiting th?ir thoMghtP to the 
subject of their meditations."— Yet b*ve I $Qert 
many on the se^i-shore indulging (Jiw coptem- 
platipn without inconyeaience, c:Qnver^i»g, 
listening, and plwping at the started ^ea^onj 
because the fprmldable rpgripg of the sea had 
no reference to them, ^nd mpd^ no part of th^if 
concern. Certainly, if they had been inclined 
to notice the different intensities of the ^ound* 
to enujneriLtP the waves as they br^ke vipop thr 
beach, to Qbserv^ the guUs and other bir<is, 
plunging iijto the wat^r, or swimming with 
^ase upon it's surface; they would not haye 
found 19 that ca^ n)uch leisure for any further 
purpose* Preci^jsely in the sfinif manner^ if we 
were able to possess ourselve^. with a pepsua-* 
sion, that the noise and bustle of mftn and their 
occupations was nothing more than th^ tvwbu- 
lence of the sea, we should then suffer no 
molestation from them. This, ther$for-e, sectns 
to be the principal lesson ^nd the most YAlUiable* 
point of discipUpe ; the habituation of oi^r squIc^ 
to^n inseparable attendance upon R^fison, itfx^ 
diverted by all other Ojthw objects fropn t^Q 
proper consideration, which lies l^^ore vl^^ 



A sotil, thus ^xfcrcidcd, will acquire the ability of 
executing; all her piifposes by the rules of rea- 
«cmi but the sotfl, bewilderedy and whirled 
ftbout in perpetual relation from one object to 
dtiother in pursuit of pleasures and the indul- 
gences of indolence, can derive no more bene^ 
fit from tranquillity and sofitude, than a planta*' 
tion can receive refreshment by any direction of 
*hat aqueduct, which is pituatcd on the wrong 
inclination of the hill (A). 

• I know myself some hounds, properly and 
diligentJy educated, who instantly investigate 
the track, when they are let loose ; nor could 
Ihey be induced to relinquidi their search by 
any voices, which might assail them from all 
^directions, by any fragrance from an infinity of 
fruits and flowers intermingling with the scent, 
by a numerous appearance of men and other 
animals, by the footsteps of horses and oxen 
and sheep ; not a single object of all these is per^ 
•ccived by their senses, but entirely overlooked ad 
they steadily investigate the traces of the game 
on every side: to this thev inflexibly adhere, 
till at length they discover and spring the hare, 
i^hich they follow, whatsoever course it take, 
deterred from their pursuit neither by plain, nor 
xnonntain, nor any ruggedness of ground, by 
torrent, or by river j though the hare, in the 
ff)eaA tim^, endeavour to elude them by all the 

h3 
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multiplicity of her turns and doublings : but 
inexperienced and untrained bounds |ire slow^ 
scented, and icon give up the chace j or, if any 
barking of (Jogs, or the murmur of travellers, or 
of shepherds conversing widi each other, strike 
upon their eftr from any quarter, they instanr 
taneously abandon the tracks and eagerly pur^ 
pue the adventitious sound. Now, as I before 
remarked, habit is the primary efficient in all 
these cases. In the 3ame manner, therefore, 
we should inure the soul never to turn herself 
aside and retire from the track of duty : other- 
wise, a ready attainment of our purpose and an 
effective accomplishment of any enterprise be* 
come impossible. Is it not in solitary and 
tranquil situations, more than in any other 
places, that senseless men have devised many 
pnfruitfi)! and absurd contrivances, in which 
their thoughts are fondly absorbed, to the negr 
lect of important duties, whilst they 6gure to 
their imagination kingdoms, riches, and a thbu^ 
^and other marvellous and romantic visions ? 
fSome liave eoined fpr themselves in these delur 
sive dreaips large quantities of gold apd sijver, 
and have thus started into the sudden posses- 
sion of countless wealth ; others have beeri exr 
hibited to their own fancies as the puissant so- 
vereigns of states and empires, amidst the mulr 
tifarjous opcupations of despotical dominion i 
kJUipg ?ome, banishing others, reveJUng in tfec 
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charms of beautiful virgins to the full extent of 
their capricious appetites, and in all the delica- 
cies of the most sumptuous luxuriousness. Some 
also have become money-lenders, and supposed 
themselves engaged in every diversity of con- 
genial employnients $ framing to their minds a 
i^ries of visions multiform and numberless, as 
if broad awake, with their eyes open. Nor 
unfrequently have the most preposterous and 
vicious actions in real life resulted from these 
dreams. . Monarchical crowns, I acknowledge, 
are not a common consequence of such' illu* 
sions: they shrink back from the dull pursuit 
of somnolent inactivity, and are only secured 
by the sharp grasp of watchfulness and vi- 
gour (c) : prodigality of expense, however, li* 
centious love, and avocations of similar depra- 
vity, have flowed, in numerous examples, from 
no other soiu-ce. 

We are furnished, if I mistake not, with one 
specimen of this truth in the conduct of Paris, 
whilst he was sauntering on mount Ida with 
his herd. A thought, which lust suggested, 
came across his fancy, of the bliss attendant on 
the possession of the most beautiful woman in 
thfi world (d) : a felicity, with which no majesty 
of empire, no riches, no conquest of the ujii-r 
verse, was worthy to compare. The second ex- 
^ursipn of his imagination was, who this woman: 

H4 
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could be ? Of what country ? And by what ex- 
pedient he might procure her for his wife ? As 
for the brides and maids of Ilium, them he 
undervalued, as a man of princely birth, and 
thought unsuitable to his alliance : nor did he 
less disdain the Lydian and Phrygian virgins^ 
with the women of Lesbos and of Mysi^ 
Hearing afterwards of a woman in Sparta, re- 
puted a daughter of Jupiter, married to Mene- 
laus, a king himself and brother to the sove-^ 
reign of all Greece ; a woman, whom Ac 
very flower of the Gr?scian youth, with an offer 
of magnificent gifts and a mo$t aniple por-^ 
tion, had ardently solicited in marriage ; sister 
also of two distinguished heroes. Castor and 
Pollux, sons of Jove ;— he was eager to obtaia 
this extraordinary person for his wife. The 
accomplishment, however, of bis desire h^ 
deemed impracticable, unless some God would 
promise to confer the gift. But what deity 
vouchsafes such favours, but She, whose influ- 
ence is supreme over love and marriage ? With-. 
out her co-operation and consent, his project 
was impossible, How then could he persuade 
that Goddess to concede this boon? If ho 
could by any means insinuate himself into her 
good graces, But what favcmr, or what pre-^ 
sent, could he bestow ? Wealth she did not 
want, being herself all golden (e) and all 
wealthy ; nor iiiceQse j fqr incense is offered tq 
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her by every inhabitant of every region : nor 
could she b^ conciliated easily by any other 
deviaeable homage. and supplication. If, per* 
adventure, a man coiild appropriate to her the 
first object of her wishes, and what she deemed 
the most valuable acquisition in nature, and 
give his suffrage to her super«eminent and un* 
rivalled beauty; the Goddess might then be*- 
friend him* Now over whom could he assign 
her the preference, but over those superiour* 
and mo9t potent divinities, Juno and Minerva? 
But still more effectually would her patronage 
be secured, should he reject on her behalf 
most singular and admirable presents, proposed 
to him by the other Goddesses, as the rewards 
0{ victory. 

When his imagination had wrought within 
him this strong persuasion of realities, and his 
soul by her visionary influences bad woven the 
close and ample texture of this illusion; he 
next becomes an arbiter of these Goddesses^ 
a{^ointed by Jove himself: he accordingly dis^ 
parages the vast oficrs of Pallas and oif Juno, 
in competition with the recon^nse proposed 
by Venus, a completion of his marriage with 
^at wonian, who was the idol of his heart 
and the subject of his prayers. In the case, 
fndeed, of an ordinary shepherd or private roan^ 
i)o mis<^ef wou|d h&ve ensued frpm this dream 
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of fency ; but a prince and potentate, abound- 
ing in riches, and powerful in the ^ dominion of 
a city very considerable in those days, seconded 
by the affectionate compliance of his parents, 
found no difficulty in effecting the sequel of his 
purpose. Under these visionary assurances, as 
if substantial truths, he constructed a navyJ^ 
collected a crew, sailed to Greece, arrived at 
Sparta and at the h9use of Helen and Mene- 
laus, was hospitably entertained, persuaded her 
to abandon her husband and her country,, 
brought her to Troy, and thus laid the founda-* 
tion of numerous troubles ^nd dire disasters to . 
his country, 

We may discover, therefore, how sugges- 
tions and desires in the minds of men on the 
vulgar level, and destitute of power, are but 
airy and ineffective, the sources of no difficuln 
ties and calamities : and, as real dreams, in^ 
stantly vanish when we awake, unable to. enn 
dure, according to the popular persuasion, the 
sun and the light ^ so these hopes and wishes 
of such unimportant speculators are the same 
bodiless and fleeting phantoms; but the dream- 
ing speculations of monarchs, and of men opu-. 
lent and powerful, frequently determine in a 
calamitous and formidable crisis. A resem- 
blance to this topic may be found in what are 
tailed wipd-eg^s, genersit§4 without the male^ 
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as if by the incumbency of wind. Whence 
Homer, I presume, under a belief that such 
generation W9$ not impossible, nor incredible 
to human reason, speaks of some horses, as the 
production of the Northern Wind (f) : and he 
might mean also to insinuate, how real trans* 
actions are oftentimes the progeny of fanciful 
jmd impracticable wishes^ 

Now my view in this discourse itself, and 
these digressional illustrations, was, to evince 
the necessity of accustoming our minds both to 
act and meditate, as rational creatures, in all 
places and under every circumstance, amidst 
the tumult of the crowd, and in the tranquillity 
of solitude ; for, without this habit, silence and 
secession from the world will be no segurity to 
the unreflecting and unwise from the deprava- 
tion of vicious projects and the evils of actual 
^e|in<^uenp^» 
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JVAEN in general have never given themselves 
ftc trotable to think at ftll what their eoftdUct 
ought to be, nor what is the most vdlUabk end 
oflife> to which all their <)ther actions ^botild 
be made subservient^ but eadh individual \% 
cceupie^ iti his particular pursuit, some itf 
lkirseman$hip5 somt in military tddties, Some 
in the gymnastic e%efci6esi others in music, iti 
agrictdture, ^r in rhetoric : but the real advan- 
tages derivable from tbeefe objects of their at^ 
tentiotiy and the utilities, of which they are 
susceptible, they neither know rior are anxioas 
to discover. Accordingly, some, by delight- 
ing in the practice of that exercise, become 
good horsemen : others excell in wrestling, box* 
ing, running, and similar feats of agility and 
strength ; some in successful husbandry, or 
prosperous navigation; others surpass their com- 
petitors in the liberal arts and sciences : yet 
how seldom can we find a man of virtue and. 
understanding ! a man, fully sensible ih what 
wisdom and probity consist, 
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Oratory, for ex^fiiplei i^ ^ vety getfCTRl oV 
J€ct pf puTSttit, find with mtn pf Ubcrol pro* 
pen^it^f^ w4 Jaudftblt^ umbitiofis wtne to ac- 
quire s^^itharfty ^ncl iafluinvcc by theif aratoricsl 
reputation both in judicial courts and popuilkf 
assemblies, with a view to accomplish any po- 
litical purpose under contemplation 5 others, for 
the mere glory and. applauses, which they re- 
ceive, as powerful and eloquent declaimers, 
from their admiring countrymen: others, more- 
over, as they tell us, for the private gratifica- 
tion of this accomplishment. Of this class, 
some are speakers, and some confine them-' 
selves to composition only ; a sort of middle 
rank, as an ancient justly called them, between 
speculative philosophers and active politicians : 
but what are the utilities of their employments, 
and to what beneficial objects the reputation 
of one, and the skill of the other, may be di- 
rected, are points, which have never engag^ 
their reflections- Now I make no scruple of 
affirming, that all these accomplishments, un- 
accompanied by such consideration and en- 
quiry, can pretend to little value; but that 
every pursuit, of whatever nature, has it's 
worth and it's utility to the man, who has 
arrived at a just and adequate comprehension 
of this principle. The mere applause of the 
unintelligent, who constitute the majority of 
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mankind^ their opinion o( our powers and of 
our enjoyments^ hki no more efficacy to pro- 
mote our happiness, than their censures ; than 
their persuasion of our inability in literature, 
and our infelicity in life^ 



OS 

THE CONDUCT OF MEN 

AT 

A PUBLIC DINNER. 



JL tiE disposition and characters of men are 
not more clearly discoverable in large popular 
assemblies, than at public dinners : except that 
the circumstances of the former are more 
multiform, and comprise an ampler period of 
time. 

Some men come to an entertainment, and do 
nothing else but drink their wine ; just as a 
thirsty traveller,, when he finds a spring, stoops 
down, and drinks. The traveller, however, 
when he has taken his draught and quenched 
his thirst, departs in peace, without noise and 
nonsense ; but they sometimes both say and do 
many unpleasant and vexatious things. Indeed 
the Nymphs {a) and Bacchus give their respec- 
tive votaries a very different reception. He, 
conformably to a boisterous Deity, and one 
bom in thunder and in lightening, as the poets 
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tell us, fills with genuine fire those who ttse 
him without discretion^ and has made numbers 
appear as if they were thunder-stricken in reali- 
ty. No wonder then, if^ under this approxi- 
mation to perfect phrenzy, they commit much 
mischief; as the Centaurs, Homer informs 
us (6), proceeded to great unruliness and excess 
of violence in the mansion of Pirithous- 

Now some men, loquacious by nature, fasten 
upon a fellow-guest, and pester him with a 
long and senseless story: some employ them- 
selves in humming a tone or singing loudly^ 
with voices most unmusical; and are almost 
equally trouble&opie with the litigious and 
abusive. Others^ of a morose complexion, and 
mighty pretenders to sobriety, disgust by their 
uncompliant humours: neither taking their 
proportion of wine^ nor mixing in the general 
conversation of the company. But the guest of 
gentle nature^ and of an accommodating tem<* 
perature of manners^ not only endures with 
contentment th($ untractable perversities of the 
rest, but by his own harmonious deportment at« 
tunes the discordant company to some concert 
of orderly demeanour; occasionally introduc* 
Ing his own remarks^ and engaging their af« 
fection^, by ev^ry dextrous and persuasive arti* 
fice, to a mor« according and friendly commu^ 
nication with each other- 
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.r^Hch is .the conduct of men at 'an entertain- 
ment. • With respect to large popular assem- 
bJies^^r), the purpose of some, who frequent 
them, is merely a curious survey of the various, 
spectacles and games; and such visitors, as are 
strongly actuated by this curiosity, employ them- 
selves on these objects from morning to night. 
Many constitute a mere collection of market- ^ 
' people, v^rho bring their commodities to sale ; 
§ome make a public exhibition of their inge- 
nuity by exposing works of art and various 
manufactures ; some display their philosophical 
attainments in lectures ; others read publicly 
their tragedies and epic poems, or their com?, 
positions in prose, to the no small annoyance 
of the -man, who came for relaxation and amuse- 
ment: which description most resembles those 
hummers and singers at an entertainment ; to 
whom you are compelled to listen even in your 
own despite. Now% among those literary exhi- 
biters, that rnan, M^ho is ^ble to produce ^n useful 
and edifying treatise, apd lead the assembly to a 
proficiency in virtue apd decorum, enjoys an 
exemption from the general turbulence of the 
crowd, and collects their attention to himself, 
For the generality of men, as it appears tp me, 
are similarly afflicted tp philosophical discourses 
and the prescriptions of the physician : they 
never consult him nor tal;:e his medicines, till 
gorne unequivocal disorder, or some bodily 

I 
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pain, attack thfem 5 nor, again, will they listen, 
for the most part, to the admonitions of philo- 
sophy, unless their life be assailed by sonA un- 
easiness and disaster. . - 

We may remark, for example, how the pfo^ 
sperous man, (conformably to the customary 
criterion of prosperity) rich in mortgages and 
money put out to interest, or one of great land- 
ed property ; if he, with his wife and children, 
be in health, if he enjoy niudh influence and 
authority, unapprehensive xyf wars, seditions, 
and probable dangers : we may observe, 1 say, 
how one, so conditioned, is rarely solicitous of 
any communication with the professors or the 
precepts of philosophy [d): but, if some cala- 
mitous vicissitude should intervene, as a re- 
verse of poverty for wealth, of weakness and 
insignificance for power and distinction, or any 
other extremity of distress; their dispositions 
become more attempered to the spirit of Philo- 
sophy: they endure her nvandates, and solicit 
her consolations. Or, again, should some ob- 
ject of domestic fondness be ravished from their 
arms by death, a wife, a child, or brother, 
they even implore a soothing lecture of condo- 
lence from the philosopher: as if the season 
were now arrived for meditations on the ne- 
cessity of resignation to events with a becom-» 
ing moderation of temper, and on the rtieans 



AT A PUBLIC DINNER. 115 

of supporting their future infelicities with manly 
fortitude; meditations, needless and unseason- 
able before this crisis. Nor V^ foolish people 
discovered to regulate their conduct differently 
with regard to their bodily constitution. At all 
other times, the preservation of health com- 
poses no part of their concerns: they indulge 
themselves without apprehension and without 
restraint in excessive sensuality and eyery iur 
temperance of appetite : but, if an epidemic 
isickness should prevail, or some atmospheric^ 
contagion, they send instantly for the physician, 
entreat him to employ all the powers of his 
art J assaulted, as they are, by tho^e feverish 
paroxysms and raging distempers, naturally 
consequent on such irregularities of life. Where- 
as, that antecedent concern, how to avoid the 
necessity of employing a physician at all, never 
engaged the slightest portion of their attention 
and solicitude. 
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CHARIDEMUS. 



1 LEARNT, some time before I saw you, the 
death of Charidemus : for immediately on my 
arrival hither I was enquiring about my other 
friends, and particularly these two young men, 
where they lived, and how they were in health. 
A stranger, not intimately acquainted with 
them, came in my way ; and askt me, on hear- 
ing the mention of their names, if I meant the 
sons of Timarchus ? He then told me, when 
I answered him in the affirmative, that the 
younger was with you {a) in Messene, grieving 
for his elder brother, who was lately dead. 
After some hesitation and uncertainty (6), but 
from no want of perspicuity in the mail's ac- 
count, I understood that Charidemus was no 
more. Now I may affirm with sincerity, that 
my affliction for his loss is equal tp your own : 
for it would be an inexcusable affectation and 
a disrt^spect for the piety qf your feelings, to 
speak of njy sorrow ^s exceeding the sorrows 
of ^ father and a brother. Yet are these sen- 
sibilities buj: feebly irifluential on the bosoms of 
the vicious : as Opuntias, I am told, v^'as n^ 
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more affected with the death of Charidemus, 
such an interesting and accomplished youth I 
his associate as well as our's, than if he had 
been bereaved of any other member in the fa* 
mily. But your distress at this calamity ap- 
pears excessive j nor can I wonder at the vio- 
lence and sharpness of your affliction : because 
the prolonged life of such a character, as Cha- 
ridemus would presently have shewn himself 
must have proved a public blessing to your 
own city and to Greece in general. For my 
own part, I never knew a young man of a 
more noble spirit and a' more kindly nature. 

But, said they, had you known his feelings 
towards yourself, you would confer upon him 
a still more profuse encomium ; since he ap- 
peared to entertain a higher estimation of you 
thafl, I do not say merely of all otlier men, but 
even of me his father. During the prevalence 
of his distemper, and in the very article of 
death, whilst we and other relations, with 
his most intimat(!? acquaintance, were about him, 
he was constantly dwelling on your name, with 
accents feeV)le and indistinct ; and expressly 
enjoined us to tell you, \vhcn we saw you next, 
that he died with your nanie upon his lips : for 
he continued his conversation with us to the 
last moment of his li e. Indeed, it was observ- 
ed by thuse, who knew you both, that in the 

1 3 
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iilent imitations of his gait, and other particu- 
larities, he was accustomed to copy after your 
example : but neither me did he thus study to 
resemble, nor any other person. 

Perhaps, however, the excellences of his dis- 
posion might escape your notice in his child- 
hood ; but they became more conspicuously 
prominent as he advanced to maturity. For a 
certain manliness and dignity of deportment 
shone forth in him With a characteristical dis- 
crimination : but did ye ever observe any op- 
pressive display of conscious superiority, or of 
disgusting superciliousness, resulting from his 
eminent accomplishments? On the contrary, 
he was distinguished by a degree of hilarity 
seldom seen, and was ready to engage in all 
liberal diversions, and indulge a playfulness of 
mirth with his companions i but to profuse 
laughter was he rarely seen transported : so 
that in no respect did he occasion one sensation 
of uneiasiness to his family. 

In truth, he was the subject of general com- 
mendation, and his fellow-citizens paid him, 
l)ut a youth of two and twenty, (for he was not 
older at his death) a more reverential homage, 
than was vouchsafed to his superiours in age 
and reputation. 
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But did he l>equeath any other injunctions 
by letter, or conversation, on his death-bed ?— . 
Yes : many, and those divine, if impartiality 
of opinion may be expected from the fondness 
-of a father. Though he was removed from ex- 
istence in such immaturity of years, he \iore 
not the appearance of a man, who bemoaned 
his untimely destiny, but was incessantly em- 
ployed in endeavours; to comfort us. At last, 
he called his amanuensis -, and ordered him^ as 
if under a sudden impulse of enthusiasm, to 
wrH^ down a consolatory discourse for our be- 
-D^fi^ I was apprehensive, that an alienation of 
mind had seized him on his approaching disso-- 
Jutjon ; but I perqeived marks of approbation and 
a,pplause in those, who were standing by him^ 

Did ypu pricserve what he then wrote?— 

Most carefully. — Suffer the servant to repeat it. 

— Nay, for I am partly fearful of some defects 

.in a composition by so young a man, and at 

such a crisis : and he always seemed more dif- 

^fident of speaking in your presence, than b«- 

^f9re all other people.— ^But, my good friend! 

ypu will not r^ad his observations to an alien : 

nor am I so spljcrfous about the style, as the 

SiCAtimeQts, wjii<?h ^predominated in his mind at 

that season; that I may form a judgement how 

far he died in reality with cheerfulness and re- 

Kol^ution. — :Th^ then are ;h^s word$ : 
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" What has now befallen 'me, is thus; ac- 
" complished in conformity to the will of God: 
^* and it becomes our duty to deem none of his 
/* appointments harsh, nor bear them with re- 
^* luctance. This is the advice of other sages, 
" and especially of Homer, who has said (c), 

'^ No man should slight the glorious gifts of Gods : 

. ^* bestowing very properly the name of gifts on 
" their dispensations, as universally good and 
*' of good tendency. I feel, therefore, corres- 
" pondently affected, and welcome Death with. 
** a calm acceptancy; pronouncing this testi- 
" mony at no other juncture than in hiis jH-e- 
•" sence, under an immediate expectation of 
^^ dissolution. Receive thistestimony as true; 
*' for my homage to Truth has been ev6n more 
** respectful than to yourselves : and, as far as 
** ye are able, bear up against your sorrow, 
** from a conviction, that nothing formidablt 

• *' has befallen me, by whatever term of horrour 

• *j^ ye may choose to denominate this consum- 
*** mation of mortality. I will not describe this 

<' moment to you, as a grateful and pleasant 
•** crisis; (for I cannot suppose it to have been 

«• appointed for our delight) but, perhaps, as 
-♦* containing some mixture, of what merits ad- 
*•" miration, in it. 

" We mortals -all participate the blood- -of 
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-* our kindted Titans. As they, therefore, were 
" enemies to the Gods and made war upon 
*^ them, neither are we their favourites, but 
** are chastised by them, and punished by con- 
** finemcnt in a Prison : whence, after the 
" term, of our captivity is expired, we are set 
" at liberty and dismissed. Now tliis place, 
** which we call the wor^p, is that prison 
" prepared for us by the Gods ; a habitation, 
•" inconvenient and iwsalubrious; of a tempera^ 
*' ture and state of atmosphere perpetually 
*' changeable, sometimes cold and icy, fiill- 
" charged with wind and sleet and . snow tJoA 
" water J sometimes, hot and suffocating: then, 
" for a very small portion of the year, tempe- 
" rate ly genial; disturbed, however, by lighten- 
** ings, and hurricanes, and whirlwinds, nor 
*^ UTifrequently by convulsive earthquakes. But 
" all. this variety of accident are dreadful pu- 
" nibhments, and strike mankind, whenever 
" they appear, with trepidation and dismay (d). 
" In addition to these incommodities, from an 
*^ inability of enduring the unwholesomeness 
. " and changeableness of the air, men contrive 
^* for themselves other smaller prisons, houses 
" and cities, by a coagmentation of wood and 
*^ stone : as if any one in a roomy gaol should 
" build cells of narrower dimensions for his 
" .habitation ! 
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" The different fruits and vegetable producf- 
*' tions of the ground are raised up for our 
^* sustentation, and continuance in life ; like 
** the bad and unpalatable food, with which 
•* prisoners are supplied : but we receive them 
*' greedily, from necessity and distress : in the 
f* same manner as to slaves, chastised by our- 
^' seWes, whatever we chance to furnish, is 
^^ -fendered sweet by -familiarity ''and hunger. 
*^ These' pjovisioris, however, are in reality 
"'^ base and noxious, demonstrating their dele- 
^^ terious qualities by the weakness of out 
'^'bodies: they are, -besides, * not readily prd- 
^ curable, ner ungiladgingly furnished ; but re- 
'"** suit' from an infinity of toil and raisery. 

** Two Tormentors are the constituents of 
•** our being, the Soul and the Body. The 
"*' Soul comprises within herself Desires, Griefs, 
^^ Resentments, Fears, Anxieties, with ten thou- 
•" ^and other Passions ; and lies, under their 
***^ operation, on the rack and torture by day 
^** and night : for no man, even with a temper 
*^* of the utmost gentleness and self-poss€ssion, 
^^ is totally exempt from not a single passion of 
•" all this multitude ; but keeps them shut up 
-*^ within himself, like wild beasts, compelled 
*^to stillness by forcible restraints and some 
" measure of persuasion, but instantaneously 
" roused up on the shortest intermission of his 
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** blandishments and watchfulness. Tlie Body 
" contains within it giddinesses, and spasms, 
** and epilepsies, with olAieY diseases beyond 
" the power of language to recount, from it's 
'^ refpfetion with blood and air, and from it's 
'^^ coritextute of flesh atld Sinews and bones, of 
" soft and rJ^id substances, of moist and dry, 
" and all possible contrarieties. Our provisions 
'" too, being fhe result of labour, as I before 
^' remarked, and ^subsisting in contact with an 
" irregular atmosphere, aggravate sonre di- 
" seases, and occasion others, not visible be- 
" fore, but lurking' in the constitution of the 
« body. 

" Such are the mischiefs comprehended with- 
**' in ourselves ! 'But our external chastisements 
* " will appear on a comparison of no less ma- 
" lignity than these. For the qualities of fire 
" and iron, the sharp and rough ijnpressions of 
"blows and other injuries, bereave us of our 
" sdnses, if their application be ever so little 
^* in excels; and, when contemporary with 
" dise^s^s, sometimes promote thdr proianga- 
** tion for'a'gfeat interval of time (<?). 

^* Sonirm^rous arid so severe are the tortures, 

^* Under whose infliction men are individually 

'" compelled to abide for an appointed period 

" in the confinement of thi;s prison! nor aie 
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" they generally permitted to mingle with the 

" innumerable dead of former generations, tilj 

" each have left in his own room one, or more 

" successors to his torments. The continu- 

^^ ance of men in this ^tate is involuntary ; but 

** one indissoluble chain holds together botb 

" soul and body. As, moreover, we may ob- 

" serve among ourselves a row of prisoners 

" connected by one chain, some of little stature, 

" some of large dimensions -, some well-featur- 

'* ed, . and some uncomely ; but all equally 

" holden by the same constringency: so in 

'^ fortune, and reputation, and honour, mep 

** surpass each other, as in size. Some are 

" kings, some in a private station ; some rich, 
" and others indigent : all, however, be tjieir , 

" distinctions what they will, are the victims 

" of Infelicity ; and the illustrious and wealthy, 

^' no less than the poor and the ignoble, pr 

" rather in a superiour degree, are straitened 

" by the fetters of the same bondage : for the 

" slenderness of some slackens the chain, and 

" makes it sit loose about them; whilst the 

" luxuriant and swollen souls of monarchs suf- 

" fer by a close compression : as, in common 

" life, a fat and bloated prisoner feels a more 

" painful stricture from material fetters, than 
".a slender and emaciated starveling. Some 

" indeed, of an humble and unaspiring spirit, 

" Ciod himself indulges with a relaxation; 



CHARIDEM0S. 125 

•* binds th^m, it is true, bpt with a slight and 
** easy chain, in consideration of their meek- 
^* ness : of whom we shall speak hereafter. 

" But it seems expedient to mention first, 
" what I once heard, when a boy, from an 
" "itinerant Diviner, concerning the quality of 
** this CHAIN. It bore no resemblance, he 
^ told me, to these common chains, fabricated 
*' from brass and iron, but was of a much 
** stronger texture, in figure, however, and 
" general structure, not much unlike. For, as 
" these consist of links reciprocally implicated 
" through one uniform concatenation ; such, 
** and so formed, is that chain, in which men 
" are entangled by the Gods. Pleasure and 
" Pain compose the links, which are mutually 
** interwoven in continued series ; so that un- 
" easiness and delight necessarily and unfail-, 
'^ ingly succeed each other, like the ringlets of 
** a chain: whilst excessive sorrow immediately 
** accompanies excessive joy ; and thus in uni- 
^* form gradation, through all the proportions 
•* of intensity : and the supreme of all plea- 
" sures, Death, has his station fixed at the 
** end : on which account, he is usually pre- 
^* ceded by an extremity of pain : for what 
** 'pain, incident to humanity, can exceed that 
ff which conducts us to the grave ? 
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" He said also, that every individuai wa« 
" encompassed with other bands/ some larger 
" and some less, which envelopt hun like a 
** smaller chainwork, denominated Hopes : and, 
" as tho^e bands wound over the, whole body 
" from one extremity, to the other, . so these 
•' Hopes penraded and traversed the entire 
" compass of human life even to it's close -y and 
^* exercised an especial sovereigijty over men, 
** by <:onstraining an acquiescence under all 
•^ the severities of suffering. These., secondaiy 
" chains swelle<i, and became gross, round the 
** thoughtless and unwise; but invested the 
" more intelligent and discreet with a slight 
" and easy cincture. This circumstance he 
•* illustrated by the similitude of a .file, thus 
^^ ^gantly adhering to his original comparison: 
" and this file, he said, the dextrous only and 
" sagacious were able to discover, hidden as 
** it was with much ingenuity of contrivance : 
<• as if any one should conceal a file in a prU 
** son, that none of the prisoners might find it 
" out, and effect his escape. Accordingly, the 
" zealous and pertinacious are able to detect 
** it, but with difficulty ; and give it the name 
" of Reason. They then proceed to an ino- 
" mediate application of their discovery, by 
" filing their shackles, and reducing those parts 
*' of the chain, which gall them, to all , the 



CHARIDEMUS. 127 

^ thinness and weakness possible^ till thef 
" have worn away Pleasures and Pains, as faf 
** as the condition of things admits. But the 
'^ operation is long and slow ; for Reason findd 
** great difficulty in fastening upon the solid 
'' and adamantine fabric of the chain, eats it 
" away by a process extremely gradual, yet 
^* proves altogether unequal to a complete ero- 
** sion of the substance. The man, however, 
** who enjoys the possession of this remedy, 
" and uses it with unremitting assiduity and 
*^ his best exertions by day and by night, be- 
" gins to endure his confinement without im*- 
** patience, and walks alDout, like one at K^ 
" berty in comparison with the rest; and, 
** when the crisis of his departure is at band, 
" goes his way • contentedly, as if freed from 
" evefy restraint and stricture. Out of this 
** class the Gods sometimes select even asses"- 
** sors and associates for themselves, through a 
" veneration for their wisdom and their virtue *; 
" and jeward them with an immunity from 
^* ptpiisfament for ever. 

" Such was the doctrine of a morose man, 
** I should think, and one, who had been ejt- 
*' ercised by many calamities in life, with a 
•* late initiation in right discipline : a doctrine, 
** however, neither true nor consonant to the 
** liature of the Gods, I once received a much 
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" better lesson of philosophy than this, which 
" I shall communicate with greater pleasure, 
" from a husbandman ; delivered in tones un- 
" couth and. accents of rusticity, which we 
*' need not imitate: the sentiments, however, 
** I will attempt to recollect, and represent 
" with faithfuhicss. 

" He asserted, in his wayward strains^ with 
" respect to JiTPiTER and the other Gods, that 
" they are good in themselves and benevolent 
" to men, as to beings of the same original 
«* with their own (f). For men, he said, were 
** a race derived from the Gods ; ai\d not from 
** the Titans, or the Giants. When the Gods 
" had secured to themselves^llVe empire of the 
** universe (^), they sent out men, as a. sort of 
" colony, to occupy the desolated earth ; fur- 
" nisht them with a less portion of honour and 
" felicity than their Own, but the same institutes 
** and laws; as populous and opulent cities colo- 
** nise the smaller: alluding, 1 thought, though 
" he did not specify theiir names, to the Cythni- 
" ans and Seriphians, established by the Atheni- 
.*' an?, and to the Cytherians of old, by. the La- 
** cedaemonians, with polities congenial to those 
•* of the parent states : whence a similarity of 
** usages and discipline may be observed be- 
** twecn the colony and the original, but with 
♦* considerable inferiority on one side^ and a 



^ diminutioH of their pristine :rigour. The 
** difference, however, between respective co* 
** lonies of men, and between men and God«, 
** was by no means equal : in the former case, 
^ a mere human diversity discriminates cjrea^ 
^' tures of a perfectly correspondent oatute ; in 
^ die latter, an infinite disparity, arising from 
^' the incomparable pre-eminence of the Gods. 

^ 2^ow, whilst the establishment of lile was 
'^ fresh, the -Gods associa^tcd wilh maokiod ^A), 
'^ and sent ivom heaven procurators, ask were, 
'< £>r our government and protection, such as 
f^ Hercules, Bacciius, Perseus, and others, to 
^ reside amongst us: some, as we arc told, 
« the sons of the Gods, and others, nu>re re- 
^( mote desceqdents. Afterwards 4^ey left us 
*' to conduct ourselves as well as we were 
^^ able: and, in this state of dereliction, de- 
^' ruAViTY and ivjustics sprang up in the 
** world together. 

'^ He sang also ano&er ode, but in his ^^ 
•* of poetry.— Th^ worh>, he said, wa$ la 
^ mansion beautiful and divine, inasmudi as it 
^* was constructed by the Qons : and, as we 
*^ sec scmie habitations, which are provided for 
^ themselves by the afihient and wealthjr, 
•' finished in the roofs and vrallsand entrances, 
.*' with porticos smd with pillars, with griding 
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** and with paintings ; so was this world heart- 
^ tifully constructed for the reception and de- 
" lectation of mankind, richly variegated with 
^ a sun, moony and stars, with an intermixture 
" of land and sea, and the garniture of vege- 
^* tation : all which are emanations from the 
•* opulence of heaven and the architectural 
<* wisdom of the Gods, 

^ Men come into the world as to a festival^ 

f^ invited to a sumptuous and luxurious ban- 

." quet by the sovereign of the Gods, for the 

" enjoyment of all good things. They have 

>* also their different situations assigned them, 

" as guest* are ranged in a diversity of position 

•** on their coiiohes at an entertainment : some 

^ being stationed in a more genial climate; 

" others, under an unkindly atmosphere. Every 

"thing, in short, resembles the conduct of a 

>*• banqueting room ; if we may pardonably 

*' compare the magnificence and divinity of the 

" universe with such ignoble and trivial ar- 

" rangemcnts of mankind. A two-fold light (/ ) 

•'^ was furnished by the Gods from certain lu- 

" minaries, one greater, and the other less ; 

" this, by night, and that, by day. Tables 

^* also, he proceeded, were spread before 

'* them, plentifully furnished with grain and 

." fruits, stome in the state of their primaeval 

** growth, and some elaborated by human art -, 
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^ ahd, in addition to these, the flesh of ani- 

** mals, wild and tame 5 but without any pro- 

*' ductions of the sea. Now the tables, he 

" said, in his rustic manner of comparison, 

*•* were the meadows (k), the plains, the Woods, 

*' and the shores ; some of which teemed with 

** vegetables, some with the produce of culti- 

** vation, some with the supplies of hunting : 

** and all these were enjoyed in greater or less 

*' abundance^ according to the tables, at which 

** the guests were severally placed ; some by 

** the sea, some in the open fields, and some 

*• by the side of mountains. 

** The attendants on these guests were th« 
"•* Seasons (/), as the youngest of the deities; 
** elegantly attired, and beautiful to behold: 
** not decorated with golden diadems^ but with 
** garlands woven from every species of flower. 
** Flowers also did they dispense, and carefully 
** provided^every other requisite of the banquet; 
** bringing in some dishes, and removing others, 
** with opportune accommodation. Dances also 
** were celebrated^ in conjunction with every 
** other hilarity of a festive banquet. As for 
** the toils, which we sustain, in husbandry, in 
^* hunting, and horticultural plantation ; these 
** were no greater in comparison thaii the trou* 
•* ble of a guest at table to stretch himself for- 
** wards, and take the viands with his hand. 

K 2 
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" The cause, said he, of different situations 
*' for the guests was the different temperatures 
<* of air: inasmuch as those, who are stationed 
^' in the extremities, endure beyond others an 
" excess of cold and heat, in the proportions of 
** their respective distances from the light. 

" There was also much diversity in the good 
^* chear and enjoyment of the guests, resulting 
" from a diversity of disposition. The glut- 
" tonous and intemperate neither saw nor 
*' heard, but continued eating and stooping 
" down, like a hog in his sty ; and then nod- 
*• ded to a sleep* Some, not contented with 
•* the supplies before them, would stretch their 
'^ hands across the table to distant dishes ; as 
5< the inhabitants of the midland countries arc 
*< eager for fish, and give themselves much 
" trouble to procure them : others, with a 
** wretched . insatiableness of temper, under a 
f * fearful apprehension from a possible failure of 
" provisions, scrape to themselves and heap upi 
" every thing within their reach : yet, after all; 
" when the time of their departure is arrived, 
" they go away without partaking of their 
*^* stores, in the extremity of want, and leave 
<^ to others that accumulation' of superfluities, 
" which they are unable to carry with them {m). 
?* Such men become the objects of pointed ri- 
*^ dicule, and incur disgrace. Some misem- 
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•* ploy their time in games of chance : the im- 
** plements^ however, of these games, and the 
** dice, were not like our's, but of gold and, 
** silver, denominated money amongst us ; for 
" which they quarrelled, and were eager to 
*' take every advantage to the prejudice of each 
" other and their own emolument. These 
'* gamesters indeed were tumultuous and dis- 
*• orderly beyond every other class of guests, 
^' and the most unpleasant associates of the 
** whole assembly. Sometimes they proceeded 
f* through blows and fightings, even to wounds 
*' and blood ; and particularly were the drunk-* 
" en addicted to these excesses : their drunk- 
** enness, however, was not occasioned by 
*' wine, as among ourselves, but by the intoxi- 
" eating influence of Pieasure. This was 
^* the liquor supplied by the Gods, with a view 
" of detecting the disposition of each individual 
** among the guests. • 

" Two cup*-bearers also were appointed \ a 
'* male, and a female : the name of the former 
" was Understanding; of the latter. In* 
" temperance. The' wise accordingly ap- 
•' plied themselves to the male cup-bearer, and 
'* would receive no potion but from his hands, 
** and that rarely, in small cups, and very 
** safely (w) tempered. There was one large 
^^ goblet, that ofSoBRiETr; and a great num^ 

K 3 
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" ber in the middle, very various in taste, as if 
** filled with a variety of wines, both gold and 
** silver goblets, with animals embossed through 
" the whole circumference of their surfaces, 
" and circumvolutions of plants and flowers 
^* curiously graven (d): but the goblet of Sobriety 
" was unembossed, of no great size, and ap- 
"^parently made of brass ; whence, by fre- 
*•' quent mixtures and in small portions, 
" draughts of moderate pleasure were derived. 
*' To his votaries Understanding performs the 
** office of a cup-bearer with fear and caution, 
*' lest perchance by an- unguarded mixture he 
♦* should cause his guest to stumble and fall 
** prostrate : whilst Intemperance was pouring 
" out to the majority of guests Pleasure in 
** unmixed potions, without the least infusion 
" of Sobriety ; to som6 indeed with a very 
** small infusion, for the sake merely of the 
" name: but* the effect was scarcely d\scemibld 
" at first, and soon totally disappeared. They, 
** in the mean time, continued drinking with- 
*' out any intermission ; importunately urging 
" Intemperance to wait on them, and snatch* 
" ing her, each to himself before his neigh- 
" hour: the accordingly ran round the com- 
" pany with all speed, and panting for breath 
** from the eagerness and hurry of her services. 
" Her guests were correspondently employed in 
"dancing, rolling about on the floor, stri^ng 
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^ against each other, fightings and clamouring^ 
^ like men in ordinary life, when intoxicated 
^* with wine. These, however, are disordered 
'* for a short period only, and in a proportionate 
** degree ; since a little sleep suffices for their 
** recovery from this slighter effect of drunken*- 
** ness : whilst those, under a stupefactive de- 
^^ lirium of Pleasure, from the greater potency 
** and copipusness of their draughts^ are com- 
*^ mitting these disorders through the whole 
" course of life ; so that Death only can com- 
** pose them. He is the only sleep, capable of 
** relieving su^h excessive intoxication. Some 
*^ indeed throw up their pleasure from reple- 
^* tion, but with strong convulsions and ex« 
*• tremity of anguish : he, however, who can 
« support the painfulness of this ex;,ertion, finds 
*^ an .dSectual relief, and lives in more tran* 
** quillity and enjoyment for tjie future- But 
^^ that inclination to this ajnendment is ex* 
^* tremeiy rare : on the contrary, their eager** 
** ness for drinking grows upon them^ fro^ an 
^^ iQces$a;nt a^d emcre^sing thirst 

** Such are the manners of this class ; wh© 
^* abuse the benignity of the Gods to shame 
^ and insuk. But the jncn of temperance and 
^ moderation participaie the indulgences of 
** Pleasure with reserve^ at intervals, and un- 
^ ri^r the unpressiox^ of a forebpding fear, A« 
k4 



^f h tfiato of liberal education, Mrlicfl intited to 
'* aa entertaSnrtitfnt by his superiour, a king of 
^* nobleman, pays no iliore fegard to the meats 
^^ and drinks than fs actually necessary, but 
^* attends to the company and ilnds his delight 
^^ ih the general circumstances of the vi^it ; 
^* those also disregard the objects of intoxic^l-* 
^* tidft, with the dice and gaining table, tod dl- 
^* rect their attention to the scenery before them, 
^^ and to the apartment, in which they are re- 
^* posing; they admire it's magnificence and 
*' beauty, they investigate it's original former 
^' tlon, and contemplate al) it's furniture, as 
^' an exhibition of grand ornamental pictures ; 
^* the test of it's ceeonomy aiid Arrangements, 
" the regularity and the skill, with which the 
^* Seasons execute their functions in rotatibil^ 
*' are examined by them alone with accurktd 
M attention, and a discernment apprehensive of 
^' their beauty. Against an apparent insensi-* 
^' bility to such charms, and an incapacity, 
f*^ when removed from these objects, of ijiepre- 
" senting to ati enquirer whdt they have seeft 
^* and know, they guard themselves with scru-. 
f pulous anxiety. ' ' 

?' Under the influente of this caution, and 
" participating Pleasure by the admeasurement 
?* bf distretion, they pass through life in small 
^^ associations of men similarly minded witji 
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*• tbeitisekres. On some accasions of extraor- 
" dinary turbulence and uproar from the vota- 
*' ries of Intemperance, their views are con- 
^* verted thither; but instantaneously return, 
^ and concentre upon themselves. 

** Whatever way the intemperate may chance 
^* to go, they are haled and dragged along by 
'' their attendants, with much pain and injury, 
^^ with cries and lamentations; neither sensi- 
'• ble by what road they went, nor how they 
'* were entertained, how long soever they 
'' might stay. The temperate, on the contrary, 
*^ retire unassisted, with upright and steady 
♦* pace, after saluting their friends, and with 
^' cheerful and happy countenances, like men 
'* conscious to themselves of no impropriety 
^^ and indecorum, 

" Now the Divinity, after observing with 
^< circumstantial inspection, as in his own fa- 
'* mlly, the behaviour of the guests, is con- 
^ staittly employed in calling the most orderly 
*^ of them "to himself; and, when he is pecur 
*' liarly pleased with the conduct of any indir 
*' vidual> he commands his stay, admits him 
** as his companion and fellow-guest, and re- 
** gales him he nceforward with potations of hi^ 
** own nectar. This resembles the beverage of 
^* Sobriety, but with siiperiour transparency 
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" and purity : as might be expected in a po* 
'* tion of divine and genuine Sobriety (p)," 

Oh I Charidemus, what an admirable man 
have we lost in you 1 What a promise of pre- 
eminence above all your contemporaries have 
you here displayed ! What a proof of future 
distinction have you exhibited to your father 
;and fellow-citizens, not in words merely, but 
hy a demonstration of substantial and extraor- 
dinary manliness ! For my own part, I am at 
a loss for topics of consolation to relieve you 
under the pressure of so grievous a disasters 
utterly unable as I feel myself to alleviate my 
cwn sorrow. You alone, Zimarchus I are ca^ 
pable of soothing and healing the deep afflic** 
tion of your father, by endeavouring to come as 
little short as possible of yoijr brother's excels 
Jences : for it would be a most disgraceful in* 
congruity for you to possess that wealth,' which 
you have already received from him, witlj th« 
full inheritance at your father's death, and to 
slight at the same tim^ his. sobriety, and mag* 
nanimity, and ardent aifection £pr all that is 
honourable and good, as if you were desirous 
of claiming no affinity with his virtues. 
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JL O execute a Libyan fable, and to exhaust 
our literary occupation in employments of this 
nature, is not a very promising undertaking to 
inen of correct and proper sentiments, who 
never feel ambitious of hazarding their charac^ 
ter for credibility : nor again is an entire ab- 
stinence from such compositions altogether kd- 
viseable, grounded upon an aversion to the lo^^ 
jquacity of such narratives. In some instances* 
perhaps, a dextrous application of fables to 
some seasonable duty of common life, and a 
-comparison of these fancies with present reali- 
ties and existing truths, may be productive of 
Utility in the regulation o£ human conduct. 

This inventive faculty, this mythological di- 
rection of our talents, when conducted with 
dexterity, bears a resemblance to the practical 
ingenuity of the horticulturist in his manage- 
ment of plants : for he sometimes, by inocu« 
Jating and engrafting shoots . from cultivated 
^d fruitful trees oi\ wild and barren stocks, 
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converts an unproductive and useless vegetable 
into a tree of fertility and service. Exactly in 
the same manner^ a profitable and edifying 
morality, inserted in tales, originally destitute 
of improvement, renders fruitful their barren 
and uninstructive natures. Nor is it improba- 
ble, that the first inventors of such apologues 
contemplated this purpose in the fabrication of 
them, suggesting by latent insinuation to those, 
endowed with sagacity for a just conception of 
their intentions, a transfer of the fictitious cir- 
cumstances in the fiable to the practical morali- 
ties of life (a). 

So much, as a certain author said, for the 
overture of our musical composition. What 
now remains to be performed, is a relation of 
the tale itself, an execution of the tune in ques- 
tion ; an exhibition to the reader of that simili- 
tude, by which the human passiohs, or de- 
sires, may be correspondently depictured. 

In remote ages, an unmanageable and sa- 
lvage race of wild beasts is said to have ex- 
isted, very numerous, and most plentifully pro- 
duced in the uninhabited tracts of Libya: coun- 
tries, which, even at this day, appear pecu- 
liarly fertile in all the variety of living creatures, 
both reptiles and other animals of a noxious 
tpharacter. Among these^ that creature, which 
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fiMms the subject of our present narrative, was 
also generated. 

The conformation of it's body was singularly 
strange; little else than a combination of parts 
the most discordant and incongruous imagin- 
able. It is said to wander in it's excursions 
as far as the quicksands on the African shore of 
our Mfediterranean sea, in quest of food; hunt- 
ing after other wild beasts, and among them, 
after 4ions and panthers ; as these pursue stags, 
and zebras, and sheep; but that it's ^ most 
pleasing object of pursuit is Man : and with 
no other view does it penetrate to those sands 
after Ae people, who live in their vicinity. 

' Now these sands compose a bay of the sea, 
which advances to a considerable distance with* 
in land ; a distance, as the report goes, of a 
three day'« voyage to a vessel with a fair wind 
and a favourable currenj/^ but no vessel, which 
is carried -down to their extremity, can effect 
it's navigation back; shallows and conflicting 
currents, with long stripes of isthmus to a vast 
extent, render that sea altogether difficult and 
impracticable. No clear basin of water can 
be discovered in those parts ; but a place, hol« 
low and choaked with sand, ikstitute of .a 
stable bottom, forms a receptacle for the waters 
of the ocean. Hence, Leuppose, are occasioned 



142 Ji LIBIJAN PABLB. 

in that place those huge banks and accumu^ 
lations of the sand ; the waves in this bay pro- 
ducing the same eflfect, as whirlwinds in the 
desert. The continent, indeed, in the neigh- 
bourhood is distinguished by a similarity of ex^ 
temal form ; desolate plains, and hills of sand« 

But these savage creatures, if shipwreckd 
mariners make their escape from the sea to the 
shore, or if any Libyan accidentally pass by 
those parts or wander thither, make their ap- 
pearance instantly, and seize upon their prey. 

I shall now delineate the general configura-* 
tion and fashioa of their body. Their face is 
the feminine face of a comely woman: their 
tnreasts and bosom are most exquisitely beauti- 
ful 5 and their neck incomparably exceeds in 
loveliness that of the most spotless virgin or the 
most blooming bride, and defies alike the skill 
of the statuary, or the painter, to represent : 
the skin brightens with an unsullied lustre (6),* 
while Benevolence and De^sire glance from their 
eyes into the soul of the observer. The rest of 
the body is rigid, and protected by impenetra- 
ble scales, with the lower extremities like a 
perfect serpent, terminating in a serpent's head 
of peculiar fe»ocity. 

These beasts, however, are said not to have 
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wings, to be gifted with no faculty of speech 
and conversation, as the Sphinxes, nor to utter 
a distinct voice of any kind ; but to hiss only, 
like dragons, with excessive shrillness. In 
swiftness they surpass all other animals, whose 
speed is in their feet; so that none can possibly 
escape their power. Other creatures they over- 
come by strength, but men by stratagem ; ex- 
posing to the view their bosoms and their breasts, 
and bewitching at the same time by the fasci- 
nations of their eye, so as to excite an irresisti- 
ble desire of communication with them, as if 
they were women in reality. They, in the 
mefui while, continue fixed to the same posi- 
tion, with their looks modestly cast down, in 
imitation of female coyness : then, by a sudden 
spring, snatch the spectator, when arrived 
within their reach, by means of the claws, with 
which their hands are furnished, and which 
were studiously secreted from the view: The 
serpent-pait immediately kills the prey by the 
venom of it's bite ; and, in conjunction with 
the other component members of this diversified 
contexture, preys upon die carcase* 

• Such is this fable : not fabricated for a pee-« 
vish child, to still his firetfulness and terrify his 
perversity ; but is here exhibited in this volume 
by myself, as calculated to convince effectually 
those of maturer years, more sottish and per^ 
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yerse than children^ that our Pas^ioks are b 
species of beings most irratiooal and brutish ia 
their nature; treacherously holding forth cer- 
tain semblances of pleasure^ and, by this allure-* 
mecit of the inconsiderate with the witchery of 
their vrUy blandishments, involving them in a 
most lasKUtable and piteous destruction. It is 
oiur duty to present these Passions to our eyes, 
as objects of perpetual alarm: and, just as 
nurses terrify children, when they desire their 
food, or pastime, or use any other importoniiy, 
at an inconvenient season; we also, when Lux- 
ury, or Riches, or Lust, or Ostentation, or any 
other Pleastire, solicits to indulgence, should 
itcur to this monster of the fable : lest, by 
yielding to the delusive enticements of our pas- 
sions, we foe snatched away and destroyed by 
the most Ignominious of all possible perdition. 
As for the remaining particulars of the fable, a 
consouant application of them is in no wise 
difficult to any man, gifted with a prompt CX'^ 
pression, and with abundant leisure. 

The relators of this fable infoon us also, that 
a certain king of the Libyans, from indignation 
at the destruction of his. subjects, undertook to 
destroy this tribe o( beasts, who had taken pos^ 
session of a thick and wild forest, and stationed 
themselves in great numbers uoder the shelter 
of thl^ retirement. -As their residence was 
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readily discoverable by the serpentine volumes 
of their bodies, and the pestilential odours, 
which issued from the spot, he encompasst the 
forest on all sides with a large multitude of 
soldiers collected for the pufpose, and threw 
fire upon the monsters from all quarters. Such, 
as were enclosed in the forest at that time, were 
destroyed, together with their young ; whilst 
the Libyans fled with all possible expedition 
from the place, nor rested night and day, till 
they halted by the side of some river, when 
they supposed themselves to hive anticipated 
a space too great to be overtaken. That di- 
vision of those savage creatures, which was 
absent in quest of food, as soon as they per- 
ceived the demolition of their recesses, vi- 
gourously pursued their enemies to the river, 
and compleatly destroyed the whole company ; 
seizing some of them as they lay overpowered 
by sleep, and others exhausted with insupport- 
able fatigue. 

For that time, therefore, his attempt to ex- 
tirpate this race of beasts was thus rendered in- 
effectual : but afterwards, Hercules, in the 
prosecution of his employment imposed on him, 
that of purging the whole earth from savage 
beasts and lawless tyrants, came thither also, 
and burnt up the place: whilst such of the 
monsters as escaped from the fire, and came 
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within his reach, he encouiitered with his dub j 
such, as retreated from that deadly weapon, he 
transpierced with his arrows. 

Perhaps now the ensuing moral is insiiluated 
by this Fable. If one among the generalify of 
mankind undertake , to - purify his soul, like 
some impervious wood, thickly occupied by an 
untractable tribe of monsters ; and hope to 
have attained an effectual deliverance, by a 
flight not prosecuted with a sufficiently perse- 
vering vigour ; a remnant of Passions quickly 
returns upon him, and accomplishes his de- 
struction. But, when a genuine Hercules en- 
gages with these monsters (c), the son of Jupi- 
ter and Alcmene, he exhibits a heart pure, and 
a mind humanised, to perfection. This intel- 
lectual and moral excellence was latently sig- 
nified by the civilization of the earth through 
the destruction of savage beasts. 

Before we conclude this discourse, are you 
desirous of an additional gratification from a 
short appendage to this Fable ?— Such is the ge- 
neral persuasion and firm conviction of it's* au- 
thenticity, that a monster of the same race is 
said to have appeared in a succeeding period to 
some Greeks, on their way to consult the ora- 
cle of Jupiter Amnion, under the conduct of 
a powerful . protection, consisting of horsemen 
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and of archers. This assemblage supposed 
themselves to descry a female, reclining on a 
sand-bank, with a covering of skin upon her 
shoulders, like the Libyan women ; at the same 
time displaying her bosom and breasts, and 
with her neck bended backwards. They ac- 
cordingly suspected her to be some courtezan, 
who had come from a village in the neighbour- 
hood, and was exposing herself there to the 
, notice of the passing multitudes : so that twd 
young men of their company, smitten with her 
beauty, advanced towards her. The one, who 
outstript the speed of his companion, was seized 
by the monster, dragged into a hollow in the 
sand, and devoured. When the second arrived 
at the edge of this cavity, he saw what had hap- 
pened, and by a loud shriiek brought the rest of 
the company to his assistance. The beast, how- 
ever, violently assailed the youth with his ser- 
pent-tail, slew him, and departed with a con- 
tinued hiss. The body was- left in a corrupt 
and putrifying state : but the Libyans, who con- 
ducted the expedition, would not suffer their 
dead companion to be h&ndled ; regarding it 
as the cause of certain death to all, who should 
venture to come into contact with the carcase. 
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T is a doctrine of the Philosophers, we are 
told, that the wise man alone is happy, or un- 
der the guidance of a propitious Daemon (a). — 
It is their doctrine indeed, but do you receive it 
as a truth ? — I do. — Why then did you not ear- 
ier impart to me also this document of philoso- 
phy ? — You must first inform me, what you sup- 
pose to be the nature of this Daemon. — I sup- 
pose it to be that power which domineers over 
each individual ; that power, by whose will the 
life of every person is controuled, both the free- 
man and the slave, the rich and the poor, tlie 
monarch and the meanest of the vulgar; and 
under whose cooperation all our actions are 
performed.— But do you believe this power, 
which thus sways the individual, and is by you 
denominated a Daemon, to exist withia the man 
himself, or to be situated without him, and 
there exert this authority and dominion over 
the subject mortal ?— I conceive this Daemon to 
exist without. — He must be then, I presume. 
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another man: for wc see, peradventure, one 
man exercising a jurisdiction over another, or 
a single person over many j leading them v^^hich 
way, and in what manner, he pleases, either 
by persuasion, by violence, or both. I am 
speaking of no strange and unheard-of circunr- 
stance. These oratorical demagogues, for ex- 
ample, who hold entire communities in a sub- 
missive acquiescence •to their will (6), and in- 
duce them to regulate every public action by 
their prescriptions and advice, whether they 
persuade to war, or to the conclusion of a 
peace ; to build the battlements and walls of 
the city (c) j to perform a sacrifice ; to expel! 
certain citizens, to deprive these citizens of their 
property, or even sentence them to death. I 
might instance also in kings and tyrants, and in 
the master, who has puchased his household 
servants with money, or is come into absolute 
possession of them by any other method. In 
this view of the subject, you might style Ly- 
curgus a Daemon of the Lacedaemonians; be- 
cause, by his orders, the Lacedaemonians to this 
very day are scourged, keep watch all the night 
in the open air, exercise themselves naked, and 
endure many other things ; which would appear 
a very harsh and irksome discipline to a different 
community. Of the same class too was Pisis- 
tratus at Athens : for you must recollect how 
the Athenians under his orders and domination, 

L 3 
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quitted their readence in the city, ^nd at length* 
by a continuance in the country, were convert- 
ed into husbandmen; and there cloathed, in 
compliance with his injunctions, the whole 
tract of Attica, naked before his time and de- 
stitute of wood, with plantations of the olive- 
tree. .Nor were' they less obedient in every 
other circumstance to his commands. 

• 
In after days, you may affirm, perhaps, with 
propriety, that two other Daemons sprang up in 
the persons of Themistocles and Pericles. You 
are acquainted undoubtedly with the history of 
these men. You remember how Themistocles 
compelled the Athenians, who had confined 
themselves wholly to military operations by land 
before his days, to carry on a war by sea; to 
abandon their country and city to t]»e barbarians, 
their sanctuaries also of the Go<is, with the se- 
pulchral monuments of their ancestors; and 
to transfer all their property on ship-board. Af- 
terwards, the same man directed them to raise 
a wall round the whole extent of the Piraeus, 
not less than ninety stadia in length, and with 
other injunctions, similarly irksome and labo- 
rious ; some of which they continued to per- 
form during his presense with them in the city, 
and others they proceeded to finish even after 
his banishment and death « 
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To supceed thpnir you may affirm acme other 
Da^Qns to have arisen among the Athenians'; 
such as Alcibiardes^ the son of Clinias, with 
Nicias, and Cleon, and Hyperbolus {d) : part» 
mild and gentle Daemons ; part, most malignant 
and austere. 

We might mention Cyrus also, as a Daemon 
of the Persians for a certain period ; a Daemon 
of a truly liberal and kingly character : who res* 
cued his i:ountrymen into liberty from their slav- 
ish subjection to the Medes, and rendered them 
lords of all the nations throughout Asia. 

Other specimens of these Daemons we may 
discover in Cambyses, in Darius, and the suc« 
ceeding monarchs of that country. As for 
Cambyses, be squandered their we&lth, shot 
them to death with arrows, compelled them to 
military expeditions, laborious and frequent; 
nor ever suffered them to remain in tranquillity 
at home. Darius *tdO, after accumulating all 
the opulence in his power, and forcing his sub- 
jects to bring the land into a state of cultiva- 
tion, even he was not contented without ha- 
rassing his people by a succession of wars, both 
arduous and full of danger : such, for exam- 
ple, as that expedition against the Scythians, 
and the war with Athens. 

L 4 
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With no less propriety of application might 
the Romans also have denominated Numa their 
Daemon ; and the Carthaginians have transfer- 
red the same appellation to Hanno and to Han* 
niba] ^ as the Macedonians, to Alexander and 
to Philip : who, after his father had yielded the 
superiority of power to the Olynthians, and 
transmitted to him a dominion over a weak and 
degraded people, rendered them strong and 
warlike, and masters of almost every state in 
Greece. But Alexander, shortly after him, 
transporting his subjects from Europe into Asia, 
exhibited his Macedonians at the same time 
the most wealthy and most indigent of men, the 
most powerful and impotent, exiles and sove- 
reigns together ; by adding Egypt, and Babylon, 
and Susa, and Ecbatana to their empire, but suf- 
fering iEgse, Pella, and Dium, to he wrested 
from him. 

As for Hanno, he metamorphosed the Carthan 
ginians from Tyrians into Libyans, by trans-, 
planting them put pf Phoenicia into Libya : he 
constrained them to devote their industry to the 
acquisition of wealth, by providing marts of 
merchandisej commodious harbours, andabun^ 
dant shipping ; and by extending their empire 
through many lands and over distant seas. Han- 
nibal also enabled them for the space of sevcfc 
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teen years to possess the sovereignty of even Italy 
herself in addition to their empire over Libya. 
Again, by an entire reversal of their condiiion» 
they were reduced through his agency to com- 
plete destruction, their city was razed from it*$ 
foundations, and transferred by the Romans to a 
region far remote {e) ; through the agency of a 
man, who had destroyed multitudes of those 
Romans in his former life, and had nearly 
made himself master of Rome herself, but vo 
luntarily abstained from that enterprize, as it is 
reported, through Vexation at an opposing fac- 
tion among his countrymen at home. On an esti- 
mate of these transactions, this Hannibal^ per- 
haps, cannot be galled with justice a good 
Daemon either to the Carthaginians, or the 
Romans, 

Numa, on the contrary, when Rome wa^ 
committed to his guidance; a city, little and 
inglorious, constructed also on a piece of land 
usurped from it's neighbours, with inhabitaHts 
consisting of a miscellaneous and lawless rab* 
ble, at hostility witl) adjoining states; poor^ 
^nd uncultivated, and subsisting with preca- 
riousness and danger: Numa, I say, secured 
firmly to his subject^ that country, which they 
)ield from Romulus by a perilous and uncer- 
tain tepure ; conciliated the friendship of their 
neighbours, instituted laws and polities, both hu* 
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ma,0 and divine ; and, in short, became the funr 
damental author of all the happiness of Rome in 
that prosperity of succeeding times; a prospe- 
rity, denoi3!ansitcd good Fortuncy or the benignity 
iftheDMMOjifffJ, 

I might exemplify this sentiment by in* 
stances of other cities, and families, and in- 
dividuals, who have enjoyed happiness or misery 
through the instrumentality o^ their kings 
and rulers ; but, if I mistake not, my opinion 
has already been illustrated and established by 
a sufficient number of examples. Now, if you 
feel inclined to call thi^se governoi^. a sort of 
DjEMONs to the subjects under their authority, 
as the primary causes of success and miscar- 
riage to their respective citizens, I shall admit 
the denomination with readiness and pleasure. 
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X^IOGENES of Sinopc, after the sentence of 
exile from his country was pronounced against 
him, with the external appearance of a man in 
the most abject condition, comes to Athens; 
and meets there Euclid of Megara, who had 
also incurred banishment on account of the ex- 
pedition with the younger Cyrus {a). The^rest 
of the philosophers, whom Diogenes encoun- 
tered in that city, he quickly regarded with con- 
tempt, but associated with Antisthenes (6), not 
80 much from a personal attachment to the man, 
as from an approbation of his doctrines ; which 
he esteemed to be the only true philosophy, and 
alone capable of beneficial influence on human 
manners. As for Antisthenes himself in com- 
petition with his philosophy, Diogenes was ac- 
customed to reprove him for an immoderate ef- 
feminacy ; and would scoffingly call the man 
J trumpet ; which could not listen to it's own 
voice, however loud and piercing (c). Anti- 
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sthenes in his turn endured this severity with 
good humour, from his extraordinary venera- 
tion for the frankness and magnanimity of his 
reprover; and, by way of retaliation for the trum- 
pety compared Diogenes to a wasp; which made 
but a little-noise with it's wings, but inflicted with 
it's sting a most painful wound. Antisthenes 
accordingly derived the same pleasufe from the 
unrestrained boldness of his conversation, as rid- 
ers from a horse of spirit; who are not offended 
by a certain degree of unmanageable fierceness, 
when united with a steady courage and a labo- 
rious perseverance under toilsome exercise : but 
the dull and sluggish aftimal they dislike and 
reject. Sometimes Antisthenes would stretch, 
and sometimes relax, the vigour of this freedom 
in Diogenes ; as a musician varies the tone in 
the strings of his instrument, with a suitable 
caution against bursting them asunder. 

After the death of Antisthenes, as Diogenes 
thought none of the remaining philosophers 
worthy of his society and conversation, he trans- 
ferred his residence to Corinth, and there con- 
tinued to pass his days : he hired, however, no 
house, nor took up his lodging with a friend, 
but abode in the open air at the Cranium (rf). 
His motive for living in this city was, the mul- 
titudes of people, who resorted thither, allured 
by the convenience of the harbours, and by 
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the elegance and beauty of the courtezans {e) : 
nor was the position of that city a less induce- 
ment ; so stationed as to be the thoroughfare, in 
a manner, of all Greece. He reasoned with 
himself, that a man of understanding should be 
there ready with his assistance, and there fix his 
habitation, where he discovered the greatest 
concourse of heedless people, for the purpose 
of reproving and chastising their inconsidera- 
tion and absurdity -, as a good physician should 
be attendant with his services, where sickness 
is most prevalent (/). When the period of the 
Isthmian games {g) returned, and all 'the 
world was collected on the Isthmus, he also 
went down to this solemnity ; gathering enter- 
tainment and instruction from contemplating 
the bustling eagerness of men in these vast as* 
semblies, the peculiarity of their propensities^ 
the various objects of their visit to such a di- 
stant place, and the several accomplishments, 
in which they boasted. 

On these occasions he rendered himself per- 
fectly free of access to every one, who was de- 
sirous of conversing with him j and would fre- 
quently declare his astonishment at the certain 
forwardness of all mankind to apply for his as- 
sistance in the tooth-ach, if he had professed a 
remedy for that pain, and a dexterity at an 
easy extraction of the tooth ; or, if he had un- 
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dertaken, perad venture, to cure the maladies 
of the eye, at the wiUiu^ess of all, afflicted in 
that organ, to shew their eyes to him for ad- 
vice : or again, if he were acquainted with a 
remedy for the spleen, the gout, or a defluxion 
of rheum, at finding no scarcity of patients : 
but now, said he, because I profess an ability 
of healing every man, who can prevail upon 
himself to follow my^ advice, of his ignorance, 
and his depravity^ and his sensual intemperance ; 
not a creature makes an application to me, nor 
would r^qijest me to cure his ailment, though 
I should even bribe his attendance with a sum 
of money (A) : as if intellectual and mental ma- 
ladies were less grievous than disorders of the 
body 5 and an overflowing of the spleen, or a 
decayed tooth, could be thought a more serious 
distemper, than a soul sottish and undisci- 
plined, unmanly and headstrong, addicted to 
licentious pleasure, illiberal, passionate, a prey 
to melancholy, crafty, and in all possible re- 
spects corrupt. 

There happened to be collected at this time, 
around the temple of Neptune, a set of rascally 
sophists, clamouring, and reviling one another, 
with such as called themselves their disciples, 
in sharp contention with their associates ; and 
a variety of authors reading publicly their sense- 
less compositions : many poets also singing out 
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their poetry, in the midst of applauding audi- 
tors ; with a large company of conjurers, ex- 
hibiting their tricks ; abundance too of fortune- 
tellers, delivering their marvellous interpreta- 
tions : thousands of declaimers, with their puz- 
zling law-questions and decisions; and not a 
few mercenary tradesmen, in the exercise of their 
imposition on all within their power. 

Some of the company turned their attention 
to Diogenes also among the rest : none, how- 
ever, of the Corinthians ; who did not expect 
to reap any benefit from a man, whom they 
beheld perpetually resident in their city (/). 
Strangers only from distant countries resorted 
to him ; and these without exception, after 
listening a very short time to his discourse, or a 
transient salutation, went their way, through 
fear of his reproof. Such conduct induced 
Diogenes to compare them with the dogs of 
Sparta {/t): these, he observed, as they stand in 
a crowd of people, meet with many to stroke 
and play with them, but find no ready pur- 
chasers among men unacquainted with their 
useful properties. 

Now, when one of the company askt Dioge- 
nes, Whether he also were come to be a spec- 
tator of the combatants ? No, he replied ; but 
to be a combatant myself. — ^The man laught at 
this; and further enquired. Whom he expected 
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for antagonists ? Antagonists ? said Diogenes ; 
with his customary look of archness and intelli- 
gence : I expect antagonists of the most un- 
manageable and unconquerable fierceness ; 
lyhom not a single Greek of the whole assem* 
bly would dare to look in the face : none of your 
runners, however, or wrestlers, or jumpers, or 
boxers, or throwers of thfe javelin and the 
quoit; but antagonists of sobriety and deco- 
rum. — ^Who are they? the man enquired. La- 
bours and Hardships, ^says Diogenes: an- 
tagonists of a most sturdy character, and invin- 
cible by infatuated and besotted people, who 
consume their entire days in eating, and snore 
away their nights ; but an easy victory to op- 
ponents so slender and emaciated, as to have 
their bellies indented like a wasp (/). Or can 
you imagine these men to be good for any thing 
with their huge paunches, which they ought 
to reduce by all kinds of evacuation and exer- 
cise, or rather, if they entertained just notions 
of the subject, by much severer operations ; by 
seething them, as whales are seethed from the 
salt and sea-water ; and by liquefying their fat, 
as the blubber of dolphins is molten down, at 
my native city of Sinope, into oil for common 
uses. People, like these, in my opinion, pos- 
sess souls, inferiour in dignity to the souls of 
swine. ^Vhereas a man, of a nature truly ge- 
nerous^ looks upon Labours as his principal 
I antagonists, and loves to maintain with them 
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ttft incessant combat by night and by day j not 
for a parsley-garland (m), as if a goat were his 
competitor, nor for a garland of wild-olive, and 
the pine-tree ; but for the prize of happiness 
and virtue, during the whole period of their 
lives ; not for that moment only, when the um- 
pires at Elis, or at Corinth, or the community 
of the Thessalians, proclaim him victor. Nor 
does he feel alarmed at his competitor, nor 
pray that the lot may fall on any other com- 
batant; but he challenges them all by turns, 
maintains a pertinacious struggle with Hunger 
and Cold and Thirst, is able to support himself 
under the torments of the scourge, nor relaxes 
from his stedfastness by the application of the 
knife and caustic. As for Poverty, and Exile, 
and Disgrace, and other similar contingencies, 
he considers nothing of this kind as formidable, 
but views them merely as trivial inconveni- 
ences : so that the perfect man will frequently 
divert himself with all such events; just as 
children are amused by their variety of sports, 
by the dice and ball. 

These antagonists, he remarkt, appear for- 
midable and irresistible to men rendered cow- 
ardly by their vices: but, whoever shall de- 
spise their power, and approach them boldly, 
ijuch a combatant will discover them in experi- 

M 
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ment to be destitute of resolution, and unable 
to master their intrepid and vigorous opponents! 
like dogs exactly in this respect, which closely 
pursue the fugitive, and bite and tear, if they 
overtake him^ but are terrified by one, who 
faces them with spirit, and retire from his ap- 
proach ; till at length they become so familiar 
and fond as to fawn upon him. The gene- 
rality of mankind, alarmed by these adversaries, 
and always flying from their presence, so as 
never to confront them with their eyes, invite 
and stimulate their assaults. It fares with men 
in this case, as with a pugilist ; if he anticipate 
his antagonist, he is able to continue the com- 
bat, throws him down, and thus acquires a 
superiority in the conflict : but, if he recede 
through fear, he exposes himself immediately 
to the fiercest blows. Thus, Toils and Hard- 
ships exert no considerable power against one, 
who receives them with a contemptuous in- 
difference, and resolutely closes with them; but 
assume a semblance of greater magnitude and 
more terrific aspect to every adversary, who 
retreats, and declines the contest. 

You may descry an illustration of these sen- 
timents in fire : if you trample upon it with 
violence and resolution, it is extinguished; but 
you will be severely scorched by assailing it 
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With slackness and trepidation. Thus children^ 
in their sportive recreations, will sometimes 
quench a flame even with their tongue. Ant- 
agonists of this intrepid character much resem- 
ble those athletic combatants, who employ all 
their strength, and watch every advantage, in 
the battle {n) j striking, and throttling, and 
tearing, and sometimes eventually murdering, 
each other. 

Besides this contention, however, with La-« 
hours, another conflict is appointed for us, not 
pierely more formidable than those, which I 
have stated, but, in reality, arduous and peril- 
ous to a degree incomparably greater, the con- 
flict with Pleasure; who does not oppose 
with open violence, but ensnares by subtleties, 
and beguiles with a cup of most bewitching 
poisons. Her battle bears no resemblance to 
the battle thus described in Homer's poetry {o) : 

Then at the ships a combat sharp arose 
With renovated fury : faulchions long. 
Deep-gashing hatchets, dealt destruction round. 

Her battle, I say, corresponds not to this de* 
scription. Direct assault is not the method, to 
which Pleasure has recourse -, but delusive arti- 
fice, and the fascination of dire enchantments, 
are her weapons ; enchantments, like those, by 
l?vhich the sorcerous Circe, as Homer relates 
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the story, was abk to bewitch the companioft* 
of Ulysses; transforming some of them into 
swine, some into wolves, and others into every 
variety ^of savage beasts (/>). 

Such is the character ©f Pleasure ! Her iiK 
sidious attempts are not confined to a single 
process: she endeavours, by machinations in* 
finitely multifarious,- to accomplish the Aes1»ru€- 
tion of mankind,' whether waking or asleep^ 
through the instrumentality of all their senses,, 
their sight, their bearing, their smelly their taste> 
their touch ; by their meat al«o>- their drink^ 
and their lustful appetites. No security can be 
found in sleep from stationing a row of watch- 
ful sentinels, as against an ordinary enemy, be^ 
cause her principal attack is conducted during^ 
that season of repose ; partly by engaging Sleep 
himself to enfeeble and enslave them, partly by 
sending forth against them deceitful and plot* 
ting dreams,, to recall her to their recollection.- 
Labour, for the most part, makes his ap- 
proaches through the medium of the Touch ^ 
but Pleasure commissions the collective senses'^ 
of our constitution to execute her purposes^ 
With Labour it is our interest to grapple in a 
close encounter; but Pleasure we must flee 
with all possible precipitition, and should main* 
^itt no more communication with her, thaa 
.what uuopposeable- Necessity may exact.. Ixt 
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fli Contest with Labour, the most resolute corn-* 
batant proves the . most successful -, but the 
truest resolution is displayed by a hasty and 
<listant retreat from Pleasure : because an escape 
from entire perdition is not possible to him, who 
-comes into contact with this fatal adversary, or 
hazardously attempts a frequent communication 
with her. When she once prevails, and has esta- 
blished an influence over the soul by her magic 
potions^ then succeeds the metamorphosis of 
Circe, who strikes the victims with her wand^ 
and afterwards finds no difficulty in compelling 
them to the cjose confinement of a sty : froia 
which period they unchangeably continue to 
the latest period under the semblance of a swine, 
or wolf. 

Some also are transformed by Pleasure into 
Serpents ; creatures, of a subtle and pernicious 
nature ; and into reptiles of all descriptions. 
These attend upon her, and pay her homage ; 
.desirous of her enjoyments, and content in her 
service, but embarrassed at the same time by 
infinite vexations: for Pleasure delivers them 
over, after a compleat subjection by her 
authority, to Labours the most irksome, and 
insurmountable. 

Now, continued Diogenes^ not a single in* 
dividual of this untoward and impracticable 

M 3 



166 CONCERNING VIRTUE. 

multitude thinks proper to pay the least atten- 
tion to myself, who display an intrepidity and 
enterprise, capable of this generous contest both 
with Pleasure and with Labour j but are occu- 
pied in gazing at a contemptible rascality of 
leaping, running, and dancing blockheads. 
Nay, if they had seen Hercules himself in the 
very execution of his arduous and mighty con- 
flicts, even that hero would they have received 
with indifference and unconcern ; contemplat- 
ing all the while other competitors in the Games 
with infatuate astonishment ; your runners and 
your wrestlers, such as Zethus, and Calais, 
and Peleus ; with others, admired, like Jason 
and Cinaras, for their personal beauty, or their 
ample riches, 

Some have told us, with much approbation 
and applause, that Pelops had a shoulder of 
polished ivory : as if any man could derive the 
least possible benefit from a limb of ivory or 
gold, from eyes of emerald or diamond, who 
lived a stranger to the inward qualities of his 
soul 1 In the mean time, the relaters of these 
marvellous properties compassionated Herculc^ 
for the diflficulties and dangers, with which he 
was contending J and styled him the most 
wretched of mankind. From the influence of 
this false conception, his toils and his achieve- 
ments were denominated miseries ; as a life of 
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labour is vulgarly called a miserable life : now 
he is dead, however, they honour him above 
all his species, they regard him as a Divinity, 
and assign the blooming Goddess of Youth for 
the hero's bride ; nay, what is strange, they uni- 
versally address their supplications to one, so 
compleatly wretched ! to defend them from that 
wretchedness, which achieved his immortality ! 
Eurystheus, moreover, a man of no value in 
their account, they make the master and con- 
troller of that hero : though not an individual 
on earth ever offered prayers, or performed a 
sacrifice, to this Eurystheus. Hercules, how- 
ever, perambulated Europe, and the whole 
continent of Asia, with views and dispositions 
nothing similar to the competitors in these 
Games. For could he have penetrated to the 
extremities of the globe with such a load of 
flesh upon him [q)^ with such a necessity of ex- 
cessive food, such an addiction to profound and 
continued sleep ? Watchful was he, spare and 
iinsuperfiuous of flesh, like lions; >sharp-sighted, 
quick of hearing, regardless alike of cold and 
heat, wanting no coverlets, no delicate cloaks, 
no purple carpets, for luxurious enjoyments : 
with an undressed skin about his shoulders, and 
a craving stomach ; succouring the virtuous, 
and chastising the depraved. 

Thus Diomed the Thracian, because he was 
M 4 



168 CONCERNING VIRTITE. 

arrayed in gorgeous apparel, and sat lipon his 
throne, drinking and revelling through the day ;, 
and insolently exposed both strangers and his 
own subjects to carnivorous horses ; Herculea 
dasht to pieces with his club ; as you would 
break up an old and rotten cask, Geryon also,, 
the lord of innumerable oxen, and the most 
opulent and haughty of all the monarchs in the 
West, he slew, together with his brethren; 
and drove away their cattle. 

Again ; Busiyis, whom he found most de-* 
votedly engaged in gymnastic exercises, and 
intemperately eating all day long, axid priding 
himself excessively on his skill in wrestling, he 
fractured in every limb by violent contusion oxk 
the ground ; as a vvallet full-crammed is rup-» 
tured with it's fall. The Amazonian queen^ 
though she assailed him with her captivating 
charms, and expected to seduce his affectiona 
by her beauty, he despoiled of her girdle s de-. 
monstrating by this rencounter the superiority 
of his soul to the influence of female- loveliness^ 
and evincing a conscious preference of his own 
proper accomplishments to all the winning 
graces of the sex^ 

Moreover, having discovered in Prometheus^ 
according to my conception of the fable, an ar- 
rant sophist, a martyr to popular appiause, with 
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a liver swelling and growing from the breath of 
praise, and wasting again beneath the blast of 
censure ; Hercules, actuated by a commiseration 
of his condition, with an intermixture of menac- 
ing reproof, delivered the man from his stupe- 
fying vanity and perverse contentiousness ; nor 
departed, till he had restored him to sanity and 
sobermindedness. These achievements he per- 
formed voluntarily, without any compulsion 
imposed upon him by Eurystheus: to whom, 
however, those apples, which have been deem- 
ed golden, the apples of the Hespcrides, as 
won as they came into his possession, he 
readily presented, as baubles of no value to him- 
self, with a wish of ill fortune in their company 
to his tyrannic persecutor. What benefit could 
be expected by^ a man of spirit from those 
golden apples, which had rendered no service 
even to the women, their first possessors ? 

At length, under the decrepitude and imbe- 
cillity of declining age, fearful, that his future 
Jife might not correspond to his former glories, 
and afflicted, I presume, by a supervening 
sickness ; he devised for himself the most ho- 
nourable remedy ever yet applied by 'man ; 
constructing on mount Oeta a funeral pile of 
the driest wood, and manifesting his indiflfe- 
rence to the torment of the flames. But, pre- 
viously to this transaction, that illustrious and 
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dignified exploits might not appear the sole ob- 
jects of his benevolent ambition, he carried 
out, and entirely cleared off, from the stable of 
Augeas, an enterprise of incredible exertion ! 
the accumulated filth of many revolving years : 
because he thought his duty to consist no less 
in a magnanimous contest with the vanities of 
popular opinion, than in combating the crimes 
of savage monsters and lawless men. 

Whilst Diogenes was thus haranguing the 
assembly, a crowd collected round, and listened 
with extraordinary delight to his discourse^ 
But he, bearing in mind, I presume, that va- 
riety of conduct, which he had just commended 
in the case of Hercules, discontinued his ad-- 
dress, and exhibited without ceremony the cus- 
tomary coarsenesses of his behaviour (r). This 
peculiarity converted immediately the approba* 
tion of numbers into contempt, and induced 
them to regard him as a madman; whilst the 
sophists returned to their brawls and wrang-. 
Jings, like frogs in the mud, when the watci:- 
fnake, their destroyer, is out of sight. 
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JVxEN desire to live free above all other things: 
they speak of Liberty as the greatest of mor- 
tal blessings, of Slavery, as the most igno- 
minious and calamitous of events ; but in what 
this Liberty and this Slavery consist, they are 
not at all apprised. Accordingly, we may re- 
mark, that no part of their exertions in lif^, 
generally speaking, is directed to eflPectuate an 
escape from this harsh and degrading evil. Sla- 
very; or to obtain possession of that Liberty, 
which ranks so high in their estimation : but, on 
the contrary, they are incessantly occupying 
themselves in those pursuits, which necessarily 
enslave their votaries to the end of life, and de- 
bar them for ever from acquiring that idol of 
their affections, 

Yet should not our astonishment be excited 
by their incapacity of attaining and preserving 
that invaluable excellente, of whose character 
they are wholly ignorant. If, for example, they 
>v^re unacquainted with the different natures of 



172 SLAVERY AND LIBERTY. 

a sheep and a wolf, but were generally per- 
suaded, that the possession of one was eligible ' 
and productive of utility, of the other, inex- 
pedient and prejudicial ; could we express syr- 
prise, if they should sometimes be terrified by 
the sheep, and flee from it, as from a wolf; or 
approach and handle the wolf, under a persua- 
sion that it was a sheep ; when similar effects 
are the customary operations of Ignorance on 
the conduct? that Ignorance, who compells 
us to pursue, or shun, what is alike contrary 
to our intentions and our interest. 

Let us, however, turn our attention to an 
enquiry, how far the generality of mankind en- 
tertain clear perceptions of Liberty and Slave- 
ry. Our accusation of their Ignorance, it is 
possible, may be causeless ; and they, in the 
mean time, more competently informed pn this 
subject than on any other. Suppose then, that 
an enquirer should ask them. What they mean by 
Liberty ? They would reply, perhaps : ** A free-^ 
" dom from subjection, and an unlimited ability 
" in every individual of acting as he pleases/' 
Now, should another question be addressed to 
our respondent, of this purport : *^ If you com- 
" posed one in a chorus, would you esteem it 
** a part of suitable demeanour, and the de- 
** meanour of a free man, to disregard and dis» 
" obey the leader of the band, and to sing In 
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^ or out of tune, just as humour prompted you ; 
*• and, on the contrary, regard, as a dcgrada- 
** tk)n and servility of character, a compliance 
" with the wishes and directions of the prest- 
*^ dent to begin and suspend the song, in con- 
** formity with his injunctions ?" To this ifre- 
gularity and! indecorum he would in no wise, I 
should imagine, give his assent. 

Again: Were he asked, whether, as a pas- 
senger in a ^ip, he should esteem his liberty to- 
consist in a contempt for th^ pilot and his or* 
ders ; so as to stand, if his inclination so sug- 
gested, when hidden to sit down ; and, when 
commanded to clear the vessel of water and to 
furl the sails, should refuse to work the pump, 
or put a finger to a rope : neither, I appre- 
hend, would he call this perversity of selfish 
humour the privilege of a free and enviable 
agent. Nor would he venture to pronounce 
that soldier to be a slave, who should act in 
obedience to his captain's orders; stand up^ 
when he gives the word ; take his meals, and 
handle his arms, or place himself in the ranks,^ 
advance, and retreat, by no otber-rule, than the 
arbitrary directi4)n of his commander. 

In like manner, we never think of stigma^ 
tising a sick person with the name of slave, 
because he conforms to the prescriptions of his 
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physician, harsh and difficult as they somctim»p5 
are : nay, not unfrequently both hunger and 
thirst are rigorously enjoined ; and, if the physi- 
cian choose to bind his patients, they are 
bound that instant ; to cut or burn them, the 
knife and caustic are incontinently applied, to 
whatever extent he pleases. If the patient 
should resist, the whole family will unite their , 
exertions in execution of the order ; not only 
the free men of this household, but the ve- 
ry domestic servants of the diseased, will often 
tie down their master, bring the caustic to the 
physician's hand, and cooperate with the sever- 
est applications of his art. 

Surely then the man so situated we shall not 
pronounce to have lost his liberty, because he 
submits to many unpleasant and painful opera- 
tions at the bidding of another : no more than 
Darius (a), the Persian king, could have been 
thought bereaved of his liberty, because, in 
consequence of luxation to his ancle-bone by a 
fall from his horse in hunting, he permitted his 
physicians to strain and twist his foot, that the 
dislocation might be rectified , when these phy- 
sicians too. were ^Egyptians, whom he held in 
slavery : or Xerxes could be deemed a slave, 
when the vessel was endangered by a tempest 
on his retreat from Greece, for an implicit obe- 
dience to the pilot, and a voluntary injunction 
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imposed on himself, not even to nod his head 
or move his foot, in opposition to the wishes of 
his conductor* 

It is not, therefore, in an exemption from' 
obedience to all mankind, nor in the power of 
acting as we please, that true Liberty can be 
maintained to consist. But, perhaps, our op- 
ponents will alledge, that men, in all these in- 
stances, comply from the dictates of self-inter- 
est ; passengers with the pilot, soldiers with 
their general, and a patient with his physician, 
lliese severally obey the respective impositions, 
say they, of their directors, because in subser- 
viency to their own advantage : whereas despo- 
tic masters are not apt to regulate their^equlsi* 
tions by the benefit and convenience of the 
slave, but by the measure of their own selfish 
accommodations. — Be it so. Is it expedient then 
and beneficial to the master, that the servant 
should die, or be sick, or misconduct himself 
in his station ? No man will venture to affirm 
it : but, conversely, the master's interest, I pre- 
sume, is most effectually promoted by t^e life, 
and health, and abilities, of his servant. Now 
these very considerations, so beneficial to the 
master, will appear useful and convenient to the 
servant also ; so that prudent masters will im-t 
pose eventually no offices on the servant, but 
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such as must prove instrumental to his welfare^ 
thus indivisibly associated with their own. 

But you will rejoin, " The man, for whose 
** purchase a sum of money was laid down, 
** must necessarily be a slave."— Nay ; because 
money has been frequently laid down for the most 
free and respectable of men ; for the ransom of 
numbers from the enemy, of numbers from the 
hands of the assassin : some have paid to their 
own masters the price of their redemption ; and - 
surely were no longer slaves to those, of whom 
they had bought their liberty 1 

You will confess, however, that person to 
be the slave of him who can impose what ser- 
. vices he pleases, can scourge, and bind, and 
crucify him.— How so ? Are not robbers able 
to act in this manner towards those, whom they 
have gotten into their power, without converting 
them into slaves? Is not a judge also invested 
with authority to proneunce a sentence of impri* 
sonment and death, and whatever else he 
pleases, against many culprits arraigned at his 
tribunal? Yet the accused person is not hi^ 
slave : at least not beyond the single day, in 
which the trial has taken place ; and for that 
day, perhaps, without abandoning our argu- 
ment, we may allow him to have been a slave* 
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Still, at all events, we may venture to assert, 
comprehensively and in genera), that man to be 
free, who has the power of doing what be 
pleases ; and him to be a slave, who is depriv- 
ed of this power, — Not so : because this posi- 
tion is in no wise applicable to passengers in a 
«hip, to the patients of a physician, soldiers in 
an army, the scholars of a grammarian^ of a mu- 
sician, of a gymnastic teacher, of the professor of 
any other art or science ; for all so circumstanced 
have no power of complying with their pri- 
vate humours, but must submit to the directions 
^f the pilot, the prescriptions of the physician, 
and the dictates of the governing superintend- 
ant in each respective situation specified. 

Universally, in common life, no man is able 
to gratify his private inclinations in all respects ; 
for, if his conduct be inconsistent with the con- 
stituted laws of the .society, he will be punish- 
ed for his transgression- — ^You concede then 
that individual to be free, who can act as he 
pleases with respect to such objects, as are not 
forbidden, or enjoined, by the laws ; and hinl, 
■on the contrary, who does not possess this 
power, to be a slave ? — How so f Can you then 
imagine yourself empowered to perform every 
action, which is not expressly registered in the 
laws (6), however disgraceful and scandalous it 
may^ be deemed by the universal judgement of 

N 
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mankind ? Such, I mean, is to execute the of- 
fice of the tax-gatherer, of a pix)curer, and some 
similar eipployments. — I must confess indeed 
these occupations also to be inexpedient for free 
men, inasmuch as a penalty is annexed to en- 
gagements of this description, the hatred and 
indignation of our species. — ^Well : does not the 
licentious rake pay the penalty also of his licen- 
tiousness, and the inconsiderate man of his in- 
discretion, by the evils, which spring from ne- 
gtecting their property or their health ; by the 
regular consequences of unjust or brutish de- 
meanour to their fellow-citizens ? Some suffer- 
ing, either in body or eatate, tfr, what is of 
much more importance, some injury to the 
soul, must prove in all cases, without excep- 
tion, an inevitable result of such excesses and 
improprieties.— I must acknowledge the truth 
of these assertions. — Such practices then are 
not permitted to mankind ?-^Certainly they ir^ 
iMt permitted. 

In one word, therefore, things vicious, ab- 
surd, and irtexpcdient, it should seem, are im- 
|>roper to be done : but what is just, good, amd 
beneficial, becomes not only an object of expe- 
diency, but an indispensable requisition of hu- 
man duty ?— ^Such are my sentiments. — We have 
arrived then, at this conclusion : No action of 
a depraved character, and destitute of titjiiiiy^ 
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can prove unaccompanied by punishment, whe- 
ther it be the action of a Greek, or a barbarian, 
or of a slave purchased by money? — I grant it.— 
But actions of an opposite description are equal- 
ly allowed to all ; and the man, who performs 
them, as uniformly passes through life secure 
firom punishment, as the perpetrator of forbid- 
den immoralities brings down the vengeance of 
his misconduct on his own head. 

What think you then ? Can any person exe- 
cute the offices of life, but those, who know 
them ; and any, but the ignorant, transgress these 
•oflices : or can the ignorant also perform these 
.duties ?-;;-By no means.—- Men of understand- 
ing, therefore, may lawfully direct their actions 
by the current of their inclinations ; but the 
sottish and unwise attempt to gratify their 
propensities, when gratification is unlawful: 
whence it follows of necessity, that men of un- 
derstanding are free, and arc at liberty to exe- 
cute every purpose of their hearts ; but men, 
destitute of wisdom, are not only slaves, but in- 
variably prone to unlawful practices. — This 
seems a just conclusion. — Of course then, we 
infer Liberty to consist in a clear apprehension 
of what actions are permitted and what forbid- 
den ; as Slavery originates in an ignorance of 
this distinction. 

N 2 
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We further conclude also from the principles 
of this disputation, that nothing may rescue the 
great king .of Persia, notwithstanding the sub- 
lime tiara upon his head, from the character of 
a real slave, or redeem every action of his life 
from unlawfulness and impropriety ; because all 
the actions of such a monarch may be deficient 
in utility, and come attended with retributory 
chastisement to the performer : whilst another, 
with the appearance and the title of a slave, 
who may have been transferred by purchase to as 
many masters as you please, and, if chance has 
so determined, be fettered with huge and heavy 
chains, may live in reality more free than that 
mighty sovereign of the East, 

Nay; this conclusion is inadmissible. It 
seems to my apprehension an absurdity of the 
.most extravagant complexion, to speak of a man 
in. chains, of one stigmatised with the brand 
of slavery (c), or of one grinding in a mill (rf), 
as more free than the Persian king. — Indeed ! 
Have you ever been in Thrace ? — I have.— You 
must have seen then in that country, the free wo- 
men full of punctures [e) ; punctures too, nume-- 
rous and variegated in proportion to the rank of 
each individual and the superiour distinction of 
her family.— What is the purport of this observa- 
tion to the subject of our enquiry.^ — The pur- 
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port ? It proves, I presume, that, if a queen, 
as far as it appears, may be stigmatised, a man 
similarly stigmatised may also be invested with 
regal dignity. 

Perhaps, then, you have never heard of that 
nation (f)^ whose monarch is enclosed in a very 
lofty tower, without permission to descend from 
the place of his confinement ? Or, if you had 
been informed of such a circumstance, you 
would have rejected instantly, as a narrative ut- 
terly incredible, the story of a Sovereign, bound, 
and detained in a prison. Yet, peradventure, 
these very people, the subjects of this king, 
would have listened to you with equally mis- 
trustful admiration, if you had told them, with 
respect to the Persian emperour, that you were 
acquainted with a certain king, who rode about 
in his chariot, and went whithersoever his in- 
clination led him. 

But you are not able to show me a king 
in chains. — Not at this day possibly among 
men : but at least the sovereign of the Gods, 
the supreme and oldest Deity, was bound in 
chains, as we are told ; for both Hesiod and 
Homer and other sages (^), if their testimony 
may be received as legitimate, relate this cir- 
cumstance of Saturn. Nor verily did he suffer 
this slavish treatment from an enemy, as an act 
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of violence and injustice, but from the mos 
righteous of the Divinities and his greatest 
friend; as from one, who vras performing for 
his welfare a most royal and beneficial office ! 
To these things, however, men are indisposed 
to advert, nor will easily be convinced, that a 
king may be>found in the guise of a beggar, o£ 
a prisoner, or any other character devoid of re* 
putation : yet they hear in the mean while, how 
Ulysses was but a ragged beggar in his own do- 
minions ; and, though a petitioner to the suitors^ 
a monarch notwithstanding, and lord of the pa* 
lace which entertained him ; whilst Antinoiis and 
Eurymachus, whom Homer is constantly calling 
kings, were but abject and miserable beings* 
From an observance of these things, I say> 
the minds of men are ignorantly diverted ; and 
have recourse to certain marks of discriminatioa 
for themselves, such as tiaras^ and sceptres, and 
diadems, that their royal dignity may not pass 
unnoticed : just as the owners, forsooth, im- 
press characters upon their cattle, to distinguish 
their flecks from the property of their neigh- 
bours. At the instigation of no other motive 
did the emperour of Persia devise that expedi- 
ent of wearing his turban alone erect; and, 
whenever any Persian besides himself presum- 
ed to wear a turban in that posture, death was 
the punishment of such presumption : doubtless, 
because it is a practice clearly inadmissible and 
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inexpedient, that the turban should be worn 
erect by two individuals among so many my- 
riads of men! This same eniperour, however, 
was under no solicitude about maintaining his 
mind erect, nor anxious to exhibit an elevation 
of understanding superiour to the intellectual 
endowments of his subjects. But, as kings in 
those days carried about them the badges of their 
royalty, is it necessary now for us to wear simi- 
lar characteristic symbols of our Liberty,- and 
to walk with the cap (A) upon' <iajr.he'ads» a$>n 
essential device for an universal ^nd adequate 
distinction between a pree man and a^SLAv^ ? 
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DISCOURSE IL 

1 HAPPENED lately to be in cortipany with 
two people, who were engaged in a sharp dis-^ 
puteon the subject of Slavery and Liberty > 
not before the tribunal of the judges, nor in the 
forum, but in a private house, as we are now> 
for a considerable length of time : and no small 
number of partizans were zealously espousing 
the cause of the respective disputants. They 
appeared, as far as I could discover, to have 
made a gradual transition to this controversy from 
a prior altercation j and he, who found himself 
overpowered by the arguments of his opponent 
and reduced to an inextricable dilemma, had 
recourse to railing, an alternative too frequen^ 
in debates \ and was insulting the other, as not 
entitled to the name and estimation of a free- 
man. His antagonist smiled upon this asser- 
tion with a countenance of most entire compla- 
cency; and, Whence, said he, my good friend I 
may we acquire this dexterity of discerning be- 
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tween a free-man and a slave ? — It is, replied 
the other, a very practicable acquirement. I 
know myself, for example, and this company 
to be all free-men ; as I know you connected 
by no communication at all with Liberty.— 
This excited a laugh amongst the company: 
the man reproached, however, was in no wise 
daunted by their scoffs ; but, as game-cocks 
raise themselves up, and acquire additional cou- 
rage from the blow, he grew rather inspirited 
by this insult, and askt his opponent, how he 
became so well informed of his condition and 
his own. — Because, he replied, I know my fa- 
ther to be as true an Athenian born, as any man 
whatever ; and your's, to. have been the slave 
of such a man :<^-mentioning his name. — And 
what, rejoins the other, prevents me at least, 
even on this supposition, from associating and 
exercising with the spurious citizens at Cynos- 
arges (a), when my mother was a free-woman, 
and perhaps a citizen, though my father were 
the man, whom you suggest ? Have not many 
women, true citizens by birth, but reduced to 
a state of poverty aind desolation, borne child- 
ren, some to strangers,, and some to slaves ;— 
of whom part y/ere advertised of their hus- 
bands' condition, and part remained ignorant ? 
A child, however, born under these circum- 
stances, is.no slave; nay, he is all but a ge- 
nuine Athenian. 
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Yes, continued the former; but I know 
your mother also to have been a fellow-^lave 
with your father.— Be it so,- says his opponent: 
and are you certainly acquainted with the 
quality of your own mother ? — Perfectly weH : 
she was a citizen herself, descended from an* 
cestors, who were also citizens; and she 
brought with her an ample portion.— But will 
you undertake to affirm on oath, that she wa» 
the daughter of that father, whom she chal- 
lenges as her own ? For Telemachus (6), you 
know, would not take upon himself to be re- 
solutely positive in asserting the veracity of 
Penelope, the daughter of Icarius, notwith-* 
standing her extraordinary fame for chastity, 
•when she declared Ulysses to be his father: 
you, however, seem prepaned with a solemn 
oath, if any one require it of you, not only in 
asseveration of your own legitimacy, but the 
legitimacy likewise of your mother. Nay, you 
can ascertain, it seems, the father to the child-t 
ren of any female-slave whatever ; as in this 
instance of my mother. Is it an impossibility 
then, in your opinion, for a woman to bear 
children to any other man ; to one, who may 
be free ; or even to her own . master ? Or are 
not in fact many Athenians constantly connect- 
ing themselves with their maid-servants ; some 
clandestinely indeed, but others without the 
least endeavour at concealment? Surely we 
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arc not all of us individually more respectable 
than Hercules ; who did riot think himself dis- 
graced by an intercourse with the slave of 
Jordanus : and from this connection originated 
the kings of Sardis. 

You seem also to have forgotten, how Cly- 
temnestra, the daughter of Tyndarcus, and the 
wife of Agamemnon, was not only connected 
with her husband Agamemnon, but, during his 
absence in a foreign country,with-^gisthusalso: 
and how Aerope, the wife of Atreus, admitted 
the embraces of Thyestes. I might exempJifjr 
this argument by many additional Instances of 
compliance in the wives of illustrious and 
wealthy men, through ancient and modem 
times; and enumerate the children also, whidi 
sprang from this variety of intercourse. Can 
you then be certain, that she, whom you call a 
servant, maintained her fidelity to her hus- 
band with such conscientious scruple, as to ab- 
stain from all communicalion with another man? 
Or will you undertake to decide mcontroverti- 
bly, in the case both of yourself and me, that 
each of us is the child respectively of that wo- 
man, who is esteemed and called our mother ? 
On the contrary, you must be acquainted with 
many Athenians, and those among the most 
conspicuous and notorious characters in the 
city, who have been discovered, in the subse- 
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quent periods of their life, to be merely the 
supposititious children, not of the father only^ 
but even of the mother, to whom they were 
constantly imputed. Events of this nature you 
may see perpetually corroborated and exhibited 
in theatrical representations both by comic and 
tragic writers : yet can you venture, notwith- 
standing, to pronounce with equal pertinacity 
of asseveration, in the particular instances of 
yourself and me, as if you were intimately ad- 
mitted to the secret, on the circumstances of 
our origin, and the authors of it ! 

Are you not aware, continued he, that the 
law allows an action of slander against the 
man, who casts a reproach upoh another, and 
is unable at the same time to produce any thing 
like a demonstration in support of his assertion? 
—Yes, said he , I know at least very well, that 
free-women, when they bear no children, many 
times, from uneasy disappointment at their 
barrenness, substitute an offspring, with a 
view of retaining the affections of their hus- 
bands, and perpetuating their family: women, 
I mean, in the enjoyment of an affluent con- 
dition, that enables them to maintain the child- 
ren, which tliey adopt. But slaves, on the 
other hand, we well know, frequently destroy 
their progeny before the birth, or after it is 
born, if an opportunity occur of accomplishing 
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^eir purpose : some even with the connivance 
and consent of their husbands, to rescue them- 
selves from the irksomeness and inconveniences 
of education in addition to the miseries of set* 
vitude.— You except, I presume, replied the 
other, the woman slave of OEneus, the spuri- 
ous offspring of Pandion: for his shepherd at 
Eleutherae, and the wife of that shepherd, so 
far from exposing and discarding their own 
<:hildren, took up the children of other people, 
which they found in the high-road, without 
knowing whose they were, and brought them 
up as their own offspring; nor at any future 
time would willingly confess them to be aliens. 
But you, perhaps, had been prepared to revile 
both Zethus and Amphion, before the detection 
of their real origin ; and would have sworne most 
steadily, that even these sons of Jupiter were 
but slaves. 

Upon this his adversary replied, with a very 
sneering laugh : " Your vouchers of these facts 
" truly are the Tragoedians !"— Yes ; verily ; 
and vouchers, to whom the Greeks give impli- 
cit credit ; regarding those personages of the 
drama as Heroes and Demigods, and perform- 
ing religious sacrifices to their honour, as to 
beings of that sacred character: temples also, 
as you may see, are dedicated to their divinity. 
Observe further, if you think proper, that 
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Phr}'gian slave also of Priam, who brought tip 
Paris, on mount Ida, as her own son, aftei"' re- 
ceiving him from her husband, who was a 
herdsman, and acquiesced without reluctance 
in the education of t^^e infant. As toTelephus, 
the son of Auge and Hercules, he was nur- 
tured, as antiquity informs us, not by a woman, 
but a stag (c). Can you imagine now, that a 
stag wouW be touched with greater commisera- 
tion, and more eagerness to impart her nourish- 
ment, than a human nurse, who had accidently 
found the child ^ 

Biit, to come closer to the point. Should I 
ftllow my parents to be such as you affirm them 
to have been, how came you so well acquainted 
with the servility of their condition? Had you 
«fi intimate knowledge of their parents klso : 
and are you equally ready to depose on oath^ 
that each of them were the children of two 
^aves; and so upwards to their remoter an- 
cestors ? Because it is manifest, that a single 
firee-man in a series of progenitors redeems in- 
4:ontcstibly every descendant from the character 
of a real slave. But, my good friend ! men 
iavc generally agreed upon the impossibility of 
this fact ; namely, on the existence of any 
community from the very commencement of the 
human race, in which innumerable multitudes 
pf free-men, have not been incorporated, as 
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well as slaves : so that in reality even despotic 
monarchs, and kings, and prisoners, and brand* 
ed slaves, and hucksters, and curriers, and 
every other diversity of human occupation, have 
unavoidably exchanged in miscellaneous rota- 
tion their employments and callings, their va- 
riegated fortunes and all the multiplicity of 
their discordant circumstances, with each other. 
Or are you not apprised, that the poets wrere ac- 
tuated by no other motive, in enrolling their he- 
foes immediately among the Gods, than the 
concealment of their real origin and ancestry ? 
They tell us also, how the majority of these per- 
sonages are derived from Jupiter ; and with this 
view, that those of their own age, who have 
.arisen to kingly power, and have become the 
founders of communities, with those, who have 
taken upon themselves the titles ascribed to the 
Gods (rf), may not relapse into such stations and 
conditions of life as are esteemed ignominious 
and disparaging by men. 

Upon these principles, and under this reci- 
procation of human things, according to the 
just contemplation of them by ourselves and 
much wiser men than we, the claim of free 
birth can be arrogated by yourself with no more 
validity and security, than by any one of those, 
who are reputed the most absolute slaves ima- 
ginable : unless, peradventure, you will antici- 
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pate me by carrying your forefathers to Jupiter, 
or Neptune, or Apollo ; and mine^ to a slave. 

I consent, his opponent answered, to wave 
these pretensions of pedigree and ancestors, 
since you seem to consider them as circum- 
stances of such instability and fluctuation : other- 
wise, you will probably soon prove yourself ano- 
ther Zethus and Amphion, or a second Paris, 
6on to the Trojan king. You must allow at least, 
what we all well know, that you live at present 
in the capacity of a slave. — What then ? said he. 
Are all those men real slaves, whose condition 
of life is servile } On the contrary, are not many 
of them free-men, detained in slavery by op- 
pression and injustice ? We observe, accord- 
ingly, in many instances an appeal to the juris* 
diction of their city; and satisfactory docu- 
ments are publicly produced, in ascertainment 
of their claims to freedom. Others again en- 
dure their degradation to the end of life, from 
their inability to bring forward demonstrative 
testimonials of their pretensions ; or induced to 
acquiescence by the gentle and benevolent 
treatment of their masters. As, for example, 
did not Eumjeus {e), son of Ctesius, and grand- 
son of a man perfectly free and opulent, named 
Ormenus, submit to a voluntary servitude in 
Ithaca with Ulysses and Laertes ; where he ne- 
ver was anxious to embrace one of those nu- 
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merous opportunities in his poWer of sailing 
home, if his inclination had so disponed him ? 
Did not many free-born Athenians also, who 
became captives in the Sicilian expedition, pass 
the remainder of their days in slavery, both in 
Peloponnesus and in Sicily? Nor less, in a 
multiplicity of other battles, have the captured 
uniformly become slaves : part, for a certain in- 
terval, till the accomplishment of their redemp- 
tion; part, to the termination of their life. 
Even the son of Callias (f)^ we know, conti- 
nued a long time in Thrace, after the discomfi- 
ture of the Athenians by a battle near Acan* 
thus, in the capacity of a slave : so that in pro* 
cess of time, when he had effected his escape 
and returned home, he engaged in a law-suit for 
'recovering the inheritance of his family, and 
occasioned infinite vexation to his kindred.—* 
You mean, I presume, the fictitious Callias ; not 
a son of the genuine Callias, but his groom ; 
who prosecuted that imposture with, the more 
success from his personal resemblance to the 
real son of Callias, who fell in battle, with the 
additional advantage of an accent purely Grse- 
cian, recommended. by the accomplishments of 
literature. — ^Nay, but the same destiny has be- 
fallen an infinity of other men ; and the names 
of some, who reside amongst us in a servile ca- 
pacity at this hour, I could not, with impartia- 
lity and truth, obliterate from the rolls of Frw- 

Q . 
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dom. Or, shall we agree in denominating an 
Athenian taken in the wars at^d conveyed into 
Persia, or, peradventurc, carried off and sold 
into Thrace or Sicily, a free-man necessitated to 
become a slave j but, if a Thracian or a Per-» 
$ian, not merely descended from free parents, 
but even the son of some potentate or sovereig^i, 
be transported hither, shall we presumptuously 
refuse to acknowledge him its free ? There ex- 
ists, you recollect, a law at Athens, and in ma-^ 
ny other political societies, which forbids the 
admission of one born a slave to the rank and 
privileges of a citizen ; but the son of Callias, 
allowing him to have actually survived that 
battle, and to have returned from Thrace, after 
a residence <^ many years in that country and a 
frequent experience of the lash, to his native 
city Athens, no mortal would have ventured to 
oppose in the vindication of his political immu- 
nities and distinctions. So that even the law, 
you see, does not contemplate^ in the character 
of slaves those men, who have been involved 
in an unjust and involuntary servitude. 

Either tell me, I solemnty entreat you, what 
have I done, or what have I suffered, to your 
knowledge, which authorises you now to pro-* 
nounce me a person of servile capacity 'and cha- 
racter ?— I know to a certainty that you are main-* 
tained by your master, that yoa foUow him as a 
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ittv&nt, that you execute all his orders ; and are 
chastised for disobedience* — By thisrule then, re* 
pHes the other, you make children the slaves of 
their fethersV since the sons of many a poot 
citizen, from his inability to provide a- mainte- 
tiMce for slaves, attend upon their father, when 
he resorts to the school of public exercises, of 
goes out to supper : they are supported also by 
their parents, receive correction srt their hands, 
ahd" conform implicitly to whatever injunctions 
they deliver. But possibly you will not Scruple, 
upon these grounds of obedience and chastise- 
ment, to call boys at a common school, or at 
ttrty other place of youthful discipline, the slaves 
of their preceptor*— Nay, said his opponent: 
for the masters of grammar-schools, and the su- 
perintendants in other educational institutions, 
though they dictate magisterially and occasion 
nally punish, neither bind theif scholars, nor sell 
them, nor sentence them to labour in the com* 
ifton prison: but a master is empowered to in* 
fiict all such extreme severities upon his slave. 

You seem then not to be aware, that even 
this despotical authority, on which you are en- 
larging, is permitted in many communities, and 
those of an admirably constituted polity, to fa- 
thers, ^who may be disposed to exercise it upon 
their children ; if they choose to fetter them, for 
instance, or sell them, or to execute any measure 

o 2 
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still more arbitrary and severe -, nay, they are fur- . 
nished with the power even of putting them to . 
death, without trial, or even the allegation of 
a single charge against them. Still, however, 
these subjects of their authority are not pro- . 
p^rly the slaves, but the children, of their 
parents. 

But, grantiBg that I w.ere in a state of the , 
most abject slavery, and had been a legitimate 
slave from the beginning, what hinders me, . 
said he, from .becoming now as free as the 
freest, in the city ; or you, on the contrary, 
from converting to the most absolute slave alive, . 
even though you sprang /rom ancestors of most 
entire and unsuspected freedom? — Certainly, his 
opponent answered, I cannot discover by what 
means I, who am a free-man, can become a 
slave 'y nor can I deny you the practicability of 
attaining freedom, if your master should dis- 
charge you. — It seems then, my good friend! 
that no person can become free, unless his 
master dismiss him from his servitude ? — How 
is it possible by any other method ? — ^Just as 
the Athenians by a public decree, after the bat- 
tle at Chajronea, conferred freedom on those 
servants, who had contributed to defend their 
country on that occasion : so that, if the war 
had continued, and no reconciliation taken 
placo between them and l^ilip, great num- 
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bers of the Athenian -servants, possibly even 
all, would h'tve become free, v^ithout the dis- 
mission of every individual by his respective 
master.— I concede this particular case to your 
ailment, when a community proclaims a pub- 
lic emancipation of their slaves.— -Well : and is 
it not possible for me to emancipate myself? — 
Yes ; by paying an equivalent in mOney to your 
master. That is your method of emancipation. 
—Nay : possibly as Cyrus emancipated not on- 
ly himself, but all the Persians, such an im- 
mensity of people ! widiout kying down mo- 
ney for their redemption, or the manumission 
of a master : and know you not, that this 
Cyrus was but a lamp-maker to A sty ages ? Yet, 
when he found himself able, and saw his op- 
portunity, he became at the same moment a 
free-man, and the monarch of all Asia. Shall 
I then be deemed a slave incapable of true free- 
dom ? Is it not also a daily practice with my- 
riads in a state of freedom to dispose of them- 
selves to slavery by the terms of a written con- 
tract ; not merely for ordinary services, but for 
the most irksome drudgeries of the harshest 
servitude? 

Thus far the spectators present continued 
their attention as to that sort of disputation, 
which is conducted with more jocularity than 
serioi^sness : but afterwards they took an inter- 

o3 
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^stQd part in the Rebate, aad began to considet 
M a great absurdity the want of a oriterion to 
discriminate willi indubitable certainty tbeifiree? 
man from the slave^ and that laxity of definition* 
which admitted everlasting contradiction and 
iiidetermin^tejeqquiry. Accordingly, they aban« 
doned the relative topic of this specific individual 
and his conditional for a general disquisition in^ 
to the absolute and essentii^ qualifications of 
abstract slavery. 

It was their opinion* that every individualji 
who was possessed by another man as his owq 
peculiar property, as that man might possess 
inoney or cattle, $o as to use it in every respect 
according to the suggestions of his own will|^ 
might reasonably and truly be called, and w^s 
In hct, the slave of such possessor. 

In opposition to this statement, the former 

disputant, who had controverted the point of 

slavery with his antagonist, wisht to be in-. 

formed. What constituted after all the true pfo^ 

prietorship of any possession to the user ? Be-. 

cause, he proceeded to remark, many have been 

known to possess for a long time, and in some 

Cases even to have received by transmission 

from their ancestors, both houses, and fiarms^^ 

and horses, and large herds of oxen, against 

^veiy principle of justice. After the same man^ 
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nef a human being may equally be possessed^by 
another inconsistently with justice ; inasmuch 
as servants, like all other property, come into 
our possession, either by gratuity, by inheri- 
tante, or by purchase ; some also have had their 
«>rigin in the family ; and these are distinguish* 
ed on that account by the peculiar appellatiorL. 
of home^om servants. There remains still ano* 
ther mode of acquisition : when a captive in 
battle, or a man, clandestinely and forcibly seiz* 
ed, becomes our prey, and is made a slave : a 
mode, which I apprehend to be the most ancient 
medium of acquiring this species of property^ 
For it cannot be thought probable, that slaved 
originally, and in the first instance, were born 
from slaves ; but we must presume, that a seizure 
of them was affected either by plagiarists, or in 
war : and hence* a necessity of service to have 
been imposed by their possessors. If you con- 
cede the reasonableness of this position, that 
primitive method of acquisition, on which all 
the rest are suspended, seems extremely fragile 
and utterly destitute of stability: becausei 
whenever such slaves are furnished with an op« 
portunity of escaping from confinement, what 
hinders them from becoming free ; since they 
had been iniquitously detained in slavery, and 
were in reality no slaves at all ? Nay, in some 
instances, they have not only effected an escape 
for them^lves, but enslaved their masters also i 

o 4 
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and thus, with the tables turned, as the proverb 
phrases it, the condition. of the respective par- 
ties has become diametrically reversed. 

• To these observations one of the bystanders 
made the following reply : — ^TTiis particular de- 
scription of people, he said, could not possi- 
bly be styled slaves in strict propriety of speech : 
but the term would be adequately applied to 
tbeir immediate posterity, and to their descend - 
ants of the second and the third generations,-^ 
How so? their opponent answered. For if a 
fraudulent or forceful seizure be indispensably 
the constituent principle of slavery^ the direct 
subjects of such possession may be denominated 
and esteemed slaves with much nwre appear- 
ance of congruity, than their immediate or rcr 
mofer progeny, If, again, the essence of slave- 
ry consist in a. descent from parents, who were 
slavey, tlie descendants* of free men, so seized, « 
by no .possible construction can ever become 
l^laves at alK What a length of time, as we 
learn frpmi history, did those Messenians rcr 
main in slavery (^) ! who not only recovered 
their liberties at last, but regained likewise the 
territory of their ancestors. For, after the Lslt 
cediemonians had been worstpd by the Thebans 
Alt Iwcuctra, the Thebans in conjunction with 
their allies carried the war into Peloponnesus, 
^pd cpppellfd the Lacedgemonians to give up 
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the whole country of Messenia, and again esta- 
blisht atMessene the descendants of those He- 
lots, who had once been slayes to the Laceda- 
. monians, but had escaped from Sparta to Mes- 
sene. Yet no man pretends to charge the 
Thebans with injustice in this transaction^ but all 
unite in highly extolling the rectitude and honour 
of their conduct. If, then, this original mode 
of acquiring slaves, from which all other modes 
derive their existence, be destitute of justice, 
none of them can consequently.be deemed just; 
nor can a single individual either be a slave in 
reality, or be truly and substantially discri- 
minated by such appellation. 

Let us deliberate, .however, whether the 
slave, originally so denominated, be not he, for 
. whom a pHce of money was paid down ; or, as 
- the generality of mankind seem disposed to con- 
clude, the person, who is bom of parents re- 
puted slaves : an opinion, in my judgement 
which, brands with an illiberality, worthy of a 
slave indeed, every man, who entertains it. 
For, in truth, we must frankly acknowledge 
.many slaves by name to display in their deport- 
ment an extraordinary liberality of accompKsh- 
pieijts ; and many individuals, who pride them- 
selves on being free, to be but despicable 
slaves ip conduct^ not demeaning themselves 
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correi^pcxidentfy tQ the^r claims of GSKJEiRoirft 
KATVupijCMid A KOBJLE birth; titles^ by vluch 
eqr e«i^r]y wcestors wof^ accudtoo&ed to charac^ 
tense p Bativ^e votary of Virtue,, without 
tf^ubitng' itKefn$elve$ with a scrupulous inqui- 
skioD into his family aod parentage : but, in 
pmcess of time, tb«s«e. characteristic denomina* 
tions €^ the virtuous wer^ abusively transferred 
by some to the possession of enormous wealth 
aod popular celebrity of reputation. We may 
be ^^tisfied of this observation by recollecting, 
thai (^ vtxy same language preserves it's ap* 
plication at this moment, in similar circum<- 
stances, to game-cocks, to horses, and to dogs, 
which was appropriated in the earlier ages of the 
Worhi to jhankind only, llie spectator, when 
Si swift, a spirited, and generous horse is pre- 
(tented to his notice, without asking any ques«* 
tions about his sire, whether he were an Ar- 
cadian (ii), or a Mede, or a Thessalian, styles 
such a horse nobly-bom, from a simple con* 
\templation of the animal himelf. So too with 
regard to dogs : any . man, acquainted with 
their excellences, if he remark an animal of 
this description to be swift, and eager, and 
sagacious, in the investigation of his prey, 
thinks his pedigree a superfluous enquiry i as, 
whether he be a Carian, a Spartan, or of any other 
country, thi^t you can mention : and styles him 
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jobservalMixs udmlt an ^eqii^ justness qF ap* 
f>)icfttion to gamotcoekst and to fiveiy o^r 
creature, , 

We maintain^ therefore, with decision the 
s&me conclusion to be manifestly reasonable in 
reference to mankind. He, whose nature is 
nobly attempered to Virtue;^ stands alone en^ 
titled to the distinction of generous and no* 
BLE BIRTH, though his parents and his ances^ 
tors may be unknown (z). In reality, no man 
^an be generous, who is not also nobly bom, in 
the proper acceptation of those terms; nor 
' pobly bom, without being at the same time 
free : of course then, every person, devoid of 
this virtuous generosity, must of necessity be a 
-slave. Nor, if the terms of Liberty and Slaveiy 
had been applied, by the custom of language, 
to- game-cocks, and dogs, and horses, should 
we have thought of any distinction between 
well-bred ^nd free annuals in these several kinds, 
or between a bad breed and slaves. In the like 
manner, with reference to men, it is by no 
means consistent with propriety to discriminate 
the generous, the noble bom, and the free: 
Propriety requires us rather to esteem them as 
one and the same character in all respects; nor 
vUl she distinguish the ill-bred, and the vulgar- 
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mmdedy from the slave. Indeed^ right Reason 
no less countenances our deductions^ and proves 
this misapplication of terms not to have origi- 
nated in the lectures of philosophers^ but in the 
coarse usages, and illiterate conceptions, of com- 
mon men. 



CONCERNING 

WAR ANDPEACE{a). 



^/tL Multiplicity of other topics, ai!Ki in 
reality every subject of disquisition in connec- 
tion with the activities of political and common 
life, may be considered as equally interesting 
and pertinent both to philosophers and rhetori-- 
cians : such rhetoricians, I mean, as are not 
mere declaimers of a vulgar and mercenary cha- 
racter, with views directed solely to dishonour- 
able lucre and with a propensity to despicable 
wranglings. Such are the topics of pecuniary 
contracts in a community, public counsels, and 
the principles of legislation : arid in the class of 
truly accomplished rhetoricians we may rank 
Pericles and Thucydides, I presume, at Athens ; 
and, before Jheir times, Themistocles, and 
Clisthenes, a,nd Pisistratus, whilst he was ton- 
tented with the title of a rhetorician jand a pub- 
lic speaker. For, with respect to Aristides, 
and Lycurgus, and Solon, and Epaminondas^-" 
and whoever else resembles them. Propriety- 
demands, tha^t we shbuld. regard these distiri-* 
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guished characters rather as philosophic states 
men, or political rhetoricians, in the generous 
and genuine acceptation of the oratoric art- 
Under the same head of general disquisition 
we may pboe ddiberatioi^ on the equipment 
of naval expeditions and the enaction of laws, 
as Lycurgus was a legislator to Lacedaemon } 
on the intercourse of the sexes, the acquisition 
of property, to what extent it should be carried 
a^^ b^ what aaeaiis conducted $ drlibeiiationd 
coliceming: qnaltiffge, the management of the 
cpip, honours $ad disgrace^ and the cdnstruc^ 
lion of publio edifice* ; whedier it be advise^ 
ai>le to'fenca^ a city with walls and battliemeats, 
CTj^ a& the; divine omcle advised thfe Laceds*' 
tuoniai^ to leave it unfortified i ccmcerning 
the apparatus of war and military tactics, not 
that discipline only, which relates to their or-* 
dinazy exercises and evolutions, but such in-* 
stitutions, for example, as Epaminondas is said 
to have, introduced } the associiition, I mean, 
of devoted friends in the same battalion {b), for 
their mutual defence, and for the prcmsion of 
an ocular' testimony to the bravery, or coward- 
ice, of each. other. That battalion, which was 
dignified by the denomination of the Sacred 
Band, proved die primary cause of the victory 
at Leuctra over the Lacedaemonians, when the 
collective force of all Greece was ranged around 
the standards of thia peopk. BUt, what ia die 



main point of ally and becomes a fre^iietit topnle 
of deliberation and debate, is the question 
concerning War and Peace: which h^s now 
been proposed as the subject of our discussions 

• Now every enquiry of this complexion is 
called in the treatises of philosophers^ ^n eii« 
quiry concerning th^ Fitness or Expediency of a 
meaaure : as, fox instance, whether it be ex- 
pedient to marry, ta> engage in public life, lb 
establish a kingly government or a detno^ 
cracy; and among these questions, accordin]^ 
to my conception of the subject, this too <ie« 
serves a station i Whether we ought to engage 
in W A R ? Philosophers indeed not only invesli^ 
gate these points abstractedly and universalty^ 
but in connection with the relative consideratioiu 
of Whetij and By zvkom^ nsiAAgaiiut wham^ and 
under what coincidences of events, or. failure of 
such coincidences, this measure should be 
adopted: so that superficial declaimers diflbr 
from philosophers in confining their enquiries 
to the specific expediency of a war, suppose^ 
on the part of the Athenians against the JLace^ 
daemonians, or of sending assistance to the 
Corcyrasans agamst the Corinthians^ whether^ 
again, it be adviseable for Philip to form an 
alliance with the Thebans against thePhocians^ 
or for Alexander to cross over into Asia. But 
with these partial deliberations no question i* 



208 WAE AND PEACE* 

found to intermingle itself like this : '* Whe* 
" ther a war be justifiable against those, .who 
*' have been guilty of no previous injustice?" 
pr, " If a previous injustice were committed 
** by the people, on whom the war is medi- 
" tated, what is the actual amount of that in- 
^ justice ?" 

Philosophers take a remote and comprehen- 
sive view of a. proposition; and investigate, 
from a minute inspection of the naked circum- 
stance itself, it's essential properties and cha- 
racter. But an anticipated decision upon every 
topic, and a settled persuasion by previous en- 
quiry, so as to engage ourselves with efficiency 
and conviction in the transaction, and to give 
suitable advice to others, when the pfoper sea* 
son has arrived, is abundantly preferable to the 
hesitation and precipitancy, which execute in- 
adequately, from a seizure by surprise, an ob- 
ject not ascertained by prior knowledge. For 
common orators, when a subject of discussion 
is imposed, with no more insight, than other 
men, into the point before them, 'and with no 
prospective deliberation on it's specific proper- 
ties, form Jtheir own judgements, and regulate 
the judgements of their auditors, by a coarser 
and superficial consideration of it's merit : but 
philosophers come furnished to the debate with 
a foresight of. events and a decision on their 
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nature from siettled principles ; so that, if any 
city, or any nation, or any king, invite their 
consultations, they find themselves enabled to 
produce, not a piirfunctory and temerarious opi- 
nion, but a determination at once luminous and 
solid : nor will their jydgements on the same 
question prove different on different occasions, 
from the mutable operations of resentment, ri- 
valries, and animosities, or the impressions of 
sordid lucre -, like a scale, if I may borrow a 
similitude from one of those very orators, which 
uniformly wavers with the varying weight of the 
bribe, which is thrown into it. 

Now in these reflections I mean no censure 
on rhetoric and it's legitimate and honourable 
professors ; but a pointed disapprobation only 
of UNPRINCIPLED DECEAiMERS, and hypQcri* 
tica^ pretenders to this art. 



t)IOGENES> 

• OR 

THE ISTHMIAN DISCOURSE fa J. 



AJl a cekbration of the Isthmian Games, 
Biogenes weat down to the Istbmas, with an in* 
tention of being present at that sokmnity ; an 
attendance which his near residence at Corinth 
rendered probable and easy. But he mingled 
in these public festivals, not from the same in- 
ducements which influenced the generality of 
men, a curiosity ta see the combatants, and a 
Jove of intemperate gormandizing 5 but, un- 
doubtedly, with a view of surveying the man- 
ners of mankind and their wayward propensities. 
He was well aware, that the dispositions of mao 
are most conspicuous at public festivals, and in 
a crouded concourse ; whilst tbey lie concealed 
in war and camps imder the disguise of fear 
and danger. He thought also, that the mind 
was more susceptible of sound and corrective 
discipline in such circumstances of unrestrained 
jollity; as disorders of the body are found, 
toore manageable by the physician, when ex- 
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^sed to view, thaii a distemper which lurks 
'within; and he was convinced* that men, negli- 
gently left to their own unbridled indiscretion 
at these times of riot and febtivityj were soon 
irrecoverably undone. These motives induced 
the attendance of Diogenes at this solemnity of 
the Games. 

He was Wont to say of himself. With his 
usual jocularity, that he readily admitted the 
appellation of Dog {h) y (for this was the name 
constantly given him, in consequence of the uni^- 
form sharpness which he Employed in his re- 
proofs) because dogs followed tixeir "masters to 
public meetings, and, though they bit nobody^ 
Would bark and quarrel with rogues and ruffians^ 
but, after the company was laid to sleep by a 
jgeneral intoxication-, would keep aWake> and 
^uard themv 

As soon as his appearance at the public spec- 
tacle, was known, the Corinthians shewed no 
forwairdness in their attention to this philosopher, 
familiarised as they were to the sight of him in 
the city and the vicinity of the Cranium : for 
mankind is not apt to be solicitous about those, 
who frequently come in their way, with whom 
they know themselves able to converse, when- 
ever their inclination prompts them ; but rather 
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direct their notice towards one, whom absence 
has long separated from them, or whom they 
have never seen at all. For this reason also, the 
Corinthians were very little Jbenefited by the dis- 
courses of Diogenes; no more than sick peo- 
ple, who should refuse to employ a physician, 
resident among them: but* satisfied themselves 
with an occasional and transient inspection of 
the man. Such spectators, however, as hap- 
pened to be present at the Games from remoter 
residences, from Ionia, and Sicily, and Italy^ 
some also from Libya, and Thessaly, and the 
Borysthenes ; these eagerly courted his conver- 
sation, and were anxious to hear him speak, if 
it were but a word or two, either to boast 
hereafter of their good fortune to others, or with 
a view of improving by his instructions. His 
reputation for severe expostulation, and for 
keen dexterity of instantaneous retort to any 
question, was universally diffused. But, as 
those only, who are ignorant of its nature, 
think of tasting the honey from Pontus, and 
immediately on tasting reject it with disgust for 
its bitterness and ungrateful flavour ; so many 
made trial of Diogenes through ofEciousness 
and inexperience, but fled precipitately from 
the sharpness of his reproofs. To the satirical 
censures, with which the philosopher lasht ano- 
ther, every individual could listen with satisfac- 
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tion,. whilst he shrank himself and retreated 
from ihe stripes of so sharp a tongue. With 
that playfulness and irony, in which he woul4 
frequently indulge, they were abundantly de- 
lighted : but, as the tone of his discourse be- 
came gradually strained to a pitch of serious-^ 
ness and severity, his freedom was no longer 
tolerated. In which respect these auditors re-^ 
sembled children, who take pleasure in sport- 
ing with a dog of generous disposition; as 
soon, however, as importunity, or vexation, ex- 
cites a louder barking, they ^re terrified ex-- 
ceedingly, and become half-dead with fear. 

Diogenes (c), regardless of their conduct, 
proceeded to exercise the customary pungency 
of his conversation without reserve; neither 
courting the applauses of the spectators, nor 
uneasy ^t their cepsures. This impartiality and 
indifference were alikis conspicuous, whether a 
personage of opulence and rank, a general of 
an army, or a distinguished potentate, engaged 
with him in discourse ; or a man in the most 
humble station of vulgar life, and eyen an ab- 
ject beggar. K[e would endure contentedly; 
the untutored simplicity, and sometimes eveq 
the absurdities, of men in the most mean con- 
ditions of society ; but supercilious and self-im- 
portant insolence, which plumed itself on wealth, 
QT pedigree, or other external syperiorities of 

F3 
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distinction, he bore down with all the pressure 
6f reproof, and all the sharpnes§ of unabating 
chastisement. 

Accordingly, some contemplated the man 
with sentiments of admiration, as the wisest of 
his species 5 by some he was accounted mad (rf) : 
others again despised him as a low sind vulgar 
person i of contemptuously reviled him : some 
insultingly threv bones at his feet^ as to a dog. 
Not a few would come up to him, and twitch 
his cloak 5 ^t whicli others exprest their indig- 
nation, and protected him from such rudeness : 
just as we read in Homer of the scoffs and in- 
sults offered by the Suitors to Ulysses, and his 
endurance for a season of all their audacity of 
{>ersecution a.nd licentiousness of abuse. 

But Diogenes persevered in the sam? uni- 
formity of digniged deportment to the end: and 
in reality resembled a majestic and uncontrouK 
ed sovereign in the habit of a beggar. As he 
readily bore with the intoxicated, and the mad 
through sottishness and ignorance, men of this 
degenferat? and licentious stamp conversed with 
h\Ta under a heedless inattention to his charac- 
ter ; \)ut the dispensers of the Isthmian prizes 
to the yiq.tors, and others of more respectability 
and eminejnce, felt^an influence of awe and ap-* 
prehension,^ when they casually came in his 
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way, and past along -v^ith silent Kps, and a 
look askaunce, from the presence of this phi- 
losopher. 

Afterwards, during the same solemnity^ when 
Diogenes placed on his head a garland from the 
pine-tree, the Corinthians sent their servants, 
and ordered him to take off the garland, nor 
presume on such an infringement of the regu- 
lations established in the Games- But he re- 
quested these messengers to inform him, Whaf 
regulation made that same action, the wearing 
of a garland, unlawful in him, and lawful in 
others? — "Because, Diogenes!'* said one of 
them, " you have gained no victory/' — ^Yes, 
he replied, I have gained maay victories over a 
multiplicity of mighty antagonists ; not of th^t 
vile and despicable class, which you may ob- 
serve in this place, WTestlers, and throwers of 
the quoit, and runners 5 but antagonists much 
more strong and unmanageable than they:: Po* 
VERTY, I mean, and Exile, ^nd Disgrace; 
Irascibility also, and Grief., and Desire, 
and Fear, together with a brutish monster, of 
insidious and effeminating influence, the fiercest 
combatant and most unconquerable of the 
whole number, Ple asur e ; an adversary, which 
has baffled all the magnanimity both of Gnecians 
and Barbarians, whose souls have fainted and 
$unk down under this unequal conflict: Per- 

P4 
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sians, and Medes, and Syrians, and Macedo- 
nians, and Athenians, and Lacedaemonians,— 
all have yielded, but myself. Am I then not 
worthy. In your estimation, of this garland ? 
Or will you take it from my head, and bestow 
it on one of these gorbellied champions in the 
Games ? Go then, and tell your masters, who 
sent you hither, from me, that theirselves trans- 
gress the laws of decorum and propriety, by 
parading about with garlands on their heads, 
when they have achieved no victory over a 

.single combatant: tell them also, that I have 
conferred celebrity and glory on the Isthmian 
games by that garland, which my own strenu- 
ous exertions have elaborated for me : not a 
garland, which might constitute an object of 

-contention for goats (<?), rather than for men. 

After this, observing a person stalking from 

Jhe Stadium in the ipi(Jst of so immense a mul- 

.titude, as sometimes not even to touch the 

ground, but to be borne aloft by the cpncourse 

round him; ?ome following cjose upon hi(n 

with I6ud ejjclam^tions, others leaping with 

. exultation and raising their hands to heaven ; 

.others again throwing garlands and fillets at the 

m^n ; — as sop.n a$ he was able to approach, he 

enquired. What this tumultuous assemblage of 

people was doipg j and. What had happened ? 

ITie jman replied : I have gained the victory, 

Piogenes ! over the ^uijners in the Stadium-^r- 
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What is the nature of this victoiy ? said he. 
Your understanding, I presume, has acquired 
not even the slenderest improvements from your 
superiority of speed over your competitors ; . nor 
are you become more temperate and continent 
than before, nor less timorous, nor less a prey 
to melancholy ; nor, peradventure, will you 
live henceforward with more moderate desires, 
or under greater freedom from uneasiness and 
vexation of spirit. — Be that as it may, the man 
rejoins, I excell all the other Greeks in the 
iswiftness of my feet. — But, said«Diogenes, you 
are not swifter than the Hares, nor the Stags : 
and yet these creatures, though the swiftest of 
all others, are at the same time, the most timor- 
ous, afraid both of men, and birds of prey, 
and of dogs ; so as to lead a life of uninterrupted 
misery. Indeed, you must be aware, are you 
not ? that speed is in reality a symptom of timi- 
dity : for the most timid animals are also in- 
variably the swiftest. In conformity with this 
dispensation of Nature, Hercules was slower of 
foot than most men ; and, from his consequent 
inability of laying hold on his antagonists by 
8peed, was acustomed to carry a bow and ar- 
rows, and thus arrest a flying adversary with 
}ms weapons.-f-Yes, sa}d the man: but the poet 
tells us, boyv Achilles, the swift-fqoted, was a 
warriour likewise of incomparable fortitude.— 
And whence, replied Diogenes, can we infer 
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the celerity of Achilles? for we find him inca- 
pable of overtaking Hector, after a pursuit of an 
entire day (f). However, are you not ashamed 
of priding yourself on that property, in which 
you must acknowledge your inferiority to the 
meanest animals? Nay, I suppose, that you 
>vould not be able to outstrip even a Fox in 
speed. But, after all, at what distance did 
you leave your competitors behind ?— -A very 
small distance, Diogenes ! and this very cir* 
tumstance makes my victory so admirably glo^ 
rious. — ^It seems then, said Diogenes, that your 
triumph and felicity depended on a single 
step (^). — No wonder : we were all the fleetest 
yunners imaginable.* — By how great an interval, 
do you think, a Lark would have gone over the 
Stadium before you all ?*— But they have wings \ 
and fly.-^Well ! replies Diogenes : if swiftness 
then be a proof of excellence, it were better to 
be a Lark, than a man: so that our commisera- 
tion for Larks, and Lapwings (A), because they 
were metamorphosed from men into birds, as 
mythologists inform us, is unseasonable and 
linnecessary, — But I, said the victorious racer, 
who am a man myself, am the swiftest of man- 
kind.-— Yes ! replied Diogenes ; and i? it not 
probable, that among Ants ako one is swifter 
than another ? Yet ?ire Ants objects of admirar 
tion to their fellows pn that account? Or 
Y^oi^ld yoy npt think it a laughable absurdity in 
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pny man to admire an Ant for his speed ? Sup- 
pose again, that all your competitors had been 
lame, would you have prided yourself^ as o£i 
some masterly achievement, for outstripping 
the lame, when you were not lame like the 
test (i) ? 

By such conversation, as thid;^ he produced in 
many of his hearers a supreme contempt for the 
boasted accomplishment in question: and the 
man too departed, under np little mortification 
and humiliation, from this interview with Dio^ 
genes. Nor was the philosopher of little ser* 
vice to society in this respect, by reducing to a 
smaller compass and assuaging the tumours of 
a senseless infatuation, as swellings on the 
body subside from scarification and puncture^j 
whenever he saw any man inflated with a frivo- 
lous conceit of unsubst^mtial excellence, an4 
carried beyond the limits of sober sentiment by 
qualities utterly destitute of intrinsic worth. 

On the same occasion, he observed two 
horses, tied together at one spot, fighting and 
kicking each other, with a croud of spectators 
collected round them ; till at length one of the 
horses, wearied with the contest, brake tlie 
rope, and ran away. Diogenes immediately 
went up to the horse, which had continued in 
]iib pla9e^ put with much gravity the garland on 
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the creature^s head, and loudly proclaimed hinar 
** A Conqueror in the Isthmian Games 5 be- 
" cause he had vanquished his enemy in a 
•* trial of skill at kicking!" ,This excited an 
liniversd burst of tui^.ultuous laughter from the 
spectators ; and produced, with a great admi- 
ration of Diogenes, so much ridicule of the com- 
batants, that Auiilbers of people went home im- 
mediately without a desire of beholding their 
contests : especially those spectators, who 
were inconveniently accommodated, and strait-* 
ened for room. 



KOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 



ON KINGLY GOrERNMENT. 

(a) This is the seco7id of four discourses on the same suh* 
ject, and the only one of the/oar, which I thouglit likely to 
please any English reader. 

[h) Meaning the authors of the old comfedy, which wai 
wholly satirical in it's manner, accompanied vl^itli excessive 
tulgarity and most abominable obscenity of language; of 
whom were Eupolis, Cratinus, and Aristophanes, mentioned 
by Horace, "sat. i. 4. 1. whereas the nop comedy, of which M^ 
lyinder and Philemon rank as the most distinguished masters, 
was very opposite in itN character: no less conversant, how- 
ever, in the delineation of human manners, -no less pure in 
diction, w'ith most instructive and dignified morality, and ur- 
banity witliout licentiousness. By the Parian hard is meant 
Arcluloclms: the severity of whose Muse maybe sufficientlj 
understood from Horace; see his epode vi. 13. epist. i. 19. 
23—32. In the Greek Anthology are several small poems on 
Arcliilochwt, all referring to the unrelenting morosity of h'i% 
temper; and one concludes with advising " the traveller to 
*' pass softly by his tomb for fear of rousing the nest of wasps, 
** which had stationed themselves upon it." The loss of Me- 
nander and Philemon, who survive only in a few fragments, 
must be numbered among the first calamities, which Time 
and Barbarism have occa<iioned to Literature. 

(c) A verse slightly altered from Homer's Iliad, i. 288. 

{d) Hesiod in his poem called IVorks and Days gives direc- 
tions about Cattky agricultural Instruments, and ftwming, in 
general : to which our author alludes. 
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{e) Pope's Iliad, book xi. ver. 89. 

Cf) These verses relate to a poem indubitably spuriotisi 
which describes the cbntest of these twt> poets. Horned and 
Hesiod ; and are fabricated from a passage now extant rathe 
Works and Days. ver. 652'*— 658. 

(g) The passage intended occurs in Pope's lliad^ bbokiii 
ver. 649. 

(h) This fieedom qf spetch^ which can give no uneasiness 
but to tyrannkal and wicked rulers, whose deeds shun the 
light BECAUSE THEY A&s EVIL, was concedcd to his sub^ 
jects by this wise and magnanimous prince in all it's latitude. 
A specimen of his indulgence in this respect from Pi^arcWs 
apopfuhegms will not be unacceptable to the liberal and inde- 
pendent mind. 

When Nicanor was accusing Smicythus tb Philips as a mani 
who was always reviling him, and the courtiers were of opi^ 
nion, that Smicythus should be sent for and chastised : " Nay,'* 
said the king, ** but Nicanor is not among the least respecta-^ 
** ble of the Macedonians: it is our duty therefore to examine 
*' oiirselves> if peradventure we have not been guilty of somo 
« fault." 

AflerwBrds> conformably to this generous disposition, when 
he understood Nicanor to be labouring under distress from 
|K>verty and neglect, he ordered a sum of money to be given 
him : and, when Smicythus was mentioning what encomiums 
Nicanor was always pronouncing upon Philip, *' Observe,'* 
be replied, " how we have it in our power both to be well 
^ and ill spoken of :" intimating^ that generous and benevo* 
lent actions would never fail of securing the respect and afiec^ 
tion of msmkind. 

(i) Our author mentions this fabulous circumstance more at 
large in his ' eleventh oration. Stesichorus in ohe of his odes 
fulsified some particulars of Helen's story, and was punished> 
Qis the fable goes^ with blindness for tlib offence, but was • 
restored to sight on writing a paUnodia, or a recantation of 
his former ode. The 16th ode of Horace's first book was 
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written m imitation 6f this famous palinodia ; and the reader 
will find an account of that transaction in some of the com- 
mentators on this ode of the Roman poet. See also Lucian, 
ver. hist ii. sect. 15. 

{k) In a poem, of which a fragment only remain^ called 
the Shield of Hercuics ; a fragment, equal to any thing of the 
same character in Homer, and exciting an incurable regret for 
so great a loss to poetry. We exclaim with the woman in 
the fable over the fragrant cask : 

O ! suavis anima ! qualem te dicam bonam 
Antehac fuisse, tales cum sint reliquiae ! 
Tlie writer of this note, Deo volente, intends an edition of 
Ilesiod soon after his liberation from confinement, and of all 
the minor Greek poets in the heroic measure. 

(/) The vfomtn's apartment here mentioned perpetually re* 
curs in Homer and all other classic authors, and was with the 
ancient*?, as with the Orientals now, a retired and detached 
upper room in every dwelling. An inattention to this parti- 
cular has depraved and converted into nonsense a very beau* 
lifiil verse in the cxxviiith Psalm, Vvhich should be thus trans- 
lated: 

Tliy wife in the retirement of thy house, as a fruitful vine; 

Thy children around thy table, like branches of the olive. 

(m) Phoenix mentions these particulars in Pope's Iliad, 
book ix. ver. 576. 

(«) The jealous and litigious disposition of Olympias is noi* 
tked by Plutarch in his life of Alexander, torn. iv. sect. 9* 
edit. R^ske ; see also ^lian, var. hist. xiii. 36. and the com^ 
mentators there. 

(o) Iliad ix.4iS. of the original, ver. 571. of Pope's trans- 
lation. 

(p) This praise of Diomed's eloquence principally respects, 
I presume, his speech to Agamemnon in the nindi Iliad, 
ver. 43. of Pope. 

(9) Iliad i. ver. 249. of the original. Pope's version, ver 
^58. is inaccurate. 



(r) In Iliad ii. 442, of Pope. 

(5) This transaction is related in the same bookj, ver. 275u 

(<) These lines occur in his Theogony, ver. 80. 
, (w) He was sent thither by his father Amyntas as a hostage^, 
and wa,^ educated in tliat city with Epaminondas. Their 
tutor was a Pythagorean philosopher, named Lysis : see Dio- 
dorus Siculus, xvi. 2. Plutarch, in Pelop. sect. 06. 

(v) This alludes to that admirable saying of Pythagorasy 
when one askt him in what we resemble the Divinity : *' In 
" BeNEFicKNCF./' he replied^ ^' and Tkvth:"^ seeLongin. 
de sublim. init. Synes. p. 177. Phil. J. ii. 347. Diod. Sic. 
lib. i. sect. 90. Strab. p. 717. Themist p. 192. Said, int 
V. Ayaiospytx. The essence of Christianity consists in this 
principle of Benevolence, and not in the visionary feelings and 
superstitious notions of Grace, 3ancHfication, and all the in* 
applicable, unlntelHgible jargon of enthusiasts^ unacquainted 
with the value and propriety of scriptural phraseology. Thus 
undistinguishing and universal kindness is laid down, as the 
criterion of our resemblance to God, by Christ^hlmself, in 
Matt. V. 43—48. The rewards of futurity are promised to no 
other conduct, but that conformable to this principle. Matt 
XXV. 3 1—46. • It is mentioned as the peculiar praise of Jesus, 
our great exemplar, that he went about doin^g good; Act^ 
X. 38. and a traditionary maxim to his disciples, of unlimited 
application and inestimable wortli, is preserved by the same 
historian ; a maxim, which breathes the spirit of Divinity it- 
self: It is more blessed to give, than to receive: 
XX. 35. This rule, of unexampled pregnancy and perfec- 
tion, forms a sufficient substitute for all the moral institutes of 
philosophy, as they respect our conduct in society ; and is m. 
it's essence and tendency supersedent of ail human laws. 

(») But little is left of this poet to console us besides his 
name and his reputation.' The magnitude of this loss may be 
sufficiently estimated from tlie character given of him by the 
judicious and equitable Quintilian in his oratorical institutes, 
book X. chap. 1. " The vigour of genius, says he, in Stest- 
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•• chorus may be conjectured from the subjecti of his 'poefns> 
** the most memorable wars and the most renowned 
" captains; and from his ability of supporting on his lyre 
" the weight and energy of epic poesy. He invests liif 
" characters, both in speech and action, with a becoming 
" dignity; and, if he had restrained himself, he would have 
*' been the most successful competitor of Homer : but he i» 
" luxuriant and diffuse; which is a fault indeed, but the 
*' fault of a fruitful and teeming intellect.** 

(x) This beautiful and interesting circumstance occurs in 
Iliad ix. ver. 245. of Pope's translation. 

(y) See Pope's Iliad, vii. dS. 

(z) See Plutarch's life of Nicias, sect. 7 and 8. 

(a) See Julius Pollux, i. segm. 6. and the commentators 
there. 

(b) See I^ucian's Icaromenippus, sect. 24. and th6 notes. ' 

(c) The former particular^; of this passage will be fbund ia 
the seventh Odyssey of Homer ; the latt^ in the beginning (^ 
the fauiHh : and X take this opportunity of recoounending C^ 
the reader tlie entire episode of Ulysses* adventures with Al^ 
cinous, as the most interesting porticm of Homer's works, 
whether we respect the marvellous parts of Che-nttfrative, or 
the most curious delineation of primaeval manners contained 
in it, which has na parallel in ancient literature^ if we ex- 
cept the early history of the Old Testament. 

{d) II. P. 588. 

(e) See her story in the fifth Odyssey. 

Cf) Men, whose wealth is celebrated by most of the Uncient 
poets after the time of Homer. 

{g) In his Orestes, ver. 349. 

(h) Od. xvii. 266. Pope's translation of this po^m was iK>t 
at hand. 

(0 Pope's Iliad, x. 170. 
, (k) See Pope's Iliad, ii. 47.8. vii. 380. 

(/) Fish was esteemed a great delicacy by the ancients, as 
appears abundantly f|om Athenxus only. 
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(m) IL ix. 90. fbcvofixta £wr«, "cakulaied to produce 
strength." 

(») Our aittbor allndes', I presume, to Ddjsiey, xix. w. 
3d5. flS5. 

(o) At the conclusion of the second Iliad. 

(p) The reader will find the passage to which the writer hat 
here aUuded in the b^inoing of the third Iliad. 

(q) lliis verse is found in the tenth Iliad* not far from the 
beginning. 

(r) Iliad lit. 179. 

(«) Iliad XX. 52. 

{t) This incident occurs in Pope's Iliad, xviiL 255. 

(«) Pope's Iliad, xxii. 491. 

(o) Iliad, xvi. 745>of Pope. 

(w) Callimachus, at ver. 52, of his hymn to Jupiter, tajs, 
thai the Curetes, armed attendants on Cybele, danced roand 
infant Jove, and clasht upon their anaour* to prevent the crieic 
e# theckikl fron reaching the ears of Satum. Thesanemy* 
Aohgj is beautifully amplified by Lucretius, book ii. ver. 
6a9--^59. 

(j) CbmpOTe Virgihi georgics, tv. 964. Statius, AcfailL i. 
K%. Aidsloph. Nttb. 270. 

(y) See Piope's version, IHad, iL 489. in my own edition. 
' (x) In the latter portion of the seooad Ihad. 

(a) Verse 56^ of the same book in Pope. 

{h) These animals are the subjects of frequent comparisons 
in Homer. ^ 

(c) The free spirit, who may revoK at this order «f merit, 
an individual preferred to a whole community, must recollect^ 
that Alexander, a king in prospect, both young and absolute^ 
IS tbe speaker. 

(d) Keiske notes on this passage an anachronism in onr au- 
thor, who inadvertently supposed himse'-f speaking in hisown 
capacity, and not in the person of Alexander : because this 
Apolkirdorus was tyrant of Cassaotirea some years after the 
death of Alexander. Th^ learned editor refias to Matardi s 
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treatise a» ike sk»tf F€7»gumc$ qftkt Ikit^ : $ee vol. viii. p. 196* 
of bis own edition ; JEiian, var. hist xiv. 41. Folyaen. vi. 7. 
and the third book of Diodoriu Sicuhis, for other particulars 
of this monarch. The character and fate of Phalaris is uniTer* 
saily divulged and luiown. 

^ («) Such excellent quafificatioos^ inasmuch as. they are inva* 
xiably accompanied by a mi Id affections and a tranquil temper, 
with a security from violence in the universal love and respect 
of men, and are scarcely compatible with irregularities and in* 
ftttSfieiaiice of life, have • natural tendency to prolong the pe- 
riod of mortaJky. Solomon, in the picturesque^ but simple, 
magnificence of oriental phraseology ; as superiour to all the 
embeUidunents of Greek and Roman artifice, as his own 
glory was sorpassed by the lilies of the field;— thus speaks 
of ff^udom, or a life truly rational and virtuous. Proverb* 
ill. 16. 

Length of days is in her rigiit hand : 
And in her left hand, RidiflB and Honour. 

(/) Concerning Deioces, see Herodotus, i. 96, &c. and 
for Leucon, Perizoniasat JEL var. hist vL 13. 

{g) Now tlie reader has peraaead this disAertation, he will 
perceive/ lh%l the notions of kmgfy gofttrnmmt hare incul* 
cated are consonant to the spirit of thoie times, when miH^ 
twygiary usurped the summit of human worth, and when the 
same term f^iritu denoted both moral excdlenee, and kracery m 
haUk'y and rrf«i^, eiUwetw 9Xid armed moL These concep- 
tions of consummate merit in the royal character, howex^er 
condemned by pure philosopHy and evangelical religion, ex- 
actly harmonise with the butchering system of some modern 
statesmen^ but on a much more grand and exte* f ve plan: for 
Alexander kUl^d <^ his thousands; they, their t.ousand times 
ten-thousand. Such characters may be expected Lb read this 
composition of Chrys6stom with avidity, not merely as a spe- 
cimen of sophistic eloquence, but as a repository of useful 
precept. How beautiful a panegyric, for those days of chi* 

q2 



228 NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 

va!ry and heroism > has Pindar confeiTed on Psaumis of Ca- 
marina ! OI. iv. 26. . 

Xaipoyra re ^emeus ifoLvhMis, 

Kadaf a yvwiua rer^ajxjutgyoy. 

" A man, who delights in the benevolences of ondistin- 
*' giiishing hospitality ; and directs his pure mind to the enjoy* 
*' ments of that Tr a n qu i l lit y, which renders a community 
** flourishing and happy.** _ 

There occurs another passage in the same poet, so admiral 
ble in itself, and so applicable to the more striking events of 
the present and a former administration in this country, within 
our memories and experiment, that every reader, I am per- 
suaded, will thank me for presenting it to his notice, or re- 
calling it to his memory : 

^as audi; ktrceu, hg7C<ikE$ 

^ It is an easy task for men of inferiour abilities and sl^i- 
". der worth to shake a country i'rom the founda- 
" tions : but to place it firmly again upon it's basis, is an en- 
" terprisc of no common difficulty, of no instantaneous accom- 
'* plishment, unless God vouchsafe his indulgent cooperation 
" to the Rulers." 



DIOGENES, OR CONCERNING TYRANNY. 

{a) The cause of this exile, Diogenes Laertius informs us 
in the life of our facetious philosopher, was an adulteration 
of tlie coin : and what immediately follows, respecting the 
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varied residences of the Persian Kings, is found in the last book 
of Xenophon's Institution cf Cj^ru^, 
{b) That is, Arrmaj from axnj, a coast, 

(c) The name of the harbour at Athens. 

(d) A harbour near Corinth. 

(e) Called Craneum. 

(/) The same with that mentioned in the first oration. 
The reader must recollect, to see the humour of the passage 
that Diogenes all this while was reputed a mere filthy beggar ; 
whose entire apparatus in meat, drink, and doathing, con- 
sisted in a thick great coat, a bag for his meal, which he mixt 
with water, a ragged staff, and an earthen cup. This last, 
a Greek epigram tells us, he afterwards threw awaj, as a su- 
^ perfluous piece of furniture, upon seeing ^ herdsman take up 
water with the hollow of his hand. 

(g) Such, I suppose, as by their powerful and pungent quar 
lities provoke a queasy and jaded. appetite to unnatural exer- 
tion. Horace, sat. ii. 8. 7. 

•-——————— acriacircum '1 

Rapula, lactucae, radices ; qualia lassum 
Pervellunt stomachum : siser, alec, fecula Cpa. 
(A) The reader may find a very pleasant story, and «x. 
tremely pertinent «o this remark Jn my notes on thqse hum^^ 
•us lines of Pope, imit. Hor. epist. vi. 1 17. 

,CallM " Happy dog ! " the beggar at his door ;. 
And envied thirst and hunger to the poor.. 
(0 Horace speaks of CAioawineinode m. IQ, 5. c,f ^^/^ 
and Lesbian together, eppd. ij?. 3 k and Yi^gU of TJuisiatr^nd 
Lesbian, ingeorg. ii. 90.91. 

(k) A passage of the original i^ h«rc omiUed, very conso- 
nant to the course facctiousness of Cynic manners, Avhidi re- 
garded neither decorum nor secrc»cy in their pleasures ; but of 
so gross a complexion, as must have disgusted even those, who 
profess no extraordinary prudisluiess^ and have siiocked be- 
yond measure the feelings of the serious. Nor could the sub- 

Q3 
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stance have been moulded by a translator into any tbterable 
form for the inspection of modem decency. 

(/) As Virgil in those wonderfully sonorous lines, g^rg. iii, 
ver. 549. 

■■ cessete magistri 

Phillyrides Chiron, Amathaoniusque Melampus. 

(m) In the same spirit Juvena?, Very beautifully, at the 
cbnclnsion of the tenth satire, imitated by Dr. Johnson : 
' pro jucundisaptissima quxque dabunt Dii: 
Charior est ilHs homo, qtiam sibi. 

Whereas modem devotees conceive of God as 9, ^adny ty- 
rant, intent only on punishing and making ini»erable« 

(n) Asa naked savage is said to have repKed to an European, 
in a well known story, / (uii aUface, but the argument here, 
as in the case of ^xo^^%, is unsatisfactory and delusive, lliat 
Verjrwaefer, which our author styles coM, protects thfcili from 
a colder atmosphere ; and we arte enabled to endure the cold 
on the exposed parts, by Uiat diffusion of warmth atid com- 
fort, which is communicated to those parts by those which are 
covered. But the refutation of Dio*^ false philosophy is no 
article of my engagement with the public. 

(a) Compare with thi& Lucretius' rationale of the punish^ 
mentsin Tartarus, book iv. ver. 991— 103t. 

(p) Iliad vif. 13S. d«di fBia fyjcnts : that is, says the sc^o^- 
liast, ** without difficulty and labour ;'* like the livA of the 
virtuous in a future state, according to Pindar's description of 
ll, Olymp. ode, it, 109. '* By night and by day in eternal sun- 
'^ shine, the good pass a Kft free firotn toils^Mne occupation ; 
'' neither molesting the earth with the labour of their hands^ 
** nor the waters of the ocean, for perishable food."* T^e 
sanje sentiments of the Gods were entertained by Epicurus 
and his disciples. Thus Lucretius, i. 57. 

Omnis eniih per se div6m natura necesse est 
Inmortali sevo Summft cum pace fruatur, 
Scmota al) nostris rebus sejunctaque longe ; 
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Nam {srtvata 4oflfe ofimt privatu perk lit. 
Ipsa suts polleiM opibu?> nihil kidiga luHtri, 
Nee bene promerkig capitar, neque taagkor iri. 
No tiumilt essences coslestial know ; 
In ease tlieir days, and peace eternal, flow : 
Throned fiir from eactfa, and tils that earth perplex. 
No fear to daunt them, and no caret to vex i 
That perfect hltts oan g\Hs, or prayers, controiftl ? 
Can' Passion tempest an tetheriai soul ? 
(q) See Aliaa*s history of animals, iii. 23. 
(r) liBt us compave this animatod descrflption with one simi- 
lar, still aaore interesting, auMpe pathetic, and picturesque, in 
a prophetic delineation, substantially exhibited jn future i^ot 
to ^ observation of masikind, by Moses, ia Deuteronomy, 
chap, xxviti. ver. 65-^9, of those calaaitieii, which iqiottac^ 
and vice would accumulate on the nation of the Jews : 
Nor even in those nations will Qod pve thee rott ; 
Nor w^ there be a firm poisition for thy ^»otslep : 
And the Lord will give thee there anatber heart, destitute of 

confidence ; i 

And failing eyes, and a soul, watting ittalf with sorrow. 

Thy life will be in suspense before thine eyes ; 
AndthottshaitbeiiiMof terroort bydayand by night* 
Nor shalt thou enjoy any persuafilon of continuance to thy life* 
At lie dawn, thou thak say: «" Oh! that it were evening!" 
And in the evening: <« Oh ! that it were the dawn I "* 
From the fears, which will alarm thy heart i 
And from the sights, which thine eyes will see.««^ 

The ifanslatielnr I have given firom the Septuagint, for want 
of another copy of the Bible in thif miserable and incom- 



(«) To the same pttrpos6 Shakespeare somewhere says : 

■ prefCHtJwM 



Are worse than korriUe i 
And Ovid, epitt. xii. 82. 

Morsque minus pvnae, quam mora mortis, habet 
«4 
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Add Pacatus in his panegyric on Thcodosius AugustO!?, 
se^^t. 40. ", I allow that a love of life is not only powerful, 
*' but excessive in the human breast, and death, an object of 
" the utmost horrour ; only, however, as there is hope of the 
" one, and escape from the other. But, when the last hour 
" is come upon us, and that light, which will rise to us no 
" more ; when Death presents himself in person ; the extre- 
" mity, now become certain, is no longer dreaded. Hence 
" criminals, before their condemnation, are agitated by 
*' strong terrours ; but a profound stupefaction succeeds, 
** with a security resulting from despair, and a voluntary haste 
" to the place of execution, without any instigation of the 
•* executioner." 

I have illustrated this just sentiment in Remark xxvi. of my 
ijiternal Erideftces, second edition, on the circumstance of 
Christ's agony in the garden ; but a want of books prevents a 
further illustrati<m of it now. 

(t) Juvenid, at the conclusion of his eleventh satire : 
■ ■ ' Vohiptates c^mmendat rariorusus. 

• (tt) Juvenal, sat. x. verse 61. 

Jam strident ignes, jam follibus atque caminis 
Ardet adoratum populo caput, ctcrepat ingens 
Sejanus: deinde ex faete, totoorbe secundft; 
Fiunt urceoli, pelves, sartago, patella. 
The same freedom would be taken, he presumes, with his 
body, when alive, as with his statues after death. 
(i?) In Odyssey x. 242. 

(w) The picture of wretchedness and inquietude in a sel- 
/ish, arbitrary, and cruel tyrant, is exhibited by the preceding 
essay in more lively colours and atnore masterly pencil, than 
any representation of this kind, which occurs to recollec^ 
tion from the compass of my acquaintance with ancient litera- 
ture. Juvenal's description of horrour in a guilty conscience 
may be compared with it, sat. xiii. ver. 191?— 256. 
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DIOGENES, OR CONCERNING SERFANTS. 

[a) Most of the domestic slaves in Greece came from Pfarjr- 
gia ; and Athens was reputed the most free of all the Graeciioi 
commonwealths. 

{h) Agreeably to that verse in Horner^ employed on this 
subject by Aristotle in his Rhetoric, Iliad xviii. iS9, af Pope's 
translation : 

Wrath and revenge to every mortal breast 
Sweet, as' distilling honey to the taste. • 
Hence the prc^cepts of the Gospel with respect to this vio- 
lent and ungovernable propensity are unusually strict, emplia*^ 
tical, and numerous: Matt. v. 38 — ^3. Rom. xii. 1S«--'21. 
Ephes. iv. 26. 31. 32. 
(<') To this purpose Persius, sat. v. 96. 

Stat contra Ratio, et secretam garrit in aurem ; 
Ne liceat facere id, quod quis vitiabit agendo. 
Publica lex hominum, Naturaque, continet hoc Esls, 
Ut teneat vetitos inscitia debilis actus. 
See the remainder of tlie passage, and the original ip Ho- 
race, epist. ii. Iv 114. 

{d) Dignified by Juvenal, sat. xi. 27. with the title of « 
heaven dexetided maxim, 

(e) The author here refers to certain passages in the Iliad, 
XX. 74. xiv. 291. ii. 813. 

(f) It seems unnecessary to furnish a wearisome detail of 
these ancient fables here, they may be seen at the end of the 
Latin dictionary. 

(g) As Juvenal says of Fortune at the end of his tenth 
satire : 

Nullum numen abest, si sit prudentia ; sed te 
Nos facimus, Fortuna, Deam, ^cooloque locamus. 

(A) These circumstances are related in the CEdipus Ty« 
rannus of Sophocles. 

(i^) This riddle is well known. '' What is- that animal. 



** wUch goes first on four legs, then on two> then on three?' 

(/) The fttttpktity of dM Bcedtians is menikmed bjr Pindar« 

Horace>and Juvenal; and was proverbial among the ancients. 

The term has been transplanted into modern use. Duactad* 

Who knows how long thy transmigrating soul 
Might from Bmotutai fa> B^soHan roll ? 
{m) Many parts of the foregoitig dialogue, particular tliose, 
-which relate to the irrational prodigalities, the superfluous ex- 
penditure, and Che frivolous ostentation of the ricH« deserve 
the attention of the opulent and noble among our countrymen. 
A very distinguished nobleman of this day had invited an emi- 
nent litenry character, whom I knew, to dine wlUi htm alone 
lor yie purpose of a private conversation. This nobleman and 
the clergyman dined alone accordingly, amidst the inspection 
of from sixteen to ttfftn^ servants in and out of liveiy !— 
What accommodation to schobrs, what promotion of litera- 
ture, would aoerue from appropriating one thousandth part of 
this corrupting dissipation to the republication of valuable an- 
cient authors in more commodious and correct editions, which 
can never be undert^en either by booksellers or private ad- 
venturers in subordinate stations under the tremendous pres> 
aut« of taxattion, ah^ady insupporlable, and accumulating 
without limits in this country I 

Hie ooDclmixm of Ijiis oialk>B» like Ihtt of many others in 
our author* is abrupt. 



ON ekisF. 



(a) In this sasM spirit Honmr says, Od.xviii. 129. 
Ophf wUJr^Mfty yaici 5fk0af orAfworoio 
ISciiAu*', jvt^a t« ymttf cMitmih th imu iftfm ; 
What cireature more unhappy can be found 
Thmtian, ofanthathwtibt, «id walk the ground? 
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Elsewhere he calls mankind^ oTIjuf^M^ /Sf^TDm, ealainU<mt 
m$rudi : II. xltt. 569. and after him Lucretius and Virgil, wi- 
$en&^itgri8^!^monaUkus : wretcked^dueiued—^nortals. 

(#) Thus Epictetus, chap. x. " It h not the et^ents of life, 
*' which harass itiankind, but our prejudiced opinions of 
" those events. Thus Deatlt is not intrihsically terrible; 
"'otherwise it itould have appeared terrible to 8(xn^tes ; but 
*' our notions of Death as a terrible event When^ there- 
'' fore» we find ourselves embarrassed and perplexed, let us 
** accuse nobody but ourselves ; that is, our own absurd per* 
" suasions." 

<r) To this purport are those precepts of our Master, Matt, 
vii. 7. 8. 21. and .Stop's fable of the Waggoner and Her- 
cules. 

(d) This is admirable, but .abundantly surpassed by the 
scenery and pathos of a similar paftsage iti the Gospels, Luke 
xn. 16-^2. to wbich I refer the reader, 

(tf) Thfe character of this Essay is dignified atid soleihn, but 
appean from the bottom of p. 460 in the original, and ihb 
ium of the condusioii, to be imperfect. 



ON IMMODERATE DESIRES, 

(a) Upon the experimental basis of this infatuation is solidly 
constructed that apparently extravagant, but most judicious 
and true, assertion of our Lotd, Luke xvi. 31. "If they 
" hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will tliey be per- 
'* suaded, though one rise from the dead.* 

{b) This expression ^laa'aLciou^to drive by rzo/bicc— verjr 
happily illustrates the phraseology in the parable of the Mar- 
riage-feast, Luke xiv. 25. " And the mastfer said unto the 
" servant: Go out into the roads and enclosures, and roKc\ 
" THEM to come in ; {avxyycuorQy ussXSav) that my house maj 
^ be fiUed." 
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(c) III his Phoenissae, ver. 5S4t. 
, (d) The reader may compare on this sentiment Pope's Iliad 
ix. 522 — ^532. with Matt. chap. xvi. verse 26. Pope's trans- 
lalion is beautiful, but not exact. The reader must candidly 
accept the following plain representation of the grand original* 
For what so dear as Life ? Not all the stores^ 
E'er Argive armies landed on her shores. 
Which Troy, they say, in pride of power possest. 
While Peace protected, and while Fortune blest : - 
Not all the pomp of treasur'd gifts, that load 
The shrines and portals of the Pythian God. 
Herds, steeds, and flocks, that range the rich domain,- 
And tripods, gold may buy, and force may gain : 
But breatli, nor force can gain, nor gold can buy. 
If through the barrier of the teeth it fly. 
. W From verse 51-1—^50. of the same play rn Euripides, 

(f) In his ff^orks and Day«, verse 40. and we have a pro^ 
.verb, which resembles this in the apparent contradiction of 
it's expression ; " The longest way ' about is the shortest n^ 
•' home."— Indeed many proverbs arc distinguished by such 
peculiarities of language. 

(g) This is the very morality of the Gospel, with much 
similarity of phrase, Markx. 29, 30. " Jesus answered and 
*' said : Verily I say unto you. There is no man, who hath 
" left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or 
*' wife, or children, or lands, for the sake of me and the 
** Gospel, but will receive a hundred fold more in' tlie present 
'* time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and 
" children, and lands, with persecutions, and in the world 
<* to come, everlasting life." 

(A) See Herodotus, iii. 120. Cicero de finn. v. 30. 

{i) The arteries were supposed by the antrient physicians to 
be full of air or spirit. This doctrine is mentioned in a subs«- 
quent discourse entitled Ch(uHdeinus, 

{k) Psahnxc. 10. *' The days of our age are three-scor# 
years and ten-^." 
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(/) 1 Tim. vi. 8. *' Having food and covering, let us be 
** therevirith content. "^Pope, mora! epist. iii. 79. 
What riches give us, let us then enquire. 
Meat, fire, and cloaths. What more? Meat, cloaRiSj 
and fire, 
(m) This story, if I rightly recollect, is originally given by 
Herodotus; and is repeated by Tzetzes somewhere in his 
Chiliads with much additional humour of description. The 
scholiast also on Pindar, Pyth. vii. 1. has introduced it on Ihe 
mention of a descendant from Alcmaeon, the man, to whom 
Croesus gave this liberty, though our author, with a custom- 
ary negligence in general relation, speaks in the plural num- 
ber. 



OJSr THE CVLTIV AVION OF LETTERS. 

{a) The author alludes here to a verse in the elegies of So- 
lon, which thus expresses the intellectual activity of that re^ 
Bowned sage and legblator; an activity, highly laudable, and* 
worthy of imitation. 

I grow in knowledge, as I wax in years. 

(h) The use of eloquence, in congregating societies and' 
establi<^hing polities among mankind, is exhibited in all die 
magnificence of nervous and polished composition by the in- 
comparable pen of Cicero in the introduction to his former 
book on Rhetorical Invention : as masterly a specimen of style^ 
as can be found in all the works of that great writer. 

(c) This is an allusion probably to Hesiod's Theogony, ver. 
12. who tells us, that " the Muses met him, as he was tend- 
" ing his flock under mount Helicon, saluted him, gave hm 
" a sceptre, and breathed into him a divine voice." 

{d) Homer speaks o( priests, as honoured equally with the 
. Gods from the sanctity of their oflice ; of men, for their 



hnvmy^ th^ir w«»lt]i,^ »nd their power, as resend)Kiig tlie 
Gods ; but no passage^ ettk^r in him gr Hesio4> cecun U> my 
memory^ which oux author may be supposf^d to b%v« in view 
OQ tbift occasion. 

(e) See note {b) of the first Essay. 

Cf) Retsk« seems to infer reasonably from this passage, 
timt copies of the other celebrated diamatic poots w^ro sGs»scf 
a»d expeasive at Romoj in the days of Chrysostoni, 

ig) Oitf author exactly coincides in his j\)Mdle9aienU wUb 
tbo rational and, instructive Quiatiliaii« tnstitt. orat. »• I* 
'* Every one must allow 4be superiour usefulness of EuiipMoi 
'' to an orator: ibr bis diction more approximate to the style 
" of oratory ; his moral sentences are thickly sown $ in philo* 
** sophy he almost equals the great professors of ancient wis- 
" dom ; and in his dialogue be is comparable to the best of 
'' those, who have distinguished tliomselves for argumentar 
''^ tive dexterity in the forum. Of wonderful abiUty in ex- 
" hibiting all the passions of our nature ; and in those of 
«< eonmiseralios and distress, without a rival. Him Mco^- 
'* dor, as he testifies of himself, both exo«edii^ly admi^ 
^ and imitated, though i« a difioKixt pcoviace of dramatic 
'' poetry : a comedian, in my opinion, if diligently studied, 
" alone sufiicient fiMr the aooQOE^islimwnit of oiv purpose : so 
" complete ta biff pict»re of human Kfe! m^h fertility of in- 
* veaftioa ! such exuberant facility of eloquence ! such ready 
^ adaptation ^ his poetry to all oar uses of ocdinary occur* 
<* reaces, characters, and passions I*' 

What immediately follows in Chryaostom is explained by 
secollectiBg, that Euripides was a disciple of Anaxagoras. 

(A) Dio alludes to a distich in Theognis, ver. 3. 
▲AX* ouu fTfwtoif tt, run i^txrox, sy r« fuv^^f, 

^Aick Theocritus has kaitated, idyll, xvii. S. 

Av^^ ^' etv ITroA.sfi.aiG' cw v'fcoMMV Kry^a-tof, 
Kai «U|u,«.T^, xai ft^sffo^ : 



a thought^ infinitely elevated in the Paradise Lost by a sublime 
additional conception of our great artificer^ v. 165, 
On earth, join all ye Creatures to extol 

. Him jSrj/^ him last, him midst, and withovt ^VU ! 

(t) I^fric, such as Alcaeus, Sappho, Anacreon; flcgw:, 
Solon^ T^cogi^^'' Chion; iambic, Simonide^, Lycophron, 
Hipponax; dithyranibic, Pindar: with others in all these 
varieties of poetry. 

{k) I have seldom followed my own critical fsincies ott the 
text of this most depraved wTiter ; nor shall I trouble the 
reader with a multitude of conjectural emendations : but I 
read here svito^oy, or sfohy^^accessibU, for c^pov, which no- 
body has understood ; and I suppose the circumstaAC^ men* 
tioned in note ^ to be the proper interpreter of this passage. 

(/) Commonly called the jivabatis, that Is, the oicscnl inta 
Persia* not, a» it is mistakenly rendered, tJie retreat, of th^ tea 
thousand Greeks, I will take the liberty of adding my suf* 
frage to that of Chry&ostdmj and deliverbg an opinion of this 
history, as the mpst iaiarettuig, the most elegaj^tj the most 
simple, and the mo«t transporting narmtive^ within tht whole 
circumference of classical literature. 

(m) This %C)ti^ ii generally made by the ancient anchors 
the foceruaner oi m sfieech. Thus Ajav in Ovid,' met. viii. 5. 
In»ende9fq¥< momth AgiBiius^ prob Jupiter ! HMpiif, 
Ante rates caussam* 

Acts of the Apofitles, xxvi. 1. " Agrippa said ente Paul: 
" Thou hast perroywon to spi^ak for thyself. Ttw» Paul^ 
" ST&ETCBiy^ euv MIS BAKik, thus procee<j|ed on hisde- 
«* feooe/'-*^ striking and digiufied passage. 

(•) Th« liftrQ of CKpi^essioA here would have kd as to cock 
clade^ that reoimg i» isifters was a StrvUe qfiee among the 
attoienM ; w4 we knoiw fr#m o&er authorities that likrmyaer' 
vmU wei^eiifi^^ ^ aU tbe^ purposes : see Cicero's Bru^ 
tus, sect 22. and a subsequent d^cours^^ of IMcu entiiJed 
Charideqpi^ 
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OJV RETIREMENT. 

(m) The hippodrome, the race-ground, or the riding-schooL 

(b) An aUusion, I presume, to an agricultural practice fre- 
qaently mentioned in ancient writers, and thus graphically 
cadiibited by Virgil, gcorg. i. 105. 

Deinde satis fluvium inducit rivosque sequentis : 
Et, cum exustus ager morientibus aestuat herbis, 
Ecce ! supercilio clivosi tramitis undam 
Elicit : ilia cadcns raucum per laevia murmur 
Saxa ciet, scatebrisque arentia temperat arva. 
It seems unnecessary to subjoin in every instance a translation 
of passages from authors, whose works have been translated 
by the first poetical geniuses in our own country, and are in 
the hands of all readers who aspire to any character of taste 
and elegance ; but I subjoin a plain translation now ; 
Thep on the corn he turns the obsequious stream : 
Nor less, when all it's herbage shrinks and dies 
Through the parch'd plain, lo ! from the stony brow 
The swain elicits a refreshing rill ; 
That trippingly glides down the pebbly path 
With murmurs hoarse, and slakes the thirsty ground. 

(c) Richard Cromwell experienced the truth of this observa- 
tion, and Gray acknowledges it in his Elegy : 

Forbade to wade tlirough slaughter to a throne. 
And shut the gates of Mercy on mankind. 
{d) This fancy of the Trojan shepherd was no bad fancy/ 
in my opinion ; and would not hftve disgraced his betters, if ^ 
the means of realising the vision had proved no tnore ex- 
ceptionable than the vision itself. Theocritus, to name no 
more, most evidently coincided with our sentinlimts in those 
trains of incomparable elegance and roost enchanting me-' 
ody, idyll, viii. 63. 

Mtj iMi yay UeXci/^, /^ij fMt XfO/cwo ra^oofTct^ 
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Suyyotta pwX' fcof «k, ray Six«Xay r' «; d\oi* 
I wish not Pelop's wide-extended lands^ 

Nor speed to leave the lagging gales behind ; 
No realms of Croesus, where o'er golden sands 
^ The rippling streams of bright Pactolus wind : 

Bat, whilst my sheep graze careless by the side 

Of yon broad Hill, that flings his cooling shade 
Near the bright bosom of Sicilia's tide. 

May these fond arms enclasp my beauteous maid ! 
(e) Fenas is distinguished by the epithet golden in Homer, 
Hesiod, and other poets. 

CO See Pope's Iliad, xx, 264.— Dio's discourse is defect 
live, and probably mutilated, at this place. 



On the CONDUCT qf MEN at a PUBLIC DINNER. 

{a) The Nytnpha, or lAfmphz, were Goddesses of the 
Fountains ; as Bacchus is known to have been the God of 
Wine. 

(h) Odyssey xxi. 295. where only one Centaur is mentioned 
as disorderly. 

(f) The meetings here meant were collections of people 
from all parts of Greece and the Graecian colonies, resem- 
bling some of our Ftdrs, half a century or a century ago, in 
England ; such as Stirbitch fair near Cambridge ; of which, 
the celebrity, the oeconomy, and the humours, are curiously 
and successfully described in a long poem of the Musa ^fh 
glicana, 

(d) Psalm cxix. 71. " It is good for pie to have been aP- 
*' flicted, that I may learn thy commandments."— Dr. Ogden 
also in his sermons, speaking of Mitfortunes, says very beau- 
tifully to the same purpose:—" Evils, that are our greatest 
*' good ; that afflict, ^ut purify ; that tear and harrow up the 
<• 50ul, but prepare it for the seeds of Virtue," 
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CHARIDEMUS. 

(a) Itwillbttfloon discovered from the sequel, that the two 
people now addressed are tbe father and brother of CharU 
demns. 

{h) From not recollecting, I suppose^ which was the older 
of the brothers. 

(c) Iliad iii. 65. ver. 93. in Pope; who renders the pas* 
sage diffusely, but with his own taste and elegance.-^Homer 
characterises the Gods by the epithet iwrrj^ss goutfv, the 
givers qf good things ; as James in his epistle, i. ,17. says, 
that ^* ^oery good gift C4muth dawn from God.^ 

(d) The reader oaay compare some very fine verses on this 
subject in Lucretius, v. 1217«'1232. Horace too, ode iii. 
6. I. 

Ccelo tonantem credidimus Jovem 
Regnare^— . 
Jove's thunders prove his empire to mankind. 

(e) The original here if obscure, and probably imperfect 
from the omissions of the transcriber. 

(f) Hesiod assigns ev^n a contemporary origin to Gods 
and men in his fForkt and Dcqfs, ver. lOS. 

{g) By vanquishing the Titans in a battle, which Hesiod 
describes in his Thtogony from ver. 664 to ver. 736. with ma- 
ny strokes of terrible sublimity ; whence Milton has copiously 
borrowed in his battle of the Angels, and in other parts of 
his Paradise Lost, where he touches on the same subject. 

These theories of philosophic minds under the twilight of 
Nature, before the morning-star of Retelalion had arisen on 
the hearts of men, will prove highly gratifying to the reader, 
if his taste and feeling bear any resemblance to my own. 
To others, perhaps, they will appear but insipid and weari~ 
some loquacity. 

(^) Catullus has a beautiful passage to this effect in his ma* 
jpstic hymeneal of Peleus and Thetis, from ver. 334 to the 
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en^ ; too long for tran§cription here : and Aratus in his phae^ 
nomena, on the residence of Astr jea with the men of the 
Golden Age, 

{i) This circumstance of hght seems to have been a very 
impbrtant article in the banquets of the ancients^ and was 
supplied with much ostentation and expence. There are 
•ome elegant verses to this effect in Lucretius, ii. 24. who 
alludes to Homer's Odyssey, vii. lOa Compare Virgil^ Mn. 
. i. 726. Hence the outer darkne$8 of the New Testament^ 
Matthew viiL 12. or the outside of the door» into which the 
hypocritio^ professors of the Gospel will be thrust, from the 
tightness of the supper-room. 
{k) Essay on Man, iii. 29. 

Who for thy tabk feeds the wanton &wn. 
For him as kindly ^cad the flowery lawn. 
In my note on that couplet the reader may find further illus- 
" tration of this degant and pleasing thought. 

(/) The Hore, Goddesses of youth and beauty. A beau- 
tiful and fragrant cup is said by Theocritus to be d^fped in . 
ike/ountain of the Seasons : Idyll, i. 150. 

(m) Psahn.xlix. 18. ** For he will carry nothing with him, 
^ when he dieth; neither will his pomp follow him."«- 
1 Tim. vi. 7. *' We. brought nothing into this world, and 
*' it is plain, that we can carry nothing out.'^ Prop^rtius 
exhibiu the same sentiment with much dignity and vivacity, 
deg. iiL 5. 15.' 

Haud ttUas portabis opes Acherontis ad undas : 
Nudusab infem&, stulte ! vehere rate. 

Reft of thy wealth, unplumed of all thy pride. 

Soon wilt thou sink, fond dotard ! in the grave : 
In Charon's vessel naked shalt thou ride 
O'er Achferon's irremeable wave ! 
(ff) It was deemed great intemperance by the ancients to 
dri6k wine unmixed with vfoter, though some luxurious and 
immoderate sensualists mingled even aromatics with their 
wine to render it more intoxicating. Hence appears the 

r2 
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meaning of an expression in the Re\'elations>xiv. 10. whidi 
no man, to the best of my knowledge, has ever understood : 
'' And he shall drink of the wine of God's wrath, that mixsd 
** UNMIXED wiNii, in the cup of his indignation:" thatis^ 
wixed with perfumes, and unmixed with water. 

(o) Compare Theocritus, i. 29— *S8. for a very elaboraie 
description of such a cup, though of different materials ; and 
the less ambitious imitation of Virgil, eel. iii. 36—47. with 
Jixk. i. 640. 

(p) The discourse of Charidemus finishes with this sen^ 
lence» 



THE LYBJAN FABLE. 

(a) The love of fable in all ages, as a vehicle of moral pre- 
cept, is sufficiently collected from an early specimen in Scrip- 
ture, that of Jotham, Judges, ix. 7^^1. from the writings of 
the Greeks, Arabians, and Romans, to our own times. But 
what has surpassed, nay, what has equalled, the parables of 
the Prodigal Son, the Good Samaritan, the Urtforgiving Servant, 
the Rich Man and Lazarus, with several more, in the Gospel 
Histories, for an union of Utility and Sweetaets^ 

(6) That brightness qf the skin, though it ^s not enter 
into the modem descriptions of female beauty, constitutes very 
generally a component part in the encomiums of the ancients 
op. that interesting article. Thus Horace, ode i. 19, 5. 
\Jrit me Clycerai nitor, 

Spiendeiitis Pariq tn^jnor^ puriufi : 
Urit grata protervitas^ 

£t vultzis nimium luhric\/is adsplci, 
H^nce Clemens Alexandri^us, p. 291. im. ed. Potter, men- 
tions the ro ^my^Ttvfiy and iJfCi^^usfr^'jywhs, the gUsteving and 
sparkUng of tlie countenance. The reader, whose taste in- 
clines him to these pliilolo^ical entertainments, will find more 
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tmttseniQit of Uh» nature on the same topic in my note at 

v^se 1027. 9f the fourth hook of Lucretius. 

This description of the monster bears much resemblance to 

that of Scylls^ in the third i£neid. v. 426. 

Prima hominis facies, et pulchro pectore virgo 
Pal^etenus; postrema^ inmani corpore pistrix— . 
(c) This Htrcutes, or true child of Reason and legitimate 

di^iple of PuiLosoFHYj is thus charactered with admirable 

elegance and pregnancy by Horace, sat. ii. 7. 83. 

Quisnam igitur liber > Sapiens, sibi qui imperiosus, 
Quem^ neque pauperies, neque mors, neque vincula^ 

terrent : 
Responsare cupidinibus, contemnere honores, 
Fortis, et in se ipso totus ; teres atque rotundus 
Externi ne quid valcat per laeve morari : 
In quem manca ruit semper Fortuna.^ 

Who then is truly independent? Who ? 
The PHILOSOPHIC Mind, who curbs and awe« 
Elach wayward appetite ; who fearless viewa 
And scorns, or poverty, or chains, or death : 
Who quells Desire, and titles'bravely spurns. 
As babish toys : concentred in himself; 
All smooth and round, that no external ills 
Grate on his polish'd surface : Fortune thence^ 
All impotent> recoils with vain attempt. 



CONCERNING THE DjEMON. 

(a) This Damofi, or Genius, was supposed by the ancients 
to be the inseparable associate through life of every indi^ 
vidual ; to be born and to perish with him : as the Nymph 
and her Tree^ in the poets. He is thus described by Horace* 
where that poet is representing the various pursuits and dif- 
ferent propensities of men; epist. ii. 2. 187. 
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Scfit Gemasy natftle comes qui temperat astftmi, 
Natarae Deu8 hunumfle^ mortaKs m aimm 
Qttodque caput. 

The cause of these diversities well Icqows 
The attenda})t Genius^ who the natal star 
J^ttempers, aifd controuls with sway supreme 
Our natures, mortal with their mortal date. 
Virgil^ perhaps, had respect to this doctrine in those words 
ofNisutf, ^n. ix. 184<. 

Nisus ait : Diine hunc ardorem mentibus addunt, 
Euryale ? an sua cuique Deus fit dira cupido ? 
Does God inspire this ardour in our minds ? 
Or js strong aagerness of soul our God ? 
See Apuleius on the Gbd of Socrates, p. 6B7. edit. Delph. The 
JetM also appear to have entertained an opinion very similar 
to this notion of the Greeks and Romans, if not exactly the 
same, as the words of oar Lord, who generally spake m con- 
formity to the educational persuasions and popular sentiments 
of his countryman, should lead us to conclude ; thus recorded 
by Matthew, chap, xviii. verse 10. " See liiat ye despise 
*' not one of these little ones (that is, these Um>fy men; my 
" disciples): for I tell you, that their Angels are always , 
" beholding the face of my Father, who is in heaven." 

The object of Chrysostom in this essay is, to discounte- 
nance and, disprove this doctrine of the philosophers. 

{h) The influence and respectability of an orator in the free 
states of Greece is thus represented in the majesty of Virgil's 
poetry, ^n. i. 148—154. who, like Quintilian, maintains 
the inseparable associatsori of true £/oy»c»cc widi Virtue: 
Ac, veluti magno in populo quum saepe coorta est 
Scditio, saevitque animis ignobile vulgus ; 
Jamque faces .et saxa volant, furor arma ministrat ; 
Turn, pietate gravem ac meritis si forte vinim quem 
Conspexere, silent, adrectisque auribus adstant : 
Me regit dictis an'unos, et pectora mulcel. 
I do not know, whether it has been observed, that diese fine 
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Verse* are considerably indebted to a beautiful passage in the 
Theogony of Hesiod^ ver. 81—94'. and were possibly sug- 
gested by it. For a translation of the verses from Virgil I 
may pardonably refer the reader to Dryden, Piti^ and inanj 
others : of Hesiod> I subjoin a plain translation. 

The king Jove-nurtured, whom the Muses bless 
With smile propitious, from those heavenly Maids 
The gift receives of Eloquence divine. 
Distilling sweet and soothing from his tongue. 
On him, dispensing justice by right rules. 
Admiring subjects gaze : his wise decrees 
Quench, in an instant quench, the hot debate. 
Hence kings derive their usefulness and power. 
From wrongs redress'd, from mischiefs rectified. 
By healing counsels and assuasive speech. 
Mim, as he walks the city, reverent crowds 
Salute with godlike homage, and with awe 
Round their majestic sovereign silent stand. 
Such are the Muses' sacred gifts to man ! 
A fine description of the same kind may be seen in Job, chs^ 
xxix. ver. 7—18. 

(c) This circumstance alludes to the walls of Athens in the 
time of Pericles and the Peloponnesian war : but most of the 
historical ttansactions here recorded are too well known to 
.require note and reference. The same reason probably, the 
notoriety of these facts, induced our author presently, after a 
previous mention of Themistocles and Pericles, and a state- 
ment of particulars on the subject of Themistocles,' to pass by 
the exemplification of his doctrine from the conduct of Peri- 
cles, as universally known from the history of Thucydides. 

(d) See Plutarch's life of Alcibiades, sect. 13. 

(e) This implies, if Reiske and myself rightly apprehend 
our author^ that new Carthage in Spain was colonised, or re* 
ceived an accession of inhabitants, from the fugitives of th.e 
old city in A^ica. 

(f) Reiske misapprehended the purpose of Chryspstom ki 

a 4 
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this passage, who finishes and corroborates his argument by 
an. allusion to the term, wliich implies happiness ^n^ prosperity 
in the Greek language, Ey^aifx^via, the injluence of a gtxui 
Damon / and bona Fortuna by the Romans. 



DIOGENES, OR CONCERNING VIRTUE. 

(a) I do not find any mention of these circumstances' in the 
life, which Diogenes Laertius has given of this Megareaa 
Euclid in the second book of his biography. The same 
Euclid is spoken of by Cicero in his Academics. 

{h) Laertius gives a respectable account of tliis C)tiic ; and 
from his narrative we may collect. that connection, of these 
two philosophers, spoken of by Chrysostom. Stanley is the 
proper author to be consulted on these occasions. 

(c) Diogenes intended to insinuate the laxity of his man- 
ners in comparison with his doctrine, and his inattention to 
his own precepts : like a plump ruhy-faced divine in our days, 
preaching up abstinence and self-denial in Leiif, 

(d) A school, or place for gymnastic exercises, at Corinth. 
Lucian, in his first dialogue of the dead, speaks of Diogenes 
as constantly 'living in this place: a circumstance, mentioned 
also in other passages of his works. Seeihe commentators on 
that dialogue. 

(e) See Zenobius, v. 37. Diogenianus, vii. 16. and Sui- 
das in this proverb : 

Ov fravT^ av^f ©^ etf Ko^ivSov B<rS* i irXss : 
" It is not for every man to take a voyage to Corinth.*' See 
also the commentators on the same proverb in Horace, epist* 
i. 17. 36. . 

Non cuivis homini contingit adire Corinthum : 
and in Hesychius. 

CO Modern physicians would not object to this proof of therr 
benevolence and zcal^ if it came accompanied by their own 
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terms. Physicians of former days, like the advocates of the 
same times, exacted no fees, but confided to the spontaneou» 
Jibera!f*y of the opulent. Were I a mere disciple of tiatural 
Religion I should exclaim with Horace: 

- Ho8 utinam inter 
Heroas natum tellus me prima tulisset ! 
Oh ! had I lived with heroes such as the?e? 
(g) These games were celebrated on the Isthmus, which 
connects Peloponnesus with the rest of Greece. Hence we 
pertinently observe and justly applaud the reasonable and ele- 
gant address of the apostle Paul in his allusions to the gym- 
nastic exercises through his epistles to the Christian converts 
in this gay and luxurious city, Corinth: see 1 Cor. iv, II. 
2 Cor. xi- 23. xiii. 5, 6. but particularly a most eloquent and 
splendid passage, conducted with unexceptionable uniformity 
and incomparable dexterity of figure, the four concluding 
verses in the ninth chapter of his former epistle to these Co- 
rinthians. - * 

(/i) Horace has presented us with the same sentiment in a 
very excellent epistle, the second of his former book, ver. 37. 
— — — ^— ^— _^ Nam cur. 
Quae laedunt oculum, festinasdemere; si quid 
Est animum, differs curandi tempus in annum } 
Whence this impatient eagerness to heal 
An ailment of thine eye, but ills, that gnaw 
Thy mind, are left uncured from day to day ? 
(i) Agreeably to the Jewish proverb, Luke iv. 24. " No 
" teacher is received with approbation in his native place." 

{Jc) Generally understood to be the greyhound ; the velocet 
Sparta catulos, the sfwift breed of Sparta, as Virgil calls them, 
georgics iii. 405. 

(/) From this indf^tUation or incision, at the fine ligature, 
which connects the upper and lower parts of their bodies, 
these and similar- animals received their denomination of 
syrofjiM, or insects, from the Greeks. 

{m) This passage will be best explained by a well-known 
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Greek epigram, of extnordinary neatness and comprehend 



AdAa ^s raav x^uf&» im^Kol, trtXivtf,, ^truf. 
" Four games have been instituted in Greece, the Olympian, 
'^ the Pythian, the Isthmian, and the Nemean ; all of them 
" sacred: two in honour of Gods; two, of men : of Jupiter 
" and Apollo, of Palaemon and Archemorus: and the re* 
*' wards' bestowed on the conquerors are wreaths of wild- 
" olive, of the apple-tree, the pine, and parsley." 

(n) This sort of combat was distinguished by an appropri- 
ate name, the Pajicratimn ; and is practised now in this 
country by the vulgar in some Northern counties. I once 
witnessed such a battle at Warrington in Lancashire within a 
stone's throw of my own house ; where one of the party was 
killed by a bite from his antagonist on the side of his belly. 

(o) Iliad XV. verses 696. and 711. of the original. 

(p) Milton's Comus, ver. 68. 
Soon as the potion works, their human countenance. 
The express resemblance of the Gods, is chang'd 
Into some brutish form of wolf, or bear. 
Or ounce, or tiger, hog, or bearded goat. 

(g] The candidates for prizes in the games, at some periods 
of those institutions, were accustomed to eat as much as 
possible with a view of making themselves large and fleshy. 
This practice had a peculiar name, avayT^o^ccyho,, or cojnpvl- 
woe eating ; as if beyond appetite and inclination, I suppose. 

(r) This passage will require no ilBistration to 4hose, who 
are acquainted with the manners and opinions of the Cynic 
school :/ and the life of Diogenes by Laertius will throw much 
light on all that is said on the subject of this philosopher in 
the various orations of Dio Chrysostom. 
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CONCERNING SLAVERY JND LIBERTY ♦. 

DISCOURSE I. 

* Shvery and Liberty, tnenMl not poMHcmlg ferm the sut> 
/ect of these philosophical disputations. 

(a) This accident is recorded by Herodotns. 

{b) Compare Romans, ii. 14<, 13. xiii. 5. Tbese are called 
by moralists *' Duties of imperfect obligation." 

(r) The Romans were aocustomed to mark their sla%^ii 
with a hot iron on the forehead, or some other part of the 
body : and to this practice the apostle Paul, who frequently 
styles himself M^ slave qf Jesus Christ, alludes in his epistle 
to the Galatians, cliap. vi. verse 17. "I bear in my body 
*' the MARKS of the Lord Jesus.** Ck>mpare also Reveia^ 
tions, ix. 4. xiv. 9. 

(d) The operations, rdative to the preparation of hneisd, 
were conducted by sUgce$ among the Romans : so that a bake- 
house or « ndU, and a bridevoeB, or place ctf criminal punish- 
ment from hard labour, were denominated by the same term, 
pistnnum. 

(e) The correspondence of this practice in the Northern 
Earopean nations with the iatkxring of the Americans ; tike 
9cu^ug mentioned by Herodotus, as practised by another 
people of the higher latitade, the Scythians ; witli many 
other simHarities ; iiidicate the course of migrsttion from the 
old to the new continent in former ages, and harmonise witii 
tlie discoveries of modern navigators concerning die vicinity 
of the continents, Europe and America. 

(f) The Mossututci / and this practice, resembling that b% 
ThibM> is thas>recorded by Apolfoni'us Rhodias, ii. lOfiB. 

Aurof By vyi/icrtw pstfi?^eus fM^^wi daueo'ottfv 
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There in his box sublime the monaroh sit'^i 
Dispensing, to his crowding subjects, laws. 
Wretch! if he swerve from Justice, all that daiy 
Shut up, and pinch'd by hunger, he must pass. 
(g) As ^schylus in his from, vinct. ver. 220. 
(A) This criterion of Jree-men under the Roman constitu-* 
tion5i is generally known, and has been adopted by die em- 
blematical representations of the mt>dcrns. Persius, v. 82. 
Haec mera libsrtas^ hoc nobis fiiba donant. 



CONCERNING SLAVERY AND LIBERTY. 

DtSCOl/RS£ ir. 

(a) The part of Attica, where this clas» of people wcfc 
stationed : see Diogen. cent. v. 94. ^ 

(b) In his answer to Minerva, Odyss. i. 215. 

Oux 01^1* « yct^ ftw ns kov y^vov ouai^ avr/vta. 
"My mother calls me bis ; unknown to me 
The trutli : for who can ascertain his sire ? 

(c) The common, though most unnatural, practise of ex* 
posing children in former ages gives a probability to many of 
these traditions, which may appear merely marvellous in- 
ventions of the poets to the incredulity of the present day, 
under such a different condition of domestic society and civil 
life. I have known experimentally, and others must have 
known, animals of a very different species reciprocally tended 
and suckled in circumstances perfectly correspondent to those 
of exposed infants. 

{d) As ^wT^p, DImis, Optimus Maximus> and others. 

(e) As h|S tells Ulysses in Od. 6. 413. 

. £v9a $v(a itoktss, St^^ ^^ cfia-i iravta isSoLarcu* 

Kt^^iQ* Offiroyi^i^;, §3ti$i9uK&> aiwatQicru 
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Two states distinct th^re flourisht ; and of both 
My sire was sovereign, Ctesius, Ormen's son. 
In kingly virtues like a deathless God. 
(f) Several very rich people of this name are mentioned bj 
Julian and Plutarch. 

(^) The fact, to which Chrysostom alludes, is recorded 
hy Pausanias^ by most of the Greek historians, and many 
other writers : see Diodorus Siculus, lib. xv. sect. 55^ 56. 

(A) Some verses in Juvenal's eighth satire, the whole of 
which poem is perfectly congenial wih the spirit and object of 
Chrysostom's discourse, wear a great resemblance to this 
passage ; ver. hQ, 

Die mihi, Teucrorum proles ! animalia muta 
QuisoENERosA putat, nisifortia? — Nempe volucrem 
Sic laudamus equum, facili cui plurima paimi 
J^ervet, et exsoltat rauco victoria circo. 

NoBILIS hie, QUOCVMQUK YENJT PE GRAMINE^ 

cujus 
Clara fuga ante alios, et primus in aequore pulvis. 

Tejl me, fond boaster ! what is generous deem'd 
In creatures dumb, but native fire and forc*e ? 
Thus the fleet horse we praise, whom numerous wreaths 
Have graced, and crowds with shouting plaudits hail'd. 
This steed is noble, wheresoever he graz'd, 
Whate*er his sire, who scours the dusty plain. 
And leaves his lagging rivals far behind. 

{i) Such people are said by Horace to be defended from 
NO ancxstors, nullxs nugoribus orti : sat. i. 6. 10. and Per- 
sius calls them. Progenies terre, the production of the ground; 
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CONCERNING fTJR AND PEACE. 

(tf) This fragment, or prolasion to a longer disconrse, 
deserves the notice of some modem statesmenj who plunge 
info public basiness in their boy*hodd, and suppose politi- 
cal wisooM to consist in a bold fluency of pompous and 
EMPTY SOUNDS, unstored with kustoric treasures, and un« 
enlightened by philosophy. 

(ft) This was called, as our author soon informs us, thM 
SacredBmnd: of which see a different account in Plutarch's 
life of Pelopidas, sect. 18, 19. 



DIOGENES, OR THE ISTHMIAN DISCOURSE. 

(a) The reader will discover a resemblance in this dis- 
course to many passages in that styled also Diogenes, or Ccfn- 
ceming Virtue. 

(Ajl Dog, or Cynic ; xvpik&» : Uke a dog, the name of these 
philosophers, for the reason immediately subjoined by Chry- 
sostom. 

(c) The general maxiin, by which the Cynics resgulated 
their intercourse with society, was comprehended in two 
words : AXi}6e(ay X0U flof ffo'iay. Truth and frke-^peech: 
a maxim, highly cotnmendable in itself, and worthy of adop- 
tion even by Christian philosophers under the guidance and 
coercion of Benevolence; so that no constitutional spleen 
or private animosity prompt it's operations, but honest inde- 
pendence and the general welfare of mankind. 

(rf) These remarks are authenticated by the daily practises 
of society. The writer of this paragraph has the honour of 
being judged by many full as mad as Diogenes was thought 
by his contemporaries, and for the very same reason, an 
undaunted freedom of speech in the chastisement of 
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BTPOC&isT and DkrRAViTv: but he has not found his 
equanimity very severely tried by those contumelies, which 
have befallen him in company with his betters of every age 
and nation. .''Many among them said; Hb hath a bje- 
" uoVj AND IS MAD : why listen ye to him?" was the sen- 
tence of some Jewish wise-acres, or malignants, on that grand 
reformer and deliverer of mankind^ Jesus of Nazareth: 
John, X. 20. • 

{e) Alluding to the garland of wild dire, Theocritus 
idyll, v. 100. 

Hist, Goats ! from that wild-olive : feed elsewhere. 
And the persons alluded to in the preceding sentence are 
the umpires and superintendents of the Games. So Virgil, 
Mn. v. 72. of ^neas : 

Sic fatus, velat matem& tempora myrto. 

Hoc Helymus facit, hoc xvi maturus Acestes, 

Hoc puer Ascanius; sequitur quos caetera pubes. 

He round his temples bmds a myrtle wreath; 
His hoary train no less, and youthful class. 
With the same garlands all entwine their brows. 

Cf J In the twenty^econd book of the IKad. 

{g) At a very large and general meeting of dissenting Afi- 
nisters at Exeter, in the earlier part of this century, when 
the question of subscriptions to articles of faith at Ordination 
was very warmly and equally debated, but carried in &vour 
of religious liberty. Sir Joset>h Jekyll, Master of the. Rolls, 
on hearing the result of their deliberations, cried out: ''The 
" Bible has carried it by four !'* 

{h) Tereus was changed info a lapwing, according to 
Ovid, met. vi. 674. 

{i) The pertinency of many remarks in this and a former 
discourse will not be adequately appreciated by the reader, 
who does not advert to the glory and felicity of a victor i^ 
these Games among his contemporaries. Pindar says on this 
subject, Ol. i. 157. 
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£;^£< f/LiXiroira'ay sv^i^v, 
Ag^Xwy y' syeKsv, 
" The conqueror^ for the remainder of his days, enjoys a 
" delicious tranquillity^ in consequence of success in these 
*' glorious contests." — To which many similar passages 
might be added. 

This discourse also seems imperfect at the conclusiop, like 
several of the fest. 
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1. SILVA CRITICA, slve in auctores sacros profanosque 

Coromentarius Philologus. Cantabrigiae^ tjpis et sump* 
tibus Academicts, 1789, 3s. 6d. 

2. Silva Critica^ pars 11. 1790, Cantab: Ss. 6d. 

3. Silva Crilka, pars III. 1792, Cantab. 5s. 6d. 

4. Silva Critica, pars IV. 1793, Londini, 5s. 

5. Silva Critica, pars V. 1795, Londini, 3s. 6d. 

6. Horatii Operd, in 2 torn. 12mo. Londini, 10s« 6d. 1794u 

7. Virgilii Maronis Gcorgic6n libri IV. Cantab. 1788, 3s. 6d. 

8. The Evidences of Christianity, or Remarks on the Excel- 

lency, Purity, and Character of the Christian Religion ; 
sec. edit, enlarged, 4s. 6d. 1793. 

^. Foemata, Latine partim scripta, partim reddita, et quedaxa 
in Q. Horat. Flac. Obs. Critica?, 4to. 2s. Cantab. 1776. 

10. An Enquiry into the Opinions of Christians of the first Cen* 

turies, concerning Jesus Christ, 1784, 8vo. 46. 

1 1 . A New Translation of St. Matthew, with a Commeiitaiy, 

4to. 10s. 6d. 1782. 

12. Four Marks of Antichrist, Is. 

13. A Sermon at Richmond, Surrey, July 29, 1784, a Thanks* 

giving- Day, 6d. 

14. Remarks on Dr. Horsley's Ordination Sermon, of 1788, 4d. 

V 

15. A Short Enquiry into the Expediency and Propriety of Pub- 

lic or Social Worship, third edit. Is, 6d. 1792. 

J6. Short Strictures on Dr. Priestley's Letter concerning Mr. 
Wakefield's Treatise on Public Worship, 1792, 6d. 

17. General Reply to Arguments against the Enquiry ii]ito Pub* 
lie Worship, 6d, 
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18. A Letter to the Lord Bishop of St. David's, on o6casion of 

a Pamphlet relating to the Liturgy of the Church of Eng- 
land, ascribed to him. Is. 1790. 

19. Examination of Thomas Paine's Age of Reason: sec. edit. 

corrected : with an Appendix to David Andrews, in De- 
fence of Christianity, 1794, 2s. 

20. The Spirit of Christianity with the Spirit of the Times. A 

new edit. Is. 1794. 

21. Poems of Mr. Gray, vnth Notes, 3s. 6d. 

22. Directions for Students in Theology, 4d. 

23. Tragoediarum Graecarum delectus: Here. fur. Alcest. Ion. 

Euripidis; Trachin. Philoct. Sophoclis; et Eumen. uEs- 
chyli; 2 torn. 8 vo. 16s. 1794. 

24. The Works of Alexander Pope, with Notes, vol. L 6s. 

fine paper, 8s. 1794. 

25. Notes on Pope, vol. II. 6s. 1796. 

26. Poetical Translations from Juvenal, Virgil, Lucretius, Ho- 

race, &c. 12mo. 2s. 6d. on fine paper, 5s. 1795. 

27. P. Virgilii Maronis Opera, 2 torn. 128. chart, mag. 

/I. lis. 6d. 

2S. A New Translation of the New Testament, 2 vols. 8vO. 
second edit. 16s. 

29. A New Edition of Pope's Iliad and Odyssey, with Notes, 
11 vols.. 8vo. 1796. . 

50. A Reply to Thomas Paine's second part of the Age of Rea- 
son, Is. 6d. .1795. 

31. An Answer to Mr. Burke's Attack on the Duke of Bedford 

and Earl of Lauderdale, Is. 6d. 1796, third edit. 

32. Bionis et Moschi quae supersunt, emendata et illustrata, 

35. 6d. chart, max. 10s. 6d. nitidissime impresta, 1795. 

3S. A Lettar to Jacob Bryant, Esq. on the War of Troy : 4to» 
Is. 6d. 1797. 

34. Lucretii Opera, S vol. 4to. innumeris mendis expurgata, 
Commentariis illustrata, cum R-yca^hdt BENTLBti notis 
non ante vulgatis. Pret.;f4. 4s. et chart, max. folio ele- 
gantissima, £21, , 
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PLAN AND CONDITIONS 

OF 

A NEW 

GREEK AND ENGLISH LEXICON, 

BY 

GILBERT fr A ICEFIELD, 'B.A. 
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I. This Lexicon will be a thick volume in quarto; and Is 
proposed to be published by subscription; the price £ 2, 2*,-^ 
one half to be paid at the time of subscribing, and the remainder 
on the delivery of the book. 

2. It will be ready Sot the press soon afler the editor's release 
from Dorchester Gaol, on May 30th, 1801 ; as the principal ma- 
terials have been long since provided : and it will he printed off 
with all possible expedition. 

3. The execution will be conducted on the plan of Hederic, 
as enlarged- and corrected by Morell, because of the commodious* 
ness of that plan for common use ; but with great and very im* 
portant improvements in many respects (Hi that Lexi(5on. The 
compilation and composition of a compUat Lexicon for the Greek 
language would be an enterprise of far greater labour and ampler 
compass, so as to require a much more liberal subscription and 
more general patronage than is expected for the present under- 
taking. 

4. The interpretation of the Greek words will be universally 
in English, as incomparably preierabli^ in every respect for' do- 
mestic use to a Latin interpretation ; and this single variation 
will render, it is presumed, the projected Lexicon a mojit eligible 
acquisition to schools and ail private students of the Greek lan- 
guage. A Latin interpretation must generally appear inade- 
quate to an English student, is frequently no less obscure and 
unintelligible than the original, and often serves only to conceal 
the doubts and ignorance of the Lexicographer. On the con- 
trary, the true power and nice peculiarities of the Greek idiom 
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tbMj be communicated more fully and clearly in the English Isx^ 
guage; which is, for the most part, extremely well calculated 
to represent the elegancies and proprieties of the Greek tongue. 

5. An addition will be made of many words, not fewer than 
from ,^fteen to twenty thousand, or upwards ; almost entirely ac- 
cumulated by the editor in a counse of years during tlie prose- 
cution of bin studies, with an immediate view to his own private 
wee, but with some prospect of the present undertaking : words, 
not inserted in Hederic, nor» as the editor believes, in any extant 
Lexicon whatever. 

6. A retrenchment of superfluities will take place, and a cor- 
rection of errors and absurdities, without number. 

7. Greater accuracy and simplicity will. be observed in stating 
the primary, and the derivative, or inferrible, sense of words, in 
conformity to the original principles and subsequent processes of 
all learnecland long-pre\'aihng languages. 

8. This Lexicon will foe enriched also by a very considerable 
addition of le^timate constructions, elegant phrases^ and varieties 
of formation m verbs and nouns, from the most approved writers 
of antiauity ; all highly necessary to a just perception of the beau- 
ties ana proprieties ot the Greek language. 

9. Lastly, numberless words will be a^ertained and confirmed 
by the most classic authors, which now appear in the best editions 
of Hederic, with more exceptionable or with no authority at all. 

As the execution of this work, both in point of labour and ex- 
pence, appears trery formidable to the editor, and is indeed a 
most arduous enterprise for an individual; and, as the public 
literature of the country b materially interested in a work of thi&> 
nature; he shall not feel himself induced to proceed in the 
prmting of it with a less encouragement than a subscription for 
two thousand copies. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS are received, and PROPOSALS may be had, 
at Mr, J. T. Rutt's, No. 239, Upper Thamea-^reet, and at 
Mr. Phillips's, ATo.Tl, St. Paul's Church^ardy Limdau. 

Doiiche$ter-Gaol,1 
Feb. 4, 1800. / 
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Published by R. Phillips, No. 71, St. Paulas Church-Yard. 
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L In one very large Volume Octavo, Price 10s. 6d. 

THE UNIVERSAL BIOGRAPHICAL AND 
HISTORICAL DICTIONARY 

Of all Ages and Countries, and containing one thousand 
Names more than are contained in the General Biographical Dic- 
tionary in fifteen Volumes, or in any other Biograpliical Work 
extant in any Language. ^ 

By JOHN WATKINS, A. M. LL. D. 

This Biographical Dictionary is designed for the Use of Schools, 
Students, and intelligent Families, and in respect to Biography 
and History corresponds in size and plan ivith the usual Geo- 
graphical Gazetteers. 

II. In two Volumes Octavo, Price 1 4s. in Boards, 

LETTERS FROM ITALY, 

Between the Years 1792 Ufid 1798 ; 
Containing a View of the Revolutions in THAxCouNTary 
from the Capture of Nice by the French Republic to the Expo^ 
sion of Pius VI. from the Ecclesiastical State : likewise pointing 
out the matchless Works of Art which still embellish Pisa, Flo- 
rence, Sienna, Rome, Naples, Bologna, Venice, &c. &c. with 
. Instructions for the Use ol Invalids and Families who may 
not choose to incur the Ex pence attendant upon travelling with a 
Courier. By Ma hi ana Stablke, Author of J7te fndow q^ 
Malabar, 2 he TaunuunerU, &c. 



IIL In two elegant Volumes, foolscap 8vo. price 9g. 

(Embellished with Two Vignette Titles, and with Fac-Similies of 

the Hand-Writings of Mr. Gray and Mr. Walpole) ^ 

WALPOLIANA, 

Consisting of original Bons Mots, Apophthegms, Observations o» 
Life and Literature, with Extracts from unpublished Letters of 
the late Horace Walpolb, Earl of Orford. 

These Volumes are the Production of a Gentleman for many 
years in the habits of intimacy with Mr. Walpole. The Articles 
are none of them selected from any published Works, but are 
partly drawn up from a Collection of Bons Mots, &c. in his own 
hand-writing ; partly from Anecdotes written down with his ap- 
probation, after long conversations, in which he would display 
those treasures of Anecdote witli which his Rank, Wit, and Op- 
portunities had replenished his memory ; and partly from his un- 
published Letters to the Compiler, on Subjects of Taste and Li- 
terature.— Prefixed is a Life of the Earl of Orford. 
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IV. In one large Volume Octavo, (embellished with Thirty <jut- 
line Portraits), Price 9s. in Boards, 

PUBLIC CHARACTERS of 1799-1800; 

Consisting of authentic and circumstantial Biographical 
M KM OIKS of Sixty of the most distinguished and remarkable 
Living Personages, Natives of Great Britain and Ireland; 
and being the Second V^olume of the Work which has already 
been honoured with universal approbation. 

Also the Volume for 1793-9; containing eighty Memoirs, 
Piice Ss. 66. 



V. In one very large Volume Octavo, Price 10s. 6d. hi Boards, 

THE ANNUAL NECROLOGY ; 

Or, biographical register. - 
Consisting of Memoirs of the Distinguished Persons who died 
in every Part of the World in the Course of the Years 1797 and 
1798, of various Articles of neglected Biography, &c. &c. 



THE MOST FAITHFUL, COMPLETE AND RECENT 

ACCOUNT OF NORTH AMERICA. 

VL In two large Volumes Quarto, Price ^2. 14-s. in Boards, or 

in four large Vohimes Octavo, Price /"l; 16s. in Boards. 

With Tliree Sheet Mans, Statistical Tables, &c. 

TRAVELS THROUGH THE UNITED STATES 
OF NORTH AMERICA, 

THE COUNTRY OF THE IROQUOIS AND UPPER 

CANADA, in tlie Years 1795, J796, and 1797 ; 

By the Duke de la'RocHEFoucAULT Liancourt.— Witli an 

authentic Account of Lo w e ji Canada. 

Either yoliune may be liad separate, 

CkiticaL Approbation or this Work. — "Since the se- 
paration of the United States from Great Britain, a variety of Publi- 
cations kave issued from the Press, describing the Soil, Chmate». 
afid Agriculture of America; but none of them, y. hich have conio 
Under our inspection, de>erve to be compared with the en- 
lightened and cifcuiintantial Work before us. Influenced by 
lioeral principles, and guided by a steady and capacious mind, 
the Noble Author has detailed his Travels with such precision 
and ability, that the Public cannot fail to receive the highest gra- 
tification from the intelligent information he communicates. We 
cannot take leave of tliis Work without expressing the high opi- 
nion we have formed of the Talents and Abilities of the Noble 
and worthy Author. Born to figure in a different line to that of 
surveying the Husbandry of jany Country^ it must excite surprise 
that his mind coiUd at once accommodate itself to undertakings of 
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this nature, and stiH more, that be was able to present to the 
Public a detailed Account of the Political, Commercial, and Rural 
Economy of America/ which few can equal, and which none can 
excel." — The fnrmer^s Magazine, Jantkuy, 1800. 

VIL BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS OF TWO HUNDREf^ 
of th^ Founders of the French Republic, and of other Per- 
sons the most distinguished in the Progress of the'Revoiution. 

A new Edition, corrected and revised, in two Volumes duo- 
decimo. Price 40s. in Boards. 



VIII. AN AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE OF THE 

JOURNEY OF THE EMBASSY OF THE 
DUTCH EAST-INDIA COMPANY 

TO THE COURT OF THE EMPEROR OF CHINA, 

In the Year 1794-5 (subsequent to that of the Earl of Macartney) 

By A. E. VAN BRAAM, Secretary to the Embassy. 

In Two Volumes Octavo, Price 12s. in Boards. 



IX. In One Volume Octavo, Price 8s. 6d. in Board<<, 

, (Illustrated by two Charts of the Lake of Menzaleh, and of the 

Natron Lake*^, drawn on the spot bv General Andreo^sy). 

MEMOIRS RELATIVE TO EGYPT, 

Written by the learned men who ar;companied the French Expe- 
dition to tiMt country, and rc'cntly published at Paris 
BY THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE, 
Under the direction of the Chief Consul Bonaparte, with Notes 
by Langle*? and others 
This valuable and authentic Work contains thirty-four distinct 
Memoirs relative to the Natural ifi^Jtory, Political State, Agri- 
culture, Antiquities, Literature, iMtinners, and Commerce of 
Egypt, drawb up by Andreossy, Norry, Monge, Geoffioy, Ber- 
thoUet, Slmlkou^ki, Savigny, Girard, Descostils, Levavasseur, 
Regnault, &c. &c. &c. 

X. A Second Edition, revised and corrected, Price 4r. fid. bound, 
with the usual allowance to Schools, embellished with a beauti- 
ful Fronfi^pit*' e and with Portraits, 

THE BRITISH NEPOS; or. Mirror ofYovfh. . 

Being select Live-; of illustrious Britons who have been di^tin- 
gaished by their Virtues Talents, or remarkable Progress in 
Life, with in' idental prac tical Reflectioff^ ; 
Written purpo-clvy^ir ilie Use of Schools, and carefully ad i;^ ted to 
th'- fitnntions and Capacities of Youth, 
BV WILLIAM MAYOR. LL. D. 
Vicar of Hurley, BerWiire. and Chapl.nin to the Earl o^ D>imfr!es. 
'* In presenting this work to the Public, Dr. MavoT h\s made 
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a valuable and much-wanted addition to the School Library. To 
British History, Chronology, ^d Biography, the attention of 
British Youth ought to be awakened ; and while we ^ve Dr. 
Mavor the praise and credit which are due to him for this Biogra- 
phical Manual^ we would recommend it to the Masters.of all our 
respectable Schools. It is pleasinjB^Iy written, and the reflections 
interspersed are calculated to inspire a love of pure and generous 
principles. Embracing the most eventful and important periods 
of English Story, this rich variety of biographical matter must 
prove acceptable to young Reaaers, and to s^ch as thirst for 
knowledge. The example of tlie good and wise has always been 
considered as conducive to virtue, and Dr. Mavor*s mode of 
studying Biography must give it peculiar efficacy." 

Monthly Review, June, .' 

XI. Also, by the same Author, price 4'S. 6d. bound, 

NATURAL HISTORY, 

for Ute Use qf Schools. 
Founded on the Linn iC an Arrangement of Animals; with po- 
pular descriptions, in the manner of G oi, ds m rr h and By p r o n. 
Illustrated oy Forty-six accurate Engravings, representing One 
Hundred and FiJ'iy of the most curious Objects. 

*' Natural History is a study particularly suited to Children; it 
cultivates their talents for observation, applies to objects within 
their reach, and to objects which are every day interesting to 
them .'' E D G w o R T H 012 Practical Education. 

" It is to be regretted that Buffon, with all his excellence, is 
absolutely inadmissible into the library of a young Lady, both on 
account of his immodesty and his impiety. Goldsmitn's History 
of Animated Nature has many references to a divine Author. It 
is to be wished that some pqrson would publish a new Edition of 
this Work, purified from the indelicate and offensive parts." 

Miss MoR e's Strictures on Female Education, 

XII. Also, by the same Author, price 7s. 6d. in Boards, 

The Fourth Edition, Revised and Improved, of 

An UNIVERSAL and COMPLETE SYSTEM of SHORT 

HAND WRITING, 
- Designed for the Use of Schools, and private Gentlemen. 
This generally adopted System of Practical Stenography is en^ 
tireiy free from Prolixity and Obsurity, applicable to every Pur- 
pose, and attainable by the commonest Capacity in a few hours. 
It is an acknowledged Iroproveracut of the Systems formerly iq- 
use ; is that which has been preferred by the learned Editors of 
the Encyclopedia Britannica ; and is commonly practised in the 
Courts of Law in the Metropohs, and by the most esteemed 
Short-hand Writers, ^ 
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